ASSIGNMENTS/EXAMS

All students are required to do the Reading Reactions, Learning Experiences, and take a Comprehensive Final Exam.
ASSIGNED READING REACTIONS. (50 points) Write 3 points from the reading assignment that caught your attention. Choose ideas that are new/interesting to you. Email them to me before class each week. No Reading Reaction assignments will be accepted late. There are 15 reading assignments. 
COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM (50 points)
LEARNING EXPERIENCES (25 points each/Total = 100 points)
You are strongly encouraged to utilize the resources provided through the Reedley College Writing Center. These written assignments amount to more than half of your grade for this class and need to reflect college level writing skills.
Assignment #1 (Infants/Toddlers) 

Select One of the Following (for Assignment #1):
Reflexes--Find a newborn infant to observe.  Arrange with the infant’s parents to visit at a time when the baby has just awakened.  While the baby nurses or takes its bottle, you can talk with the parents about how and where to do your observations.   To observe the infant in an awake and alert state, you should be ready to start as soon as the infant is finished feeding and burping.  Make a list in advance of the reflexes and other behaviors you want to observe.  You should begin with imitation of tongue protrusion and with the rooting reflex, both of which involve your holding the infant close to your body, and proceed to the grasp.  The grasp reflex can be demonstrated with one finger while you hold the infant securely in your other arm.  If, however, you want to see if the baby can support his or her own weight using the strength of the grasp reflex, be sure to ask the parents’ permission and do this only over a soft surface (e.g., a bed).   After you have finished, write a brief report describing exactly what you did and what you learned.
OR
Object Permanence--If you know an infant who is about 6 months old, you can try Piaget's original study of object permanence.  Seat the baby, preferably on his/her parent's lap.  Offer the baby a small attractive object (e.g., keys or a colorful rattle).  Be sure it something that is okay for the baby to put in his/her mouth, because that is most likely where it will go.  Let the baby take and play with this object until it becomes uninteresting, then remove the object.  Next, offer a second but similar object.  This time, before the infant grasps the object, hide it beneath a cloth (e.g., a washcloth or small towel).  This time, if the baby acts as most other 6-month-olds do in this situation, he or she should act as though the object has not only disappeared from sight, but as though it has actually ceased to exist.  It was the 6-month-old's failure to search for a hidden object in this situation that led Piaget to argue that 6-month-olds lack an appreciation of object permanence.  Repeat with a 12 month old baby.  Compare your experience.
Assignment #2  (School-Age)

Interview two older children (8-11) and two young teenager (12-16) using the original Kohlberg moral dilemma.  The most famous of these is the so-called “Heinz and the drug” dilemma, in which a man named Heinz cannot buy a drug that will help his dying wife because it is too expensive, and he must decide whether or not to steal the drug.  Write a brief summary of your findings and compare to the results to the stages of moral development found in your textbook.
Assignment #3 (Adolescents)
To what extent do you think adolescence is the same type of experience for youngsters in different parts of the world?  Pick a culture that is different from your own, and find out more about the experiences of teenagers in that culture.  You may do this by way of traditional library research, by using the resources of the internet, and/or by interviewing people who have grown up in a culture different from your own.  Find out as much as you can about the ways in which being a teenager in the culture you have chosen is similar to or different from being a teenager here in the United States.  Write a report summarizing your findings, and include your own ideas about how to explain any differences you uncover.
Assignment #4 (Young Adults)
If you know an openly lesbian or gay person, interview him or her about his/her experiences as an adolescent, and in coming out.  What was it like to grow up gay or lesbian?  How did your interviewee know s/he was gay and to whom did he or she disclose it to first?  What kind of reactions has disclosure of lesbian or gay identity generated in parents, siblings, friends, and others in the person’s life?  Looking back, is there anything that could have made the experience of growing up gay or lesbian any easier?  Summarize the results of your interview in a paper, including direct quotes whenever possible, to illustrate the main points.
OR

What are the policies of school personnel in your area about treatment of gay and lesbian youngsters in schools?  Select an administrator from a local high school, and interview this person about school policies relevant to non-heterosexual teenagers.  Does the school have a non-discrimination policy that includes sexual orientation?  Why or why not?  Does the school have any special events or assemblies that are relevant to the concerns of lesbian or gay youth?  Are lesbian and gay issues integrated into the curriculum of the school in any systematic way?  Why or why not?  What are the policies, if any, about bringing same-sex dates to school dances or other similar events?  Have there been any notable incidents at the schools that have generated conversation about these issues?  What kinds of changes does the administrator envision for the future?  Summarize the results of your interview in a brief paper.  In addition to summarizing the administrator’s comments, give your own views about the directions that educational policy in this area should take in future years.

