Reedley College

ASL 3

Course Syllabus

Fall 2008
Instructor:  Katherine Carlsen


Class hour:  TTH 4:00 p.m. to 5:50 p.m.

Office:  No Office hours


Email: katherinecarlsen@sbcglobal.net

CRN:  50004 




Room:  CCI 204

Advisory on Recommended Preparation: Eligibility Eng 125 and 126.

September 5, 2007   Last day to drop the class without a “W.”

October 17, 2007  Last day to drop the class with a “W.”

December 16, 2007 at 6:30 P.M. Date/Time of Final Exam.
Prerequisites:  To be eligible for ASL 3 you must meet one of the following conditions: (1) Successful completion of ASL 2 with a 70% or better; (2) completion of an equivalent course at another campus with 70% or better; (3) demonstration of an equivalent proficiency in ASL, or (4) permission of the instructor.

Description:  Emphasis is on expanding (1) grammatical understanding of ASL,

(2) functional application of ASL, (3) vocabulary and (4) understanding and appreciation of the Deaf culture and Deaf community.  Since ASL is a visual/gestural language, you will need to develop communication skills of which you are not accustomed: using one’s hands, face, body, eyes and space.  In order to progress, it is important that students become comfortable using their bodies and “listening” with their eyes.  To encourage and foster the development of these skills, voicing in the classroom will be avoided.

ASL Zone:  Now that you are in ASL 3 the use of voices in the classroom will be highly discouraged.  You are ready to use the language to try to talk about most things.  Please respect your classmates’ and teacher’s wish to keep the environment a signing one free of English interference.  

Method of Instructions:  The best way to learn a language is to actually use it.  To encourage the development of your ASL skills, you will not be using their voices.  Much of the classroom activities involve small and large group activities.  The instruction and activities will vary widely in format and will include props, miming, pictures, overhead projections, written instructions, etc.

Accommodations for students with disabilities:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation for materials in alternate media(i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc. per the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.   If you are a disabled student, be sure to identify yourself to the college and the instructor so that reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.  For assistance, contact Services for Students with Disabilities.   Services include learning skills, Adapted P.E., notepaper, interpreters, alternate media and more.
Course Goals:  The underlying premise of our ASL curriculum is hat you will not and cannot become a skilled signer by simply attending class.  The classroom is merely an arena for exposure to new material, modeling and some limited practice.  Your real learning occurs out of the classroom as you struggle to apply the material.  You are encouraged to take control of your learning, to utilize the resources that are available to you, and to develop your own learning support systems.  As an instructor I will provide you with resources and activities to help you on your way.  I realize that people have diverse learning styles.  Some students learn better through trial and error, while other students learn better through varieties of learning styles.  I expect you will commit to creating a classroom environment that will accommodate persons of diverse backgrounds, experiences and needs.  If you are able to appreciate, respect, and benefit from the variety personalities and behaviors of your peers, then you will be prepared to do the same with the myriad encounter you will have with members of the Deaf community and our society as a whole.

Student Outcomes and Competencies:  During the semester you will be asked to demonstrate (1) receptive and expressive accuracy in and/or (2) knowledge of each of the following grammatical, functional, and cultural components of ASL.

Grammatical Components:

Unit 13:  Locating Things around the House

Unit 14:  Complaining, Making Suggestion and Requests

Unit 15:  Exchanging Personal Information: Life Events

Unit 16:  Describing and Identifying Things

Unit 17:  Talking About the Weekend

Including fingerspelling; Idioms and expressions; functions and types of classifiers; numbers; sentence structures – rhetorical questions/ conjunctions and compound sentences; relative clauses.

Textbook & Supplies

1. Signing Naturally Student Workbook Level 2 (Pink)

2. Everyone Here Spoke Sign Language by Nora Ellen Groce

3. American Sign Language Dictionary by Elaine Costello. (Published by Random House Webster). About $20.00 (Optional)

4. # 2 pencil, a 1-spiral notebook (30 to 40 sheets)

5. Senses of Humor

6. Patience

7. Teamwork

8. Smile

Student Assignments:

Skill and Knowledge Enhancement Exercises:  These in-class activities are designed to help you gain natural use of ASL.  They will be assigned participation points and are graded based on your effort and cooperation.

Fingerspelling, Numbers and Core Vocabulary Review:   Constant review of the vocabulary and regular practice of fingerspelling and numbers is critical to your progress in this course.  You will be asked to study your vocabulary regularly.

Dialogues:  In class you will be practicing dialogues.  The purpose of this exercise is to develop your grammatical and functional application of the language and give you an opportunity to get feedback on your progress.

Cultural and Grammatical Reading:  Culture and language are highly interwoven with each other.  To fully appreciate any language you must also have a sense of the community that uses the language.  We will begin to explore the Deaf community by reading Everyone Here Spoke Sign Language for a book report. Check www.dhhsc.org for news, events, announcements and more.  In additional you will be given several handouts that partially describe the grammatical components discussed in class.

Assessment and evaluation:

My own perspective is that any opportunity for feedback and evaluation is an opportunity

for learning and growth, which I also believe, is more important than an actual grade.  The classroom is structured so that you will receive feedback continually throughout the semester from which to determine your progress.

Assignments: We will spend quite a bit of classroom time practicing and playing together.  Keeping up on your assignments and your practice helps you and your classmates participate in classroom activities.  In addition, you are fully responsible to contact your buddy for classroom homework if you are missing the class.

Quizzes and Exams:

Vocabulary, Fingerspelling, and Phases/ Numbers – You will have several quizzes during the semester, including a cumulative midterm exam at the middle of semester and a cumulative final exam at the end of semester.  You can ask me to have a special quiz on something that you want to understand right and it will be extra points toward to your grade.

Culture and Grammar - You will have several quizzes on your knowledge and understanding of the cultural and grammatical information presented to you in class and from your assignments.

Deaf Community Events - Each student will be encouraged to attend community events throughout the semester and will give an instructor reports about the events.  Student will earn the extra points which will be announced in the class.

Enjoy yourself in a good environment:  Using a new language can be intimidating.  Don’t let it be.  Relax.  Have fun.  Don’t be afraid to make mistakes.  They are part of language learning progress.  Students should challenge themselves to use as much as sign as possible.  Challenge yourself is part of every assignment criteria; you will be graded on what you choose to learn in your individual assignments.

Cell Phones:  Cell phones must be turned off.  If you have an emergency call, just let me know and leave classroom for a few minutes.

Ask for help:  If you fall behind, or you are not remembering the new vocabulary, please stop me and review in different ways.  I am ready to deal with any struggles students may have with the learning process.  You can email me at any time to discuss with me. Email address is katherinecarlsen@sbcglobal.net. 

Book Report – 100



Grades:

Presentation – 100



100% to 90% - A   790 - 690 Points

Quizzes – 150




89% to 80%   - B   589 - 489 Points


Project – 100




79% to 70%   - C   488 - 388 Points

Participation – 340 (10 points each)

69% to 60%   - D   387 - 287 Points



59% to   0%   - F   286 -     0 Points

Study Buddies:   I would like you to find at least three other students to exchange names and phone numbers with.  If you are going to be absent, call one of your buddies and ask him/her to take notes and get you the assignment.  The person who is absent is responsible for finding out what happened in the class when they were absent.

Name________________________________________Phone______________________

Name________________________________________Phone______________________

Name________________________________________Phone______________________

***You are responsible for keeping all papers, quizzes, tests in one notebook.  I might ask you for the specific papers to show me for the proof.

