American Government
Political Science 2
Summer 2007

Section: 76331 (Mon. thru Fri. 9 – 10:30 a.m.), Room SOC 31
	Instructor: Juan F. Arzola
	Telephone: (559) 638-3641 Ext. 3874

	Website: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu
	Email: juana@cos.edu                                   


Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce the student to the primary structures and functions of the American and State of California governmental systems and to acquaint them with the fundamentals of political science. The emphasis of the course will be placed upon the three primary branches of both state and national governments, the functioning of the government bureaucracies, and the formulation of public policy. Additionally, students will examine the relationship of state and local institutional powers to the concept of Federalism and survey various examples of direct and indirect democracy at the state and local levels.
Course Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to:

1. Recognize the basic principles of democracy in the United States.

2. Understand the checks and balances system, recognizing how each branch of government functions in relation to the other two branches. Students will identify the key responsibilities and limitations of each branch.

3. Be familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the American two-party system and the effects of so-called “third party” movements.

4. Be able to apply his/her knowledge of the evolution of civil rights in the United States to current events.

5. Recognize the importance of the Bill of Rights in guaranteeing civil liberties in the United States.

6. Be acquainted with the key elements of domestic and foreign policy, and relate how events can dictate our government’s priorities.

7. Appreciate the relationship between voting and the development of public policy, both in the United States and in California.

Required Text:

Schmidt, Steffen W.; Shelley, Mark C.; and Bardes, Barbara A. American Government and Politics, 12th edition, (Ohio: Wadsworth, 2005). (APG)

(BOUNDED WITH)
Lawrence, David G. California: The Politics of Diversity, 1st edition, (Ohio: Wadsworth, 2006). (CPD)
Method of Evaluation and Grading: 
Exams:
There will be two written exams: a mid-term and a non-comprehensive final. Exams emphasis assigned readings and lecture material. There are 100 possible points on each exam. A blue book will be required for these exams.

Online Quizzes:
Quizzes will be assigned following the completion of each lecture topic. Quizzes will consist of five (5) short-answer questions. Students can earn up to a total of 25 points for each quiz. Quizzes will be based on assigned readings and lecture material. Lowest quiz score will be dropped.
Writing Assignment:
Each student is required to engage in some form of critical analysis through writing. Hence, you will be provided with two opportunities to fulfill the aforementioned requirement. More details are forthcoming.
Extra Credit:
Throughout the session there will be a number of impromptu opportunities to earn extra credit points. In addition to the aforementioned opportunities, students can meet with the instructor to discuss possible extra credit projects. There is a thirty (30) point limit that a student can earn in extra credit.

There is a total of 550 points available. Here is a concise breakdown of the worth of each assignment, its weighted value in a percentage, and how final grades will be assigned:

	Assignments:
	Points:
	Weighted %
	
	Point Value Range
	Awarded Grade

	Mid-term Exam
	100
	18.2
	
	495 and above
	= A

	Final Exam
	100
	18.2
	
	440 – 494 
	= B

	Writing Assignment
	100
	18.2
	
	385 – 439 
	= C

	Online Quizzes
	250
	45.4
	
	330 – 384 
	= D

	
	550
	100
	
	329 and below
	= F


Course Policy:
Class Attendance

Students are expected to attend class regularly, to be in class on time, and not leave class early. Please inform me of any situations that may affect your ability to follow this policy. 

Class Environment

It is expected that a mutual level of respect is to be afforded to your peers. The suppression of another student’s opinion WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. All students should aspire to create an atmosphere of high intellectual learning. This can only be accomplished if we come to class with forward-thinking, open-minds.

Cell Phones, MP3’s, etc.

Cell phones and MP3 players are to be turned off. Not only is a ringing cell phone annoying, it is down-right disrespectful. If it is imperative that your phone must remain on, please inform me prior to the start of class. I will then ask you to place your phone on vibrate. On the days of exams, no technological devices will be allowed to be on. Failure to follow these instructions will lead to the dismissal from my class.

Making-up Missed Quizzes and/or Exams:
I am aware that “Life happens.” Therefore, in the event that a quiz or exam is missed due to “life”, then I will allow one exam to be made up with written verification that details the extenuating circumstances that affected your ability to attend class. 

