Devser 242: Bridge to College Reading 
Reedley College – Fall 2008
Instructor: Barry Lewis

Telephone: 638-3641 ext. 3183 (leave msg)
Office: By Appointment

E-mail: barry.lewis@reedleycollege.edu
Holidays: Sept 1, Nov. 11, Nov. 27-28
Final Drop Date: Oct. 17, 2008
Instruction: M-F, 2:00 – 2:50, Soc 39
Final Exam: Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2008: 2-3:50 p.m.
Course Description: This is a three (3) unit course designed for students with learning disabilities who want to improve their reading skills for college.  Students will have direct instruction, group interaction, and computer based practice to improve their skills in reading and understanding words, sentences, and paragraphs.

Topics to be covered: Vocabulary skills, dictionary and thesaurus skills, introduction of the reading process, pre-reading strategies, active reading strategies, comprehension and study techniques, and developing a positive reading attitude.
In the process of completing this course, students will:

1. use word attack skills to read up to three syllable words.

2. develop understanding of dictionary marking symbols for pronunciation.

3. find words in a dictionary (bound volume or electronic) for definitions and pronunciation.

4. find words in a thesaurus to restate sentences using synonyms.

5. learn the meaning and application of reading vocabulary terms such as: main idea, topic, general, specific, supporting detail, similarity, compare, contrast, difference, time sequence, process, cause, effect, description, support, fiction, non-fiction, and plagiarism.

6. learn the meaning and application of pre-reading terms and techniques such as: survey, skim, predict, header, and author’s purpose.

7. utilize active reading techniques such as: visualization, transition words, and prediction.

8. answer content questions based on short reading passages.

9. identify facts and inferences in short reading passages.

10. summarize short passages verbally without stringing together the author’s phrases. 

11. identify the main idea and supporting details in short reading passages.

12. follow written directions.

13. verbally describe and demonstrate use of strategies for coping with words and phrases perceived as difficult.

14. explore the different purposes of reading.

15. use books on CD and library e-text.

16. learn to select a book they can read for pleasure (bound volume or e-text).

Textbooks: The textbook for this class is, Solving the Mystery of Reading, by Carolyn L. Davidson.  Bring your book to class every day.
Materials Needed: Pencil or pen. 

Attendance and Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes, actively participate in class exercises, and discussions, and complete and turn in assignments. Students who are late or frequently absent will lose participation points. If a student is unable to attend, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor and make up missed assignments.  According to campus policy, any student who misses more than 4 classes can be dropped from the class.
Cancelled Class: If class is cancelled, there will be an official note on the door.
Grading System: This is a credit/no credit course.  Credit will be based on participation, having required materials, completed class work, performance demonstrations, and quizzes.
Total Possible Points: 500

Participation/Materials:
 


50 points



Class Assignments: 25 @ 10 pts each

250 points

Quizzes: 5 @ 20 pts each



100 points 

Performance Demonstrations: 5 @ 20 pts each 
100 points


Students must earn at least 350 points to earn credit for this course.

Cheating: As in all college classes, students are expected to do their own work.  Any student caught cheating on a quiz will be subject to campus disciplinary procedures.

Working on assignments for another class: Class and lab time should be spent on assignments for this class only.  Students must get permission from the instructor to work on other assignments or projects.

Visitors: Please get permission from the instructor for any class visitors before the class starts.

Important: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) such as extended testing time, an alternate test location, books on e-text, note taking assistance, or adaptive equipment and you need reasonable accommodations, please notify the instructor immediately.
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