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Plant Materials & Usage I


COURSE DESCRIPTION
· Prerequisites:

Eligibility for English 125, English 126, and Math 1

· Fall Semester:
2 lecture and 3 lab hours/week



3 Units
· Catalog Description:
Identification, growth habits, culture and ornamental, uses of
Landscape and indoor plants adapted to climates of California.  Plants emphasized will come from the current California Association of Nurseries and Garden Centers (CANGC) and Professional Landcare Network (PLANET) Certification Test Plant Lists.  Covers those plants best observed and studied in the fall of the year.
COURSE MATERIALS OF INSTRUCTION

· Textbooks:
Ornamental Plants, D. Dwight Wait

New Sunset Western Garden Book, Editors of Sunset
Backpocket Guide to Ornamental Plants, E. Wesley Conner (optional)
Ornamental Plant I.D. Syllabus, Nishinaka & EH Staff (optional)
· Materials:
Three-ring binder
Plant Information Sheets

Botany and transparent contact papers
Hand pruning clippers

Clipboard
ATTENDANCE
· Attendance is required since most of the learning occurs in a lecture/laboratory situation.

· Students are responsible for obtaining notes/information missed due to an absence from the instructor.

· Please notify the instructor if you know in advance that you will be absent from class.

· College policy dictates that an instructor should drop a student with two consecutive weeks of unexcused absences.  Three tardies equals one absence.
· After the end of the 9th week of instruction, no withdrawals are permitted and the student must receive a letter grade for the class.  The last day to drop a class is Friday, October 17, 2008.
POLICY ON CHEATING & PLAGIARISM
· In keeping with the philosophy that students are entitled to the best education available, and in compliance with Board Policy 5410, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attaining an education.  Violation of this policy will result in disqualification for the course.
POLICY ON SMOKING

· Reedley College is committed to providing a smoke-free campus for its students and staff.  Smoking is not permitted in or within 15 feet of any building and during class sessions.
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS DEVICES

· All cell phones and related devices shall not be operative during class lecture, laboratory, and field trip sessions.  Disruption of class instruction (i.e. exiting/entering classroom) for the use of these devices will not be allowed.
METHODS FOR MEASURING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & DETERMINE GRADES

· Written Assignments – laboratory reports, reading reports, written homework            20% 
· Skill Demonstration/Problem Solving – class performance, field work, homework 
          problems, leaf collections                                                                                           20% 
· Examinations – multiple choice, true/false, matching, short essay;   per section          60%
· Grades are determined through a numerical point system:  
         90% = A, 80% = B, 70% = C, 60% = D, below 60% = F
COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES

      Upon completion of this course, the student will:
· Explain the binomial method of plant nomenclature
· Identify botanical terms (plant identification terminology) as related to various plant parts and structures
· Identify and classify 200 landscape plants using physical features of leaf, bark, flower, fruit, and growth habit
· Describe the importance of understanding soil requirements and ecology of different plants
· Summarize the various uses of plants as related to landscape and garden applications
· Explain growth habits and requirements
· Select plants with requirements that conform to selected landscape use criteria
· Use plant keys to identify plants
· Collect and preserve plant materials
· Demonstrate the use of computerized plant selection programs
· Create a plant characteristics key for future design work
COURSE OUTLINE
· Background of Botanical Nomenclature – categories of consecutive rank, cultivar names, hybrid names, budded & grafted names, lines, clones
· External structures used in identification of plants – buds, item, bark, leaves, flowers, fruit
· Identification by sight memory of 200 plants from the CANGC, PLANET, and University lists plant lists – shrubs, trees, vines, ground covers, perennials
· Plant physical and growth characteristics – origin and climatic range, form of growth, rate of growth, ultimate height and spread, leaf structure, flower color and texture, fruit size and color, exposure and soil requirements, types of pruning, landscape use, propagation, and pests and diseases.
SCHEDULE
August 18
Week 1
Introduction, Botanical Nomenclature, External Structures

August 25
Week 2
Section 1 – Shrubs One
September 1
Week 3
Section 1 – Shrubs One

September 8
Week 4
Section 1 – Shrubs One, Exam 1
September 15
Week 5
Section 2 – Ground Covers & Vines

September 22
Week 6
Section 2 – Ground Covers & Vines

September 29
Week 7
Section 2 – Ground Covers & Vines, Exam 2
October 6
Week 8
Section 3 – Deciduous Trees

October 13
Week 9
Section 3 – Deciduous Trees

October 20
Week 10
Section 3 – Deciduous Trees, Exam 3
October 27
Week 11
Section 4 – Evergreen Trees
                                                (Futures in Horticulture Field Day – Monrovia Nursery)

November 3
Week 12
Section 4 – Evergreen Tree
November 10
Week 13
Section 4 – Evergreen Trees

                                                (Veteran’s Day Holiday)

November 17
Week 14
Section 4 – Evergreen Trees




Section 5 – Shrubs II
November 24
Week 15
Section 4 – Evergreen Trees, Exam 4




Section 5 – Shrubs II

                                                (Thanksgiving Day Holiday)

December 1
Week 16
Section 5 – Shrubs II
December 8
Week 17
Section 5 – Shrubs II
FINAL EXAM – Thursday, December 18th at 8:00 a.m. – Section 5-Shrubs II
Note:
Leaf Collections and Plant Clinic Worksheets are due at the class session prior to each exam.
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