
Psychology 2:  General Psychology

MWF 10:10 to 1:50

Reedley College
Course Number:
74085


Semester:
  Summer 2007
Instructor:

Lyn Martin, Ph.D.

Phone:
  (559) 960-8836

Office Hours:
By appointment 


E-mail:  drmartinlyn@yahoo.com
Required Text:

Weiten, W. (2005). Psychology: Themes and Variations (6th edition). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Course Objectives:

This course is designed provide you with:

· an overview of the field of psychology, including its historical roots, major theories, research findings, and current issues within the field.
· an understanding of how psychological research is conducted and how psychological research is applied in everyday life.
· an appreciation for the value of applying the scientific method to the study of human behavior.
· an opportunity to develop your critical thinking skills in evaluating psychological research.
Course Assignments:  Your grade in the course will reflect your performance on the following assignments.  
Exams
(two worth 50 points each)

=
100 points

Final






=
100 points

Paper






=
100 points

Behavioral Observation Assignment

= 
50   points 
Article Critiques (two) 



=
200 points
Attendance and Participation


= 
100  points 


TOTAL POINTS




=
650 points

Course Grading Scale:  The total number of points you earn determines your grade.
A
=
90 – 100%
=
585 - 650 points

B
=
80 – 89%
=
520 - 584 points

C
=
70 – 79%
=
455 - 519 points

D
=
60 – 69%
=
390 - 454 points

F
=
0 – 59%
=
    0 - 389 points
COURSE ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION
EXAMS
There will be a total of two exams in addition to the final.  The exams will be primarily comprised of multiple choice, true/false and fill in the blank questions.  Each exam will cover only the material we have studied up until the final exam, which will be comprehensive.  
FINAL EXAM

The final examination will be comprised of all the material covered over the course of the six weeks.
BEHAVIORAL OBSERVATION
You will be asked to observe and write up your observations of everyday common human behavior applying scientific methods.
ARTICLE CRITIQUES

You will be given a research article and asked to summary and critique the research.  These need to be a minimum of 2 typed pages.  

PAPER

You will be asked to write a 3-5 page research paper on a psychological disorder.  You need to explain the disorder and discuss treatment options along with the prognosis and prevalence of the disorder.
All written work that will be turned in for a grade must have normal margins, be double-spaced, and typed in 12-point font.
For the research paper you must cite at least (4) four (in either APA or MLA styles).  

Triple check your paper for grammatical and spelling errors because those elements will be considered, with content in the evaluation of the assignment. 
EXTRA CREDIT:  
An extra article critique may be offered on a case by case basis if deemed necessary.   
PARTICIPATION
Your active participation in the course is expected and required.  Obviously, you can’t participate if you are not in class, so attendance will be taken each class period.  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed and to pick up any handouts or assignments that might have been distributed on the day of your absence.  

You will be awarded five points for each class period you attend and actively participate in; 10 points awarded for active and appropriate participation.  Attendance and participation will be reduced for disruptive classroom behavior including use of cell phones, PDA’s or other technological device during class and/or absences.  You are expected to be courteous to your fellow students and your instructor at all times.  
DROPPING A COURSE

If you choose to drop a course, it is your responsibility to fulfill the requirements for dropping a course.  Do not depend on your instructor to notice that you have stopped attending class and drop you.  The last day to drop a class to avoid receiving a “W” is July 5, 2005.  The last day to drop a course without being assigned a letter grade is July 15, 2005.  If you are enrolled in a course at the end of the semester, you must receive a letter grade.  

CLASS CANCELLATION 

Class cancellations will be articulated orally in class and in writing on blackboard. In cases of emergency where pre-warnings are not possible, students will be notified by an official yellow door card clearly posted on classroom door(s); when possible, blackboard notification will also be used in this latter case.

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM
Reedley College has a written policy regarding cheating and plagiarism that you should read.  The policy describes the specific steps that will be taken when an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected.

Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  Cheating is NOT limited to examinations only. It includes any act in which you engage for the purpose of obtaining unearned academic.

Plagiarism is defined as fraudulently representing someone else’s writing or other scholarly material as your own.  In other words, plagiarism is when you try to receive credit for someone else’s work, including, but not limited to, any source you use for a paper and a fellow student’s homework.

Any individual caught cheating or plagiarizing will be referred to the school authorities for disciplinary action, no exceptions.

DISABLED STUDENT NOTICE

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation act please contact your instructor as soon as possible.

This syllabus is subject to change and/or revision during the academic term.
Course Outline
June 25

Introduction

Chapter 1 – The Evolution of Psychology 

June 27

Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 ​​– The Research Enterprise in Psychology
June 29

Chapter 3 – The Biological Bases of Behavior 
July 2 


Chapter 4 - Sensation and Perception
July 4


4th of July Holiday - No Class

July 6


Behavioral Observation Due
Chapter 5 - Variations in Consciousness
July 9


Exam 1 Chapters 1-5 
July 11

 Chapter 6 – Learning



July 13 

Chapter 7 – Human Memory
July 16

Chapter 8 - Cognition and Intelligence
July 18

Article Critique #1 Due 

Chapter 9 – Motivation and Emotion
July 20

Chapter 10 - Human Development Across the Lifespan
July 23

Exam 2 Chapters 6-10 




Chapter 11 – Personality: Theory, Research and Assessment

July 25

Chapter 12 – Stress, Coping and Health



Chapter 13 – Psychological Disorders

July 27

Article Critique #2 Due



Chapter 14 – Treatment of Psychological Disorders
July 30

Chapter 15 – Social Behavior 
Aug. 1


Review 



Paper Due

Aug. 3


Comprehensive Final Exam
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