Devser 272: Consumer Skills (58220)
Reedley College – Fall 2008
Instructor: Saran In, M.S.


Telephone:   (559) 307-4524 or leave

E-mail: saranin@csufresno.edu

message at (559) 638-0332  Ext. 3183
Holidays (NO CLASS): Sept. 1, Nov. 11, Nov. 27-28




Office: DSP&S Office (by appointment)

Instruction: Daily (M-F) 1:00-1:50 pm CCI 203

No “W” Drop Date: Sept. 5, 2008     Final Drop Date: Oct. 17, 2008
Final Exam: Monday, Dec 15, 2008 1:00-2:50


Course Description:  This is a two unit course in basic money management designed for students with developmental delayed learning. 
Topics to be covered:  General consumer terminology; practice keeping a daily spending diary, counting money, making exact change, writing a budget, reading a bank statement, and balancing a checking account; recognition of differences between credit cards and debit cards; identification of the characteristics for consumer scams; recognition of ways to protect self from identity theft; identification of the types of information that should be protected; recognition of who needs to file an income tax return; identification of types of support services and community service agencies available in the San Joaquin Valley;  practice contacting (via telephone) support services and community service providers; discussion of reasonable accommodations; and discussion of the essential rights of a person with a disability.
Textbooks: You will be provided with a class booklet that contains all lecture notes and class assignment sheets. 
Materials Needed: Bring to class class booklet, binder with paper, pencil and a calculator. You will lose participation points if you do not bring materials to class.
Attendance and Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes, actively participate in class exercises and discussions, and complete and turn in assignments. Students who are late or frequently absent will lose participation points. If a student is unable to attend, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor and get any missed information and/or assignments from the instructor or other students. Assignments will be awarded points for two weeks after they are assigned.    According to campus policy, any student missing more than 4 classes can be dropped from the class.  

Grading System: Grading will be based on having required materials, participation in classwork exercises, skills demonstrations, quizzes, and a final.
Total possible points: 500
Classwork Participation/Materials:

250 pts

Skills Demonstrations:  6 @ 25 pts each

150 pts

Quizzes: 2 @ 25 pts each



  50 pts

Final 






  50 pts


Grading Scale
 450-500=A

 300-349=D
400-449=B

299 and below=F
          350-399=C
Quizzes: All quizzes will be given twenty minutes before the end of the class period. Any student with testing accommodations must make arrangements with the DSPS office before the exam date to take their quiz in the DSPS office. All completed quizzes should be given to DSPS staff to put in my mailbox.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments may be given at the instructor’s discretion to help students to get more practice and points in deficient areas.  Students will only be eligible for extra credit if all class journals, homework, and quizzes have been completed.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  As in all college classes, students are expected to do their own work.  Any student caught cheating on a test or quiz will be subject to campus disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism will result in lost points on the assignment.
Important Note: If you have any special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ) such as extended testing time, an alternate testing location, books on e-text, note taking assistance, or adaptive equipment and you need reasonable accommodations, please notify instructor immediately.

Weekly Class Agenda

Week 1: Aug 18-22

Distribute class booklets: DON’T LOSE IT! YOU WILL ONLY GET ONE!

Overview of class, syllabus, and course requirements.

Introduce “What Does it Mean to Manage Money?”
Key Terms and Concepts

Class Activity:  Budget Exercise
Week 2: Aug 25-29
Each class period **Award materials and participation points for prepared students
Work with partners to learn terms

Class Discussion:  Coming out “in the black”
Quiz 1:  Key Terms and Concepts
Week 3: Sept. 1-5

Holiday: Sept. 1 (NO CLASS)
Each class period **Award materials/participation points 

Counting money: coins & currency
Class Activity: Getting Back Change
Skills Demonstration 1: Counting coins and currency
Week 4: Sept 8-12

Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Checking Accounts

Class Discussion: Pro’s and Con’s of Checking Accounts

Group Practice: Writing checks and filling in Check Registers
Week 5: Sept 15-19

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


In groups: role play opening a bank account 

Class Activity:  Balancing Checkbook

Practice calculator skills


Work with partner to check accuracy


Skill Demonstration 2: Filling in Balance Sheets
Week 6: Sept 22-26

Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Savings Accounts

Class Discussion: Pro’s and Con’s of Cosigners

Class Activity: Reading Bank Statements


Skill Demonstration 3: Explain how to use a checking and savings account

Week 7: Sept 29-Oct 3

Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Introduce Credit

Class Discussion: Credit Cards Vs. Debit Cards

Class Activity: Checking receipts against credit card/bank statements for accuracy
Week 8: Oct 6-10



Each class period **Award materials/participation points 


Introduce Your Money


Establish a budget

Keep Daily Spending Diary 

Class Discussion: Achieving your savings goal
Week 9: Oct 13-17

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Fill in Monthly Income/Expense Calendar

Class Discussion: What are unexpected events? What can we do?


Skills Demonstration 4: Explain Income/Expense Worksheet

Week 10: Oct 20-24


Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Introduce Your “Identity”

Class Discussion: Identity Theft
Week 11: Oct 27-31

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Class Activity: Protecting Your Identity

Skills Demonstration 5: State ways to protect your identity from theft

Week 12: Nov 3-7

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Introduce Paying Taxes

Estimating Sales Tax


Class Exercise: Estimation-Rounding Up 10%


Quiz 2: Making Purchases
Week 13: Nov 10-14

Holiday: Nov 11 (NO CLASS)
Each class period **Award materials/ participation points

Introduce State and Federal Taxes

Class Activity: State and Federal Taxes
Week 14: Nov 17-21    

Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Introduce Rights and Responsibilities of People with Disabilities
Class Discussion:  Rights and Responsibilities
Week 15: Nov 24-28 
Holiday: Nov 27 & 28 (NO CLASS)

Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Class Activity: Practicing Your Rights and Responsibilities
Skills Demonstration 6: Describe the essential rights of a person with a 
disability

Week 16: Dec 1-5
Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Support Service Needs

Class Discussion: Support Services for Individuals with Disabilities


Class Activity: Accessing available services
Week 17: Dec 8-12
Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Wrap up
Work with partners to study for final exam
Week 18: Dec 15 
Final Exam
Monday, December 15, 2008

1:00-2:50
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