Devser 259: Strategies Intervention (58154)
Reedley College – Fall 2008
Instructor: Linda Reither, M.A., C.C.C. – SLP

Telephone: 638-0332

        Learning Disability Specialist



        Ext. 3183

E-mail: linda.reither@reedleycollege.edu



Holidays or Alt. Assignment days (NO CLASS): Sept. 1, Sept. 26, Nov. 28, Dec. 5
Office: Hum 64 (by appointment)

Instruction: Monday and Friday (Soc 30) 11:00-11:50 pm

No “W” Drop Date: Sept. 5, 2008     Final Drop Date: Oct. 17, 2008
Final Exam: Monday Dec 15, 2008 11:00-12:50


Course Description: This two unit course is designed for students with an identified learning disability or who may have a learning disability.  The course focuses on developing an understanding of the barriers presented by learning disabilities as well as identification of individual strengths. Students will practice learning strategies that will help them in the areas of motivation, concentration, listening comprehension, short and long term memory, note taking, reading comprehension, test taking, and class room communication. 

Topics to be covered: Identification and interpretation of strengths, identification of learning styles, recognition of teacher styles, survey of technological resources, identification of appropriate tools for success, and strategies for: attention, concentration, memory, visual processing, auditory processing, note taking, vocabulary development, practical problem solving for math and language arts, adaptation and application of strategies to new tasks, scanning skills, written language skills, functional communication and problem solving skills, and exam preparation.
Textbooks:  (1)StrengthsQuest, Donald Clifton, Ph.D Edward “Chip” Anderson, and Laurie A. Schreiner, Ph.D. NOTE: You must have a new copy of this book so that you can take the StrengthsFinder assessment. The StrengthsFinder assessment is a core part of this class. You must have a book to take this class. 
(2) College Study Skills: Becoming a Strategic Learner, Diane Van Blerkom. (On reserve in the library. You do not have to purchase this book.) 
(3) You will be provided with a class booklet that contains all lecture notes, journals, and class assignment sheets. 
Materials Needed: Bring to class textbook, class booklet, supply of 3x5 or 4x6 note cards, binder with paper, and a pencil or pen. You will lose participation points if you do not bring materials to class.
Attendance and Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes, actively participate in class exercises and discussions, and complete and turn in assignments. Students who are late or frequently absent will lose participation points. If a student is unable to attend, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor and get any missed information and/or assignments from the instructor or other students. Assignments will be awarded points for two weeks after they are assigned.    According to campus policy, any student missing more than 4 classes can be dropped from the class.  

Grading System: Grading will be based on participation and having required materials, homework, journal writing, a reflection paper, quizzes, and a final exam. 

Total possible points: 500
Participation/Materials:

50 pts

Homewk: 7 @ 10 pts each
70 pts

Journals: 10 @ 15 pts each 

150 pts
Quizzes: 4 @ 20 pts each 
80 pts
Reflection paper:   


100 pts
Final Exam:


50 pts
Grading Scale
 450-500=A

 300-349=D
400-449=B

299 and below=F
          350-399=C

Quizzes: All quizzes will be given twenty minutes before the end of the class period. Any student with testing accommodations must make arrangements with the DSPS office before the exam date to take their quiz in the DSPS office. All completed quizzes should be given to DSPS staff to put in my mailbox.

Extra Credit: Extra credit may be given at the instructor’s discretion to help students to get more practice and points in deficient areas. Extra credit points may be earned by participating in oral quizzes using student-made study cards for vocabulary and information from lecture notes.  Students will only be eligible for extra credit if all class journals, homework, and quizzes have been completed.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  As in all college classes, students are expected to do their own work.  Any student caught cheating on a test or quiz will be subject to campus disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism will result in lost points on the assignment.
Visitors: Please get approval for any class visitors from the instructor before the class period.
Important Note #1: If you have any special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ) such as extended testing time, an alternate testing location, books on e-text, note taking assistance, or adaptive equipment and you need reasonable accommodations, please notify instructor immediately.

Important Note #2: Each student in this class is unique. Statistically, the Gallup organization tells us that your strengths are different than the next 10,000 students to walk in this door!!  That means that what you need from this class will be different also.  Please talk to me or raise the subject in class if you are having difficulty developing strategies for any of your classes. I will make time to discuss your learning needs during class time or in a private appointment with you.  
Please take the initiative!
Weekly Class Agenda

Week 1: Aug 18-22

Distribute Class booklets: DON’T LOSE IT! YOU WILL ONLY GET ONE!

Overview of class, syllabus, and course requirements.

Overview of Available Technology.
Introduce Strengths Quest.

Homework (10 points): Get textbook and materials necessary for class.
Week 2: Aug 25-29
Each class period **Award materials and homework points (as assigned) for prepared students.

Lecture 1:

Assess and Discuss Learning Styles: 
Visual, Auditory, Read/Write, Kinesthetic (VARK)
The Importance of Vocabulary

How to Learn Vocabulary

How to Make Study Cards That HELP!
Vocabulary for Strengths Quest (34 Strengths)

Schedule SQ Evaluation times.


Write: Journal 1 (15 points) 
Homework (10 points): Make 4x6 study cards for SQ vocabulary.

