CD 33-B 

Early Childhood Curriculum

Emphasis on Math, Science, and Literacy

Instructor, Marilyn Frisch

 Office:  CCI-209

Phone: 638-3641, ext. 3605

 Email: marilyn.frisch@reedleycollege.edu

 Office Hours:

Mon. 
3:45 – 4:15

Tues.   1:00 – 2:00

Wed. 
3:45 – 4:15

Thur.
1:00 – 2:00

Course Description

This course will offer an intense study of Early Childhood Curriculum in areas of math, science, literacy and blockology. Integration of these areas with art, drama, music, and movement will be explored.  

Course Objectives: In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Apply knowledge of developmentally appropriate activities for preschool children in math, science and literacy.

B. Analyze stages of learning in the curriculum areas.

C. Compare and test various math and science games and activities.

D. Describe developmentally appropriate practices in curriculum.

E. Compare various early childhood math programs.

F. Explore children’s literature and the components of pre-reading and writing skills.

G. Design material geared to full-inclusion. 

Course Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Select, design and evaluate quality math, science and literacy materials that promote learning and full inclusion. 

B. Plan implement and evaluate developmentally appropriate activities in math, science and literacy for typically and atypically developing children.  

Textbook: 

Required:  
An Activities Handbook for Teachers of Young Children, 6th Ed., by Doreen J. Croft. Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Co. 

Recommended:
Science Activities A-Z



Math Activities A-Z

Course Outline: (approximate dates)
Week


Lecture Topic 



  Assignments Due

	  1
	Welcome / Course Syllabus / Class Policy
	

	  2
	Lecture - The Importance of Play 
	

	
	Lecture – Types of Play – stages / Activity
	

	  3
	Lecture - Language Arts  - overview / organizing the

               Environment
	Read  - Language Arts – Page 157 - 161

	  
	Lecture – Stages of Oral language development

                Video – Magnetic story board
	Read – Speaking  – Page 162 - 168

	  4
	Lecture – Language Arts – Listening  / Activity
	Read – Listening – Page 169 - 173

	  
	Lecture – Language Arts – Reading Readiness
	Read – Reading Readiness – p. 174 - 181

	  5
	Lecture – Language Arts – Writing
	Read – Writing – page 182 – 190

	  
	Circle Time – lesson plan / Activity – plan and practice in small activity groups
	Bring in a good children’s book 

(See textbook – p. 191 – 212)

Instructor approves book

Circle Time Lesson Plan

	  6
	Circle Time Activity
	Circle Time Presentation

	
	Circle Time Activity
	Circle Time Presentation

	  7
	Circle Time Activity
	Circle Time Presentation

	  
	Wrap-up play and language arts / review for exam
	

	  8 
	Exam #1
	EXAM - #1

	
	Go over exam #1

Lecture – Math (how we learn)
	Read – Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Dev. Page x-xxi (introduction)

	  9
	Lecture – Math – major concepts

             - Stages of math
	Read – Math – page - 124 - 130 

	
	Practice major concepts in math - activity
	

	  10
	Practice major concepts in math – activity

Learning objectives - practice
	

	
	Go over lesson plan format 

Organize groups for math centers / instructor approved
	Learning Objectives

Read - Math Activities – page 131- 155

	  11
	Students set up math centers 
	Center Lesson Plan

	
	Students set up math centers
	Center Lesson Plan

	  12
	Board Games – students  play / evaluate
	

	 
	Board Games – students play / evaluate
	

	  13
	Blocks – Developmental stages / Activity
	

	  
	Science – guest speaker
	Read – Science – page 215 – 219

	 14
	Lecture – Science
	

	
	Lecture – Science / Science video 
	Read – Science activities – p. 221 - 258

	 15
	Science Activities – Instructor prepared 
	

	
	Activity – Students organize in small groups for science centers – instructor approved. 
	

	 16
	Students set up science centers
	Center Lesson Plan

	
	Students set up science centers
	Center Lesson Plan

	 17
	Exam #2
	Exam #2

	
	Wrap-up
	

	 18
	Final – Wednesday, December 17, 2008 – 2:00 P.M.
	FINAL


Grading:  The final grade will be determined on the basis of accumulated points from the following assignments: 






       

      POINTS


1. Exams





50


2. Learning Objectives



15


3. Circle Time Presentation 



25


4. Small Group Activity / Lesson Plans

20 points each

· Math

· Science

5. Activities


            

  5 points each

Exams:

1. Two exams will be given, covering the text and lecture notes.


2. There are no make-ups for missed exams.


3. If you miss an exam, you are required to take the final. 

· Final exam: Wednesday, December 17, 2008, 2:00 P.M.

Learning Objectives:  A major part of successful planning in teaching is the ability to write good learning objectives.  Complete the learning objectives worksheet.  Late papers are not accepted. 

· Due: Wednesday, October 22, 2008.
Circle Time: 

      1.   Being in front of others to read books and sing songs, can be quite intimidating.

            However, this is a daily routine at preschools.  A quality circle time is loved by

            children.  A poorly planned circle time can induce behavior management issues in

            children. 

2. This is an opportunity to practice circle time and identify any areas that may be more challenging for you. 

3. Follow the Circle Time Lesson Plan – completing items 1 – 4.

4. There are no make-ups on missed activities.

Small Group Activity / Lesson Plans:
1.   These are designed to give you practice in writing lesson plans and executing

      teaching activities.  It is very important to spend the time required to do quality

      lesson plans. 

2. Students can work in small teaching teams.  If a member of the team is not contributing, please let the instructor know.

3. Students sign up with the instructor for approval of the activity and a delivery date. 

4. There are no make-ups on missed teaching activities.

Activities:
1. In class group or individual work will be provided several times during the

    semester to promote application of the material. 


