ESL 266LS Academic Oral Communication
Fall 2008 

Instructor: Jonathan Long

Office Hours: by appointment

E-mail: jonathan.long@fresnocitycollege.edu

Voice Mail: tba

COURSE GOAL: This class is an oral skills course for advanced ESL students. It is designed to develop communication skills in listening, speaking and pronunciation. It will help prepare you for college level courses. 

PREREQUISITES: Use of a language other than English as a primary language. Needed is an appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on an approved ESL placement test such as CELSA, successful completion of ESL 265 or ESL 265LS, or a counselor/instructor recommendation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to help you in the following areas:

1. Listening: You will listen to and demonstrate understanding of academic lectures.

2. Speaking: By speaking English in a variety of academic functions you will improve in fluency and grammatical accuracy.

3. Pronunciation: You will learn oral and phonetic skills to improve your pronunciation.  
TEXT: 

1. College Oral Communication 2; Ann E. Roemer; Houghton Mifflin; 2006

2. a good English-English collegiate dictionary. e.g. Webster’s

MATERIALS:

1. 8 ½ X 11 lined binder paper (no jagged edges)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS:

1. Attendance/Participation: Students are expected to attend class and lab regularly. This will increase your chances of improving your English skills and passing this course. Three tardies (more than 10 minutes late) equals one absence. 

2. Homework/class work: All homework is to be completed at home and it is due at the beginning of class. Class work, as a rule, shall be completed in class. If you are absent you are still responsible for the homework and class work. So, you must contact me or another student to find out about the missed assignment. Late work will not be accepted. Quizzes cannot be made up.

3. Exams: These will be held in about every six weeks and they will be announced in advance. You may make up an exam if you discuss it with me before the exam date. 
4. Cheating and Plagiarism: Plagiarism means the copying of the work of others and claiming it as your own. This and other forms of cheating will result in a grade of zero for that assignment, quiz or exam.
GRADING: Your accumulated points during the semester will be converted at the end of the semester as follows:

Grading scale:

90-100
A

80-89
B

70-79
C

60-69
D

 0-59
F

Grades will be based on: 

Homework/Class Work
40%

3 Presentations (3 x 5%)
15%

3 Exams (3 x 15%)                45%



                      100%


ADA STUDENTS: If you have verified special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act including alternate media requests, reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

I am looking forward to working with you. Please see me or contact me with any questions, concerns or problems you are having.

