English 125, Fall 2008

Mrs. Berg



Syllabus for English 125, Section: 

 Writing Skills for College

Contact Information

Mrs. Berg, Instructor





     Email: emily.berg@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00am-9:50am; Fridays from 9-11am; and by arrangement

Office:
Annex






     Phone: 638-3641, ext. 

Course Description
This course focuses on the development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  It emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; and develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, exploring and expressing ideas.

Grading Policy

Your grade is calculated by using the following traditional grading scale during the semester:  

A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=0-59%

The following weights on assignments will determine your semester grade:


Midterm



  5%


Final




  5%


Draft Work



  5%


Homework



10%


Weekly Quizzes


10%

Daily Journal Writing

  
10%


Essays




55%

Grades are promptly posted on Blackboard; please look on Blackboard for your current grade in the class.  If you have trouble accessing your grades, you are always welcome to come discuss your progress in the class with me during my office hours.  
Changes to the Syllabus/Calendar
The instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary for the benefit of the class to change policies on the syllabus or dates on the calendar.  Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the calendar or the syllabus.    
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:  

A. Pre-write constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans

B. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently 

C. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support

D. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance

E. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

F. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece

G. Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

H. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources

I. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources

Required Texts and Materials
Kirszner, Laurie.  Patterns for College Writing.  10th Edition.  Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2007.

Saroyan, William.  The Human Comedy.  New York: Dell, 1971.

A college-level dictionary (I recommend a good one for home use and a smaller pocket dictionary to bring with you to class).

A method to save copies of your work (I recommend a memory stick over floppy disks—there are always problems with floppies!).  

Attendance Policies
Important skills are learned in every class meeting—when you are absent, you miss a lot!  Please be aware that more than 4 absences for whatever reason will result in a drop from this class (e.g. 5 absences=drop).  It is your responsibility to get assignments and handouts and to make sure that they are turned in if you are absent.  I suggest that you find a reliable person in class to turn in papers for you, get homework assignments, and pick up work for you should you need to be absent from a class.  Should you need to be tardy more than 10 minutes of any class or need to leave more than 10 minutes early, I will count that as an absence.

Tardies and early departures are disruptive and will not be tolerated; two tardies or early departures of more than 5 minutes will result in one absence. If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to check in with me at the end of class, or your absence will remain on your record.  Please come in quietly and take the closest available seat by the door to minimize disruptions to the class. 

Extra credit of 5% will be awarded to any student who has no absences or tardies at the end of the semester.

Journal Writing
At the beginning of each class, you will respond to the readings with at least 3/4 page of writing, with no double spacing (unless you type your work), no creatively large margins, no excessively large printing.  To earn credit for this daily work, you must be present to participate and complete the assignment exactly as specified.  This is a timed, in-class writing assignment graded on completeness of work; if you are late or absent for whatever reason, the work cannot be made up.
Feel free to write informally, using the first person (“I”).  You will be graded for having thoughtful, complete work done on time, not your grammar.  These journals will be used for discussion activities, so please be aware that others may read your work. 

Homework

The weekly homework assignments (based on grammar and/or reading assignments from Patterns for College Writing) are checked at the beginning of class only for full credit.  You will have the work signed within the first five minutes of class only for full credit.  If you are late (or absent) for whatever reason, your work is late.  If you were late, absent, or you didn’t do your work on time, you still have the opportunity to earn partial credit; hold onto the completed work until the next time when the homework is collected.  

Essays 

For each essay assignment, you are required to submit outlines and several drafts on the date indicated on the calendar.  Your drafts need to be of substantial length –the same page requirement as the final draft assignment.  Submitting drafts on time counts for 5% of your overall grade—be sure to take advantage of this opportunity.  It is considered very unprofessional to miss workshops since you are not there to respond to your peers’ writing.  It is equally unacceptable to attend workshops without your work or with incomplete work; you and your partners cannot learn to be better, more critical readers of your writing if you do not make it available for review.  

If you are absent for whatever reason on the day a draft or final draft is due, it is nonetheless your responsibility to turn in the work on time.  For the draft or final due date, you will need to submit the paper to me, in class, by email, or in my mailbox before class begins to receive full credit for the assignment. 

Any essays written during the semester will only be accepted up to one week after the deadline for any credit.  For each class meeting that you submit the essays late, a full letter grade will be deducted from the overall grade.  

Examinations

You will have weekly quizzes based on the essays in Patterns for College Writing and the grammar concepts.  These weekly quizzes cannot be made up.  If you are absent for the midterm, you will need to be make it up no later than one week later; there are no exceptions, regardless of the reason for your absence. You will need to come in during my office hours to make up the exam.  The final cannot be made up; if you know in advance that you cannot attend the midterm or final, be sure to speak with me as soon as possible to make alternate plans.

Please refrain from talking during examinations, and you may not leave the classroom unless you have turned in your exam and you have been instructed that you may leave when you are finished.  You may only use the materials specified on the directions of the exam, and you may only use your own materials.  Absolutely no electronic devises may be used or be on your desk during an exam.  Should you be found in violation of these test regulations, you will be immediately dismissed from the exam with no credit.

Essay Formatting
For all work you submit, follow MLA formatting:

__________  Essays must be typed in size 12 standard font with no bold, capitalized, or italicized fonts.  

__________  It should be double-spaced throughout.  

__________  Margins should be 1” on all sides of the paper and justified on the left.  

__________  All documentation in the essays must follow the parenthetical citations in MLA format.

__________  All essays must be stapled.

__________  The header—placed on the top left hand side of the paper—should include (in this order) 

your name, the teacher’s name, the class (with the section number), and the submission 

date.   