2. Students will be required to give an oral presentation OR submit a written

                report prior to leaving class that day. 


3. Total points are between 0-5, based on the group’s level of successful

                completion.


4. There are no make-ups on missed activities.  You are allowed to drop 

                one activity, therefore, if you miss one that is the one that will 

                be dropped. 

Final Grade

90 -100% total points  = A


80 - 89%
           
= B


70 - 79%

= C


60 - 69%

= D

59% and below
= F

LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT PENALTY - 
Friday, October 17, 2008.  

**Students may drop or be dropped through October 17, 2008 and after this

    date a letter grade will be assigned. 

** If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

German Proverb
“Einen jungen Baum kann man biegen.”

(A young tree and a young person can be shaped.)

(As a twig is bent, so grows the tree.)

** Think of a proverb from your culture **

CLASS POLICY

This is your education, and therefore you have certain responsibilities that lead to a higher level of success.  The following are important items to remember.

A.  Attendance

1. If you are not here when roll is taken – you are tardy.

2. Missing 2 weeks of class is considered excessive.

3. If you cannot attend class, students are advised to have another student in the class pick up handouts and share notes, etc.

4. Attending class is for registered students only. 

B.  Dropping class

1. It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to drop a class they no longer intend to participate in, to avoid receiving a “F” grade.

2. When a students is absent in excess of two weeks, the instructor may initiate a withdrawal.

C.  Academic success

1. In order to succeed at the highest level in college, be sure to utilize the Reedley College services that are available.

a. Tutorial

b. Disabled Student Services

c. Computer lab

d. Library

e. Counseling

2. College success means planning ahead and scheduling everything

3. If you require special arrangements for testing, etc. through DSPS, allow 1-week time for the necessary processing.  

D.  Respect

1. Students are expected to manage their schedule and arrive on time.  If you should arrive late, please sit down quietly without disturbing others.  If you arrive late more than 1 time, please see the instructor. 

2. Students are expected to stay for the entire class time. 

3. Because of the large student load, it is helpful to have important questions or comments submitted in writing.  A sticky note works well.

4. Instructor set-up time - 10 minutes prior to class beginning is the instructors set up time, therefore individual questions would be better addressed during office hours.

5. Instructor schedule – the instructor may not be able to stay after class on certain days.  Please respect the instructors teaching schedule and see me during office hours.  

a. I have an open door policy during office hours.  If I am on the phone or with another student, please wait patiently.

6. If you would like a copy of something, allow 2-5 days for processing.

7. TIMING IS EVERYTHING – use common sense and consideration.
E.  Classroom behavior:

1. No food or drink in the classroom.  

2. No writing on the tabletops or defacing them in any way.

3. Cell phones are not allowed out during class.  If you have one with you, please keep it tucked away in a backpack or purse, in the off position. 

4. Use courtesy in the classroom.  One person talks at a time. 

F.  Class work:
1. Assignments are to be turned in on time.  Late assignments are not accepted. 

A. All assignments must be turned in during class on the day they are due.  No Exceptions!  No Excuses!
B. Computer, printer, or floppy disk failure is not an acceptable excuse.  Be sure to plan ahead.
C. Be sure to keep a copy of all graded work. 

2. Student Name – first and last name are required on all written work to receive credit.

3. Written assignments – all written assignments must be typed.

4. Exams:  

a. During an exam, students are to remain in class until it is completed and turned in.

b. Students are responsible for erasures on scantron type exams.

5. Final:  There are no make-ups on missed finals.  Students must arrive to the final at the scheduled time.  Tardy students are not admitted. 

6. Cheating: Students are expected to conduct themselves according to the Student Conduct Standards.  Cause for discipline include, but are not limited to:

a.   Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or 

      furnishing false information to the college.

b. Threat of physical abuse, on or off college property, of the person or property of any member of the college community or of members of his/her family. 

7. Emergencies or Extenuating Circumstances:  These are verified cases of 

accidents, illness, death in the immediate family, or jury duty. They

involve any long term absence and should be brought to the attention of the

instructor immediately.  Students are advised to provide the written proof of 

any such incident when they initially speak with the instructor.   

8. Plastic folders for written work make it hard for the instructor to grade the paper and make comments.  Please avoid using this type of device.  However, plastic folders are fine for samples of a child’s artwork.

9. All projects, tests and papers will be returned during class time.  If you are absent when they are returned, please pick them up in my office.  Items not picked up by the end of the semester (finals week), will be disposed of.

G.  Grades:

1. Grades are confidential.  I would be happy to discuss grades during office hours.  Discussion of grades cannot take place in the classroom, while other students are present. 

2. If the instructor has calculated an in progress grade for you during the semester, remember, this is “IN PROGRESS”, and the final grade may not be the same as the “IN PROGRESS” grade, should the student fail to complete the remainder of assignments with the same level of quality.

3. Always talk to the teacher of record for anything pertaining to this class.

4. Finals week is too late to notify the instructor of problems.  Be sure to talk to the instructor early in the semester, when something can be done.

H.  The instructor of record reserves the right to make any changes to the 

      course syllabus (dates), as deemed necessary for the good of the class.


 I.  Syllabus disclaimer:  This syllabus constitutes a contract between the instructor 

                   of this course and the student enrolled in the course.  The student’s decision to 

                   remain enrolled and attend the class denotes: 

1. Acceptance of this syllabus.

2. Acceptance of the expectations of this course as outlined in this syllabus.

3. The student’s understanding that the course schedule outlined in this syllabus is subject o change, dependent upon the instructor’s evaluation of the progress of the whole class. 

4. It is each student’s responsibility to read, complete, and turn in all assignments on the due date. 

Fall 2008

