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Instructor’s Name:
Felisa Meter
Office:


CCI 214
Office Hours:            M, W, F 9:00-9:50 or by appointment

Phone Number:
638-0302 (If I don’t answer the phone, please leave a message.)

E-Mail:

felisa.meter@reedleycollege.edu
ESL 265: UNDERSTANDING READING,WRITING AND GRAMMAR 8 units, 7 lecture hours, 2 lab hours, (Credit/No Credit only) (Repeats=2)
Course Description:  Use of language other than English as a primary language.

Designated score on ESL placement test, successful completion of English as a Second Language 264 and/or counselor/instructor recommendation. Integrated skills instruction in intermediate reading, writing and grammar. Prepares ESL students for English as a Second Language 266 courses.
Course Objectives: In the process of completing this course, students will use reading, writing, and grammar skills to--
· Read increasingly more complex materials on US history from different sources (fiction and non-fiction)

· Use strategies to recognize vocabulary in context

· Use strategies to increase reading comprehension and speed
· Use reading skills and strategies in content-based and computer-based applications
· Write paragraphs and  compositions in a variety of basic rhetorical styles 

· Develop content, organization and coherence to communicate effectively in written work.

· Use summarizing skills.

· Use content based and word processing applications.

· Recognize and use more complex grammatical structures and sentence patterns applied to editing, error corrections and other skill-based strategies in written work.

Required Books:
1.  K. Blanchard, American Roots: Readings on U.S. Culture and History (Longman)                
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2. Keith Folse, Great Paragraphs (Heinle & Heinle) 
3.Lurie H. Anderson, Fever 1793 (Simon & Schuster)

(Books are sold at the Reedley College Bookstore)

Note: An English dictionary is highly recommended. You 
may also use an online dictionary such as the Merriam-Webster, 
which also includes a thesaurus and a bilingual Spanish/English option, <http://www.merriam-webster.com/>  
          Computer Lab:  
It is very important for you to complete all computer lab assignments. Some will be done in class and others outside of class, in the ESL lab if at all possible.


Some assignments will be posted in Blackboard. In order to access Blackboard, you will need your student number for both your login and password. 

.
Final Grade:              All the points you received in the following areas will be added and a 

70% of the total is needed to receive credit (CR) in this class: 

Reading (Fever 1793)  
20% 

Writing 


20%

Tests and Quizzes

20%

Homework


15%

Lab



10%

Final Exam


15%
Note:  Your grades and running average will always be posted in Blackboard. Please see your instructor if you have any questions.


Homework and Assignments:  
Most of the work that you will be doing at home will be collected and will count towards your final grade. All your tests will be based on your assignments and work covered in class. Therefore, it is very important to complete that material to pass the course.

Attendance:
Please contact me by e-mail or phone if you have an emergency and you will be absent for two or more days. You are expected to make up the work. Being on time is very important. It is part of your attendance record.
Last Day to Drop a Class for “W”:  Friday, September 5
No Class:

Monday, September 1 (Labor Day)  

Tuesday, November 11 (Veteran’s Day)
Th-F November 27-28 (Thanksgiving)
Final Exam:

Wednesday, December 17, 10:00-11:50. 
Note: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (for example, Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Phone numbers of one or two of your classmates: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Get into groups and write more questions or comments the members of your group might have about the syllabus and/or the class:
READING ASSIGNMENTS

Karen Blanchard, American Roots: Readings on U.S. Culture and History
The following work will be assigned for each reading selection that appears in American Roots. When you come to class, you will share the work with your group (4 people), and each one will present to the class a different aspect of the assignment. At the end, the written work will be collected.  If you come to class unprepared or you are absent, you will not receive points for the activity which is counted as “Homework.”
1. Summarize the article IN YOUR OWN WORDS. Don’t write a lengthy summary, be concise and only touch on the main points.

2. Choose your favorite section. Practice reading it out loud. Be ready to explain why you chose it.

3. Do not look up every word you don’t know. Try to understand the new vocabulary from context. Write down those few words you look up in the context you found them and be ready to explain their meaning.
4. What else would you like to know about the topic presented in the article?
Lurie H. Anderson, Fever 1793
Your instructor will assign you 3 chapters to read every week—the book has 30! . When you come to class, you will share the work with your group (4 people), and each one will present to the class a different aspect of the assignment. At the end, the written work will be collected.  If you come to class unprepared or you are absent, you will not receive points for the activity. The first assignment is due the second Friday of the semester. It will be counted as the “Reading” part of your grade.

1. Write a journal entry in which you summarize in a few words and in your own words the plot of the three chapters. Also touch on the description of the characters. 
2. As part of the journal entry, mention what the behavior of the characters or the situation has reminded you.

3. What have you learned about U.S. history, geography and/or culture from this selection? Remember this is a historical novel.

4. What questions do you have about the story, the vocabulary, or the characters?
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