__________  After the header, put your title, centered, on the next line.  Make sure you don’t make the 

title a bigger font than the rest of the paper; don’t put the title in quotes, bolded or 

italicized font.  Give your title a creative spin (not the name of the assignment). 

__________  No cover page or plastic cover sheet is needed for any assignment.

__________  All pages (including the first) are numbered with the number in the upper-right corner, 

one half-inch from the top.  The page number is preceded by your last name. 

__________  Turn in all work with your final draft (all outlines and drafts).   

__________  Make sure you have proofread and completed the assignment.  I will return essays for no 

credit if you have not.  

Cheating/Plagiarism—as defined in the RC Catalog

“Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely. 

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.

Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.”
Bottom line: do not copy someone else’s words or ideas without giving them credit.  Do not use another students’ papers as your own.  Do not use a paper you wrote from another class in this class.  All of these are forms of cheating and will be reported.   

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Reminders/Tips for Success
1. Electronic Devices: Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class and put them away, off your desk.  It is unacceptable to set your phone on discreet and leave it on top of your desk, or to text during class—it is disruptive to you, your fellow students, and your instructor when you check your messages and calls during class.  Please do not use or have on any other electronic equipment during class (I-pods, cell phones, laptops, etc.).

2. Disruptive behavior during class will not be tolerated for the sake of our learning environment; I reserve the right to ask you to leave the class with an absence if you are disruptive of other’s learning.  Disruptive behavior includes (but is not limited to) talking, passing notes, arguing, eating food, sleeping during class, working on assignments for our class or other classes other than the one being covered in class at the time, receiving cell phone calls during class, text messaging during class, having your cell phone on your desk, not having the materials needed for class, or having your head on your desk.  The first time a student violates these rules, he will receive a verbal warning from the teacher.  The second time (and any time thereafter), the student will be dismissed from the class with an absence.  

3. In this class we will occasionally read, view, and discuss controversial subject matter.  This is college, so adult topics should be expected.  These could include issues such as race, sexuality, gender, and cultures different than your own.  When you are faced with new ideas, ideas that are different than your own, or issues that make you uncomfortable, I expect you to keep an open mind and never to lower yourself into discriminating or using a mocking, harassing, or belittling tone of voice to others.

4. If you choose to withdraw from the class, please keep in mind that it is your responsibility to drop from the course before the final day to drop.  If you do not drop yourself and simply stop attending the class, you will earn an F in the course.

Last day to drop (without a “W”):  September 5

Last day to drop (with a “W”): 
October 17

5. Set up a current, readily accessible working email account as soon as possible and ensure that this current email is entered into Blackboard (as I communicate frequently through Blackboard).  

6. For each class, you’ll need plenty of lined, college ruled notepaper and a few ink pens, in addition to the text we are working with in class.

7. Always be prepared for class.  If you show up unprepared for class and unwilling to work, I will ask you to leave with an absence for the day.

8. Be sure to keep all of your work during the semester.  

9. During our assigned lab time, I expect you to work quietly on assigned work.  If you are finished with a writing assignment, then I can read your assignment before you turn it in.  You can always work on rewriting other writing assignments during lab times.  You can also work on homework for our class.  Lab time is not a time to browse the Internet (except of course if you are researching a writing assignment for our class).  If I catch you on line, you may be asked to leave. Do not only rely on our lab time to complete your writing assignments. Many times, we will use lab time to do other work.   You will need to work on your papers outside of class time also.  There is a computer lab in the library.  There are computers available at the public library in downtown Reedley that you can use.
Calendar

	Class
	Reading Assignment
	Other Due Dates

	Week 1

August 18-22

First Class


	
	

	Second Class


	Patterns for College Writing, Chapter 2, “Invention,” p. 13-35 + “Finishing School,” p. 100-107
	

	Week 2

Aug. 25-29

First Class


	Patterns, Chapter 3, “Arrangement,” p. 37-49 + Chapter 6, “Narration: Introduction,” p. 81-95
	Quiz #1

Outline Due: Essay #1 (Goals paper)

	Second Class


	Patterns, Chapter 4, “Drafting,” p. 51-65 + “Only Daughter,” p. 96-100 + “My Mother Never Worked,” p. 108-113
	Draft #1 due (Goals paper)

Grammar Homework due: Avoiding Run-on Sentences (in Patterns)

	Week 3

Sept. 1-5

No Class: 

2 Sept.

First Class


	Patterns, Chapter 6, “Narration,” p. 114-141 + Chapter 5, “Editing,” p. 67-79
	Quiz #2

Draft #2 due (Goals)

	Second Class


	Patterns, Chapter 8, “Exemplification: Introduction,” p. 203-219
	Final Draft of Essay #1 due (Goals paper; 2 pages)

Grammar Homework due: Fragments

	Week 4

Sept. 8-12

First Class


	Patterns, Chapter 8, “Peter Principle” and “Just Walk on By,” p. 220-245
	Quiz #3

	Second Class


	Patterns, Chapter 8, p. 246-266
	Outline due: Essay #2 (Exemplification)

Grammar Homework due: Using Commas in a Series (in Patterns)

	Week 5

Sept. 15-19

First Class


	Patterns, Chapter 9, “Process,” p. 267-296
	Quiz #4

Draft #1 due (Exemplification paper)

	Second Class


	Patterns, Chapter 9, p. 297-326
	Draft #2 due (Exemplification paper)

Grammar Homework due: Avoiding Unnecessary Shifts (in Patterns)


Please note: the dates listed above are the days by which the assignments (including the reading and essays) must be completed.  Occasionally, this calendar may have to change as the class’s needs change over the course of the semester.  Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to this calendar.    
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