Course: Argumentation – Speech 25
Instructor: Angela Prelip

Email: angela@prisonbound.com

angelaprelip@hotmail.com

Phone: (559) 977-7959

Text:  Infante, D. A. (1988).  Arguing Constructively.  Long Grove, Illinois: Waveland Press, Inc. 
Objectives:  
This course is designed to instruct students in the fundamentals of analysis, reasoning, advocacy and criticism of ideas.  There will be an emphasis on derived conclusions based on valid evidence and sound inferences without using fallacies of thought and language.  Students will demonstrate these basic principles through an oral presentation and written assignments.

At the end of this course students should be able to:

1. Create propositions of value, fact and policy.

2. Engage in group problem solving using rational arguments to settle disagreements.

3. Create and deliver a speech on a public policy issue.

4. Identify logical fallacies in both written and verbal discourse.

5. Critically evaluate evidence presented in support of an argument.

6. Critically evaluate reasoning presented in support of an argument.

ADVISORY: Eligibility for English 1A recommended.
Class Participation:  
This is an online class, which requires students to participate in discussion groups and critiquing exercises.  It is imperative that you participate in order to learn and support your classmates. Students will be expected to answer discussion questions which will be posted by the instructor in the discussion section every Monday.  Students are required to respond in detail to the discussion question(s) by the assigned due date. Points will be given for participation in discussion groups, critique postings and other posting assignments worth a total of 300 points.
Students will be required to come on campus to deliver one speech during the course of the semester.  Two dates will be scheduled for student speeches.  All students are required to attend at least one of these dates to deliver their assigned speech.  Students will receive 25 points for their participation in addition to the points earned for completing the speech assignment.  Students can earn an additional 25 points extra credit for attending both face to face class sessions.  Please note, students will be required to stay the entire class session to earn points for participating and/or extra credit points.
If a student decides to drop from this class, it is the students’ responsibility to complete the proper paperwork.

Late Assignments:  All assignments, exams and student speeches are expected to be completed on time as assigned; however, the instructor understands that there might be an occasion when a student must turn in an assignment late.  Any late assignment will be penalized two full grades.  Late exams and speeches will not be accepted.
Instructor Thoughts:  Each week the instructor will place an MP3 file for students to listen to.  These audio files will replace face to face class lectures.  Students will be responsible for listening to these files when posted.  “Instructor Thoughts” will be posted each Sunday.

Exams:  There will be one exam as indicated on the class schedule, worth 200 points.  The exam will be in a take-home essay format.  The exam will be posted one week prior to the due date.  The exam will be based on material presented from your textbook, “Instructor’s Thoughts”, handouts and discussion board.  

Assignments:  
Oral presentation: 

Proposition of Policy
Issue Analysis Papers:


Proposition of Fact

Proposition of Value


Defending the Opposition
All topics must be approved by the instructor before paper or speech is turned in for a grade.  Guidelines for student’s presentation and papers will be found in Blackboard under Classroom Documents.
Plagiarism:  Borrowing someone else’s words/work without proper citation is illegal and will not be tolerated!  Students are responsible for listening to “What is Plagiarism”, found in Classroom Documents, before completing any assignments.
Accommodations:  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Grading:

Participating in Speeches




  25 Points

Posting in Discussion Groups and Critique Posting
300 Points




Exams






200 Points

Proposition of Policy Speech



100 Points

Proposition of Fact





125 Points

Proposition of Value





125 Points

Defending the Opposition




125 Points

Grading Scale

900 – 1000 points
A

800 – 899 points
B

700 – 799 points
C

600 – 699 points
D

599 or less points
F

Please note – This syllabus and schedule is subject to change.  

Reedley City College

Speech 25: Course Outline

(This course outline is tentative.  Expect date changes)
Week 1 – June 11 

Read 

“Getting Started”  - found in Course Documents
Assignment Guidelines- found in Course Documents

What is Plagiarism? - found in Course Documents

Chapters 1 through 3 in textbook
Listen to
“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 1
“Student Guide to Academic Writing Handout part 1 & 2”
Discussion Question 
Two truths and one lie 
Post your topic for Proposition of Value paper 
Post your outline for Proposition of Value paper
Critique 
Give feedback on at least two others students outline for Proposition of Value
Week 2 – June 18

Read 



Chapters 4, 5 & 7 in textbook


Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 2

Discussion Question 
Post your first draft for Proposition of Value paper 
Critique – Give feedback on at least two students’ Proposition of Value paper
Proposition of Value Paper is due by noon on June 25
Week 3 – June 25


Read



Chapters 8 and 9 in textbook


Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 3


Discussion Question
Post your topic for Proposition of Policy Speech 





Post your outline for the Proposition of Policy Speech
June 29 and July 1

Proposition of Policy Speeches

Week 4 – July 2

Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 4

Discussion Questions
Post your topic for Proposition of Fact paper

Week 5 – July 9



Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 5


Discussion Questions
Post your outline for the Proposition of Fact Paper


Critique – Give feedback on at least two students’ Proposition of Fact paper

Week 6 – July 16

Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 6


Discussion Question 
Post your first draft for Proposition of Fact paper 

Critique – Give feedback on at least two students’ Proposition of Fact paper

Proposition of Fact Papers due by noon on July 23

Week 7 – July 23

Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 7


Discussion Questions
Post your outline for the Defending the Opposition

Critique – Give feedback on at least two students’ Defending the Opposition outline
Week 8 – July 30

Listen to 


“Instructor’s Thoughts” for week 8

Discussion Question 
Post your first draft for Defending the Opposition paper 

Critique – Give feedback on at least two students’ Defending the Opposition paper

Defending the Opposition Papers due by noon on August 3
Exam due by noon on August 3

