Reedley College Animal Science Program

Course Syllabus – Fall 2008
	Course Number & Name:  AS 40 – Fairs & Expositions

	Section Number:  54016 – Lopes, 50679 - Loya

	Instructor Information:

	Contact Information:
David M. Lopes

Phone/Voice Mail:  638-0319

E-mail:  david.lopes@reedleycollege.edu

	Office Hours:  

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00 – 10:00 am

Wednesdays 9:00 – 11:00 am
Office:  AGR 5

	Class Meets:
Lecture:  Friday, 2:00 – 2:50 pm                  Lab:  Friday, 3:00 – 5:50 pm

Attendance will be required during the Collegiate Livestock Show at Fresno Fair October 1-3 and at the annual FFA Novice Showmanship Field Day on Friday, November 21.



	Optional Dates:

· Various Round Robin Showmanship Competitions (e.g. Tulare County Fair, LA County Fair, …)
· Dinuba FFA Showmanship, August 29
· California State Fair Open Division Livestock Show, August 29 - September 1in Sacramento.
· Madera & Dinuba Bull Sales, September 9 & 27, respectively.

· Final Drive Steer Sale @ Reedley College, October 12

· Central California Angus Show at Fresno Fair, October 12 


	Holidays:  Holidays will be observed as per the State Center Community College District Schedule.



	Drop Deadline:  
The last day for a student to drop this course is Friday, October 17th.  After this date, the student must receive a grade.  



	Final Exam Date:   Wednesday, December 17th, 2:00 – 3:50 pm


	Prerequisites:   None.
	Units:
2 Units; 4 hours (1 lecture & 3 lab hours per week)



	Text & Other Required Materials:

No text is required for this course.  Reference materials (such as official fair premium books) will be provided as needed.  Please bring a writing utensil (pen or pencil) to class and lab.
Students will be required to wear the official Reedley College Livestock Show Team Shirt and black pants while exhibiting animals at the Fresno Fair.  A deposit of approximately $40.00 will be collected from each student to pay for the show shirts.  This deposit will be returned to each student who chooses to return his/her shirt (in satisfactory condition) at the end of the semester.



	Method for Measuring Student Advancement and Determining Grades

The methods for measuring students' achievement & determining grades are:

Writing Assignment

Laboratory Reports, Fair Entries, Novice Showmanship Field Day Preparation
Skill Demonstrations

    Class Performance, Field & Lab Work

    Fresno Fair Livestock Show
    Novice Showmanship Field Day
Examinations

    Final Exam

	

	Grading Scale:  A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = under 59%.  


	Attendance Requirements

Attendance is required since most of the learning occurs in a lecture/laboratory situation.

· Students are responsible for obtaining notes/information missed due to an absence from the instructor.

· Please notify the instructor if you know in advance that you will be absent from class.

· College policy dictates that an instructor should drop a student with two consecutive weeks of unexcused absences.
· At the end of the 9th week of instruction, no withdrawals are permitted and the student must receive a grade. 

· Make up tests and assignments will only be allowed for emergency situations and pre-excused absences. 


	Additional Requirements:

Additional evaluation factors include course participation (lecture & lab), hours of work on project, teamwork skills, participation in college showmanship contests.

· Must have a minimum of 72 hours for a passing grade in the class.

· Must be enrolled in a minimum of 12 units during the current semester and have a 2.0 GPA to participate on the Livestock Show Team at fairs.



	Behavioral Standards:

All students are expected to act in a mature, responsible manner that respects the rights of all other students, the instructor, and any guest presenters that may participate in the class.  All cell phones and other electronic gadgets that may cause distraction are to be turned “off” during lecture and lab sessions.



	Cheating & Plagiarism:

In keeping with the philosophy that students are entitled to the best education available, and in compliance with Board Policy 5410, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attaining an education.  Violations of this policy will result in disqualification for the course.



	Accommodation Statement:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.


	Course Description:

A practical field course to introduce students to the subject of fairs, sales, and expositions, their rules, regulations, judging, scoring, and entry procedures for livestock and horses.  Emphasis will be placed on exhibiting, showmanship, and management of animals on display in a public setting.



	Lecture & Laboratory Topics:

See attached spreadsheets for lecture & lab topics, student assessment methods and respective point values.



	Learning Objectives:
· The student will have opportunities to plan, observe, interact, and participate in activities directly related to fairs, sales, and expositions.

· To identify skills and knowledge need to establish a work ethic and an aptitude for developing a successful exhibit at fairs.

· To train, feed, groom and prepare livestock for exhibition.

· To practice proper maintenance, sanitation, and upkeep of equipment and housing facilities for livestock show projects.

· To develop leadership, communication, supervision, and teamwork skills.

· To practice ethical, industry approved livestock management practices.
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