Read: Chapters 1 and 2 (pages 1-17) in text.

TAKE ON-LINE SQ TEST – PRINT RESULTS – BRING TO CLASS!!!
Week 3: Sept 1-5 
Monday: Holiday (
Each class period **Award materials/homework points.

Lecture 2: 
Strengths Quest


“Flag” SQ textbook



Math Strategies (FYI only: will not be on quiz)

STUDY for Quiz 1: SQ vocabulary
Read: Chapter 3 (pages 21-23) in text.
Week 4: Sept 8-12

Each class period **Award materials/homework points


Lecture 3:
Connecting with your Instructor



Self Advocacy and Communicating with Instructors


FRIDAY: Quiz 1: SQ Vocabulary (20 points)
Homework (10 points): 
Make study cards for Lecture 1, 2 and 3 information using study guide.  
Week 5: Sept 15-19

Each class period **Award materials/homework points


Class Discussion: Affirming SQ Themes: Theme poll

Class Activity: Scavenger Hunt

Write: Journal 2 (15 points)
STUDY: for Quiz 2 next week USING CARDS!

Re-Read: Your strengths sections of Chapter 3 in text.
Week 6: Sept 22-26

Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Class Discussions: Affirming and Celebrating Your Themes (Strengths)
Key Skills Checkpoint: (1) Be able to describe your 5 signature themes in your own words. (2) Be able to make a picture of how your themes work together.

NO CLASS FRIDAY: COMPLETE SQ PICTURE (p. 28 in handbook)

25 EXTRA CREDIT POINTS!
Read: Chapter 5 (pages 97-101) Insights into Strengths Development

Write: Journal 3 (15 points)
Week 7: Sept 29-Oct 3

Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Lecture 4: 
Motivation, Stress, Problem Solving 
FRIDAY: Quiz 2: On information from lectures 1, 2 and 3 (20 points)
Homework (10 points): Make study cards for terms and information from lecture 4.

Write: Journal 4 (15 points)
Week 8: Oct 6-10


Each class period **Award materials/homework points


Lecture 5:  Improving Concentration and Memory

Homework (10 points): Make study cards for information from lecture 5.

Write: Journal 5 (15 points)


Read: Chapter 4 (pages 73-94) Relationships from a Strengths Perspective
Read: Chapter 6 (pages 141-146) Considering Strengths When Planning Your Education

Week 9: Oct 13-17

Each class period **Award materials/homework points


Lecture 6:
Seeing Through StrengthsQuest Glasses
StrengthsQuest in Educational Planning and Goal Setting

Write: Journal 6 (15 points)
Make: Study cards for lecture 6. 

STUDY for Quiz 3: Lectures 4, 5, and 6

Week 10: Oct 20-24


Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Lecture 7:
Note Taking from Books



Note taking From Lectures
FRIDAY: Quiz 3: On information from lectures 4, 5 and 6

Write: Journal 7 (15 points)


Read: Chapter 7 (pages 149-152) in text.
Week 11: Oct 27-31

Each class period **Award materials/homework points

In class review of concepts, journal writing, specific strategy questions

Class Discussion: Time Management Terms and Self Evaluation
Do Library Assignment Page: Go to the library computer lab and do the library assignment page in your class booklet. 

Read: Chapter 8 (pages 219-224) and Chapter 9 (pages 227-232) in text.
Week 12: Nov 3-7

Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Lecture 8:
Developing Academic and Leadership Strengths in College



Being Your Own Best Educator and Learner



Applying Strengths to Academic Achievement

Write: Journal 8 (15 points) 
Read: Chapter 10 (pages 235-242), Chapter 11 (pages 281-287) and 

Chapter 12 (pages 291-295) in text.
Week 13: Nov 10-14
Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Lecture 9:
Test Anxiety and Exam Preparation




Reflection Paper Requirements




Final Exam Study Guide

Write: Journal 9 (15 points)
Homework (10 points): Make study cards for lectures 7, 8 and 9

STUDY: for Quiz 4 on lectures 7, 8 and 9
Week 14: Nov 17-21 

MONDAY: NO CLASS – VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY (
Homework (10 points): Complete Final Exam Study Guide. Use your class booklet to find the answers.  Pull out the study cards you need from your pack.
FRIDAY: Quiz 4: On Information from Lectures 7, 8 and 9
WRITE:Rough Draft of paper. This will count as Journal Assignment 10 
(15 points). Use the outline provided in your class booklet AND on Blackboard. 
Week 15: Nov 24-28
Each class period **Award materials/homework points

Lecture 10:  Career Planning and Where Do You Go From Here?

FRIDAY: NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY (
Week 16: Dec 1-5
Each class period **Award materials/homework points


Monday: Class Review of Final Exam Study Guide.

Friday: NO CLASS
STUDY for Final Exam. Use only the cards that match the study guide.
COMPLETE ROUGH DRAFT OF FINAL PAPER!
Week 17: Dec 8-12
Each class period **Award materials/homework points 
Monday: ROUGH DRAFT OF PAPER DUE!

Class review for final, additional help with final paper as needed.
Friday: FINAL DRAFT OF PAPER DUE! (100 points) 
Week 18: Dec 15-19 
Final Exam (50 points)
Monday December 15, 2008
11:00-12:50 
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