Devser 213: Communication and Advocacy (58218)
Reedley College – Fall 2008
Instructor: Saran In, M.S.


Telephone:   (559) 307-4524 or leave

E-mail: saranin@csufresno.edu

message at (559) 638-0332  Ext. 3183
Holidays (NO CLASS): Sept. 1




Office: DSP&S Office (by appointment)

Instruction: Monday (SOC 35) and Wednesday (FEM 8) 12:00-12:50 pm

No “W” Drop Date: Sept. 5, 2008     Final Drop Date: Oct. 17, 2008
Final Exam: Wednesday, Dec 17, 2008 12:00-1:50


Course Description:  This two unit course is designed for students with disabilities.  The course focuses on the impact of disability on student communication as well as self advocacy issues. The course addresses steps for effective communication, the use of “I” statements, disclosing disability/disability limitations, appropriately requesting reasonable accommodations, appropriate social etiquette, and effective techniques for conflict resolution. This course is designed to assist students in the development of appropriate and successful social relations 
Topics to be covered:  General communication terminology; process of communication; use of “I” statements; effective self-advocacy techniques; identification of social barriers in regards to disability; identification of appropriate methods to communicate about disability topics; identification of alternate forms of communication; identification of the types of assistive technology (i.e., devices and services) that assist with effective communication; demonstration of the ability to use appropriate and sensitive terminology (i.e., person first terminology); the importance of disability diagnosis for eligibility of service; and the importance of disability limitations for the approval and use of services/reasonable accommodations.
Textbooks: You will be provided with a class booklet that contains all lecture notes and class assignment sheets. 
Materials Needed: Bring to class class booklet, binder with paper, and a pencil or pen. You will lose participation points if you do not bring materials to class.
Attendance and Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes, actively participate in class exercises and discussions, and complete and turn in assignments. Students who are late or frequently absent will lose participation points. If a student is unable to attend, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor and get any missed information and/or assignments from the instructor or other students. Assignments will be awarded points for two weeks after they are assigned.    According to campus policy, any student missing more than 4 classes can be dropped from the class.  

Grading System: Grading will be based on class participation and having required materials, workbook exercises, quizzes, and presentations.
Total possible points: 500
Participation/Materials:
                  

150 pts


Workbook Assignments: 6 @ 25 pts each              150 pts
            

Quizzes: 4 @ 25 pts each                        

100pts
Presentations: 4 @ 25 pts each              

100 pts
                                    
Grading Scale
 450-500=A

 300-349=D
400-449=B

299 and below=F
          350-399=C
Quizzes: All quizzes will be given twenty minutes before the end of the class period. Any student with testing accommodations must make arrangements with the DSPS office before the exam date to take their quiz in the DSPS office. All completed quizzes should be given to DSPS staff to put in my mailbox.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments may be given at the instructor’s discretion to help students to get more practice and points in deficient areas.  Students will only be eligible for extra credit if all class journals, homework, and quizzes have been completed.

Plagiarism and Cheating:  As in all college classes, students are expected to do their own work.  Any student caught cheating on a test or quiz will be subject to campus disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism will result in lost points on the assignment.
Important Note: If you have any special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ) such as extended testing time, an alternate testing location, books on e-text, note taking assistance, or adaptive equipment and you need reasonable accommodations, please notify instructor immediately.

Weekly Class Agenda

Week 1: Aug 18 & 20

Distribute class booklets: DON’T LOSE IT! YOU WILL ONLY GET ONE!

Overview of class, syllabus, and course requirements.

Introduction to Communication Terminology
Types of Communication

Class Exercise: Recognizing Types of Communication

Handbook Exercise: Conversation Skills; Listening Sills
Week 2: Aug 25 & 27
Each class period **Award materials and participation points for prepared students
Specific Communication Terms

Make flashcards using pages in handbook

Work in pairs to learn terms

Quiz 1: Terms
Week 3: Sept. 1 & 3

Holiday: Sept. 1 (NO CLASS)
Each class period **Award materials/participation points.
Introduce Communication Process

Week 4: Sept 8 & 10

Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Class Discussion: Communication Process


Class Exercise: Telephone Game


Choose group for Oral Presentation 1


Work in groups on Oral Presentation 1: “What Communication Method We Like 
Best and Why”
 
Week 5: Sept 15 & 17

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Class Presentations

Week 6: Sept 22 & 24

Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Self-Concept/Self-Perception with a Disability


Handbook Exercise: Me Versus Disability and Me

Class Discussion of Handbook Exercise
Week 7: Sept 29 & Oct. 1

Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Introduce Concepts Related to Coping with Disabilities


Class Discussion: Coping Strategies

Handbook Exercise: Positive Affirmations are Self-Esteem Boosters
Week 8: Oct 6 & 8



Each class period **Award materials/participation points 


Introduce Use of “I” Statements

Class Discussion: How Do I Talk to Others? How Do I Talk to Myself?


Handbook Exercise: Changing “You” to “I”

Work in groups to prepare for Oral Presentation 2: “What 3 Limitations Do I 
Have Because of My Disability That Interfere With College?”
Week 9: Oct 13 & 15

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Class Presentations
Week 10: Oct 20 & 22 


Each class period **Award materials/ participation points

Introduce Social Barriers 

Introduce Vocabulary, Value System, Attitudes, Labeling and Language

Handbook Exercise: Identifying Social Barriers
Week 11: Oct 27 & 29

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points

Class Discussion: Social Barriers I’ve Encountered and How I Overcame Them
In class review concepts relating to Social Barriers

Quiz 2: Identifying Social Barriers

Week 12: Nov 3 & 5

Each class period **Award materials/ participation points


Introduce Use of Appropriate and Sensitive Terminology


Class Discussion: Why Appropriate and Sensitive Terminology is Necessary

Week 13: Nov 10 & 12
Each class period **Award materials/ participation points

Work in groups on Oral Presentation 3 using poster boards or powerpoint:

Choose a type of disability


Demonstrate People First communication about the disability


Explain 3 limitations in a college or work setting


Explain what DSP&S services will help

Week 14: Nov 17 &19    

Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Class Presentations 
Week 15: Nov 24 & 26 
Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Disability Communication

Class Discussion: “How Do I Want To Be Viewed?”

Quiz 3: In groups complete: “What To Tell To Whom About My Disability”
Week 16: Dec 1 & 3 
Each class period **Award materials/participation points


Introduce Advocacy and You


Class Discussion: Self-Advocacy 


Class Activity: Role play exercises to practice self-advocacy

Handbook Exercise: How DSP&S Services Can Help with My Limitations

Week 17: Dec 8 & 10
Each class period **Award materials/participation points

Introduce Alternate Methods of Communication and Assistive Technology

Quiz 4: With a partner complete: Responsibilities and Benefits of Self-
Advocacy
Work individually on Final Presentations using powerpoint, poster boards, or 
in writing:


Introduce yourself


3 Main limitations you face in college

What support services help you the most in college?


What are 3 things you need to do to advocate for yourself?
Week 18: Dec 17 
Final Presentations  

Wednesday, December 17, 2008

12:00-1:50
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