Academic Honesty:
All work for this course must be your own. Anyone guilty of academic dishonesty will fail the course and be reported to the Dean of Students.

Withdrawal from the Course: 
Under college policies, students bear the responsibility of withdrawing from a class if they choose to stop attending class. Students who fail to drop the class and stop attending will receive an "F" for the final course grade.

Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities
Every attempt will be made in this course to conform to college policy on disabilities. If you have disability-related needs, please inform the instructor of them immediately. 
Important Dates

June 26: 
LAST DAY TO ADD CLASS W/ADD CODES AND TO DROP CLASSES WITHOUT A “W” AND BE ELIGIBLE FOR A REFUND.
July 4:
INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY – NO CLASSES.

Aug. 3:

CLASS FINAL EXAM AT 9 – 10:30 A.M. IN RM. FEM 01.

Course Outline:

Week One
Monday (06/25)

Introduction to the course

Tuesday (06/26)

Lecture Topics: Political Ideologies, the Fundamentals of Government, American Political Culture, and Politics and Political Development: California-Style.

Read: APG, pp. 3 – 27; CPD, pp. 1 – 15.
Wednesday (06/27)


Lecture Topics: Political Ideologies, the Fundamentals of Government, American Political Culture, and Politics and Political Development: California-Style (continued).

*Note: Online Quiz #1 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture One material.

Thursday (06/28)
Lecture Topic: The Founding and The Constitution, California Political Development and Constitution.

Read: APG, pp. 31 – 57; CPD, pp. 15 – 31 and 581 – 582.


Friday (06/29)
Lecture Topic: The Founding and The Constitution, California Political Development and Constitution (continued).

Week Two

Monday (07/02)

Lecture Topic: The Founding and The Constitution, California Political Development and Constitution (continued).

*Note: Online Quiz #2 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Two material.

Tuesday (07/03)

Lecture Topics: Federalism, Federalism’s impact in California, and California in the Grand Scheme of Things.

Read: APG, pp. 81 – 105; CPD, pp. 31 – 36.

Wednesday (07/04), Thursday (07/05), and Friday (07/06)
NO CLASS!!!!! 4TH OF JULY!!!!!

Week Three


Monday (07/09)

Lecture Topics: Federalism, Federalism’s impact in California, and California in the Grand Scheme of Things (cont.)

*Note: Online Quiz #3 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Three material.

Tuesday (07/10)

Lecture Topics: Civil Liberties and Diversity; and Civil Liberties in California

Read: APG, pp. 113 – 143

Wednesday (07/11)

Lecture Topics: Civil Liberties and Diversity; and Civil Liberties in California; Civil Rights and Diversity and Civil Rights in California
Read: APG, pp. 151 – 183

*Note: Online Quiz #4 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Four material.

Thursday (07/12)

Lecture Topics: Civil Rights and Diversity and Civil Rights in California

*Note: No Online Quiz. Study for MID-TERM EXAM Tomorrow.
Friday (07/13)

MID-TERM EXAM!!!!! BRING A BLUE BOOK!!!!!!!

Week Four

Monday (07/16)
Lecture Topics: Policy Inputs—Political Participation and Voting 

Read: APG, pgs. 313-320
Tuesday (07/17)

Lecture Topics: Policy Inputs— Political Participation and Voting; National Political Parties and their California Contemporaries

Read: APG, pp. 251 – 281; CPD, pp. 64 – 66.

*Note: Online Quiz #5 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Six material
Wednesday (07/18)
Lecture Topic: Policy Inputs—National Political Parties and their California Contemporaries; Congress; California State Legislature; Direct Democracy in California


Read: APG, pp. 355 – 384; CPD, pp. 38 – 47, 76 – 91, and 585 – 588.

*Note: Online Quiz #6 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Seven material
Thursday (07/19)
Lecture Topic: Congress; California State Legislature; Direct Democracy in California

Friday (07/20)
Lecture Topic: Congress; California State Legislature; Direct Democracy in California; The Presidency and California Executive Politics

Read: APG, pp. 391 – 418; CPD, pp. 94 – 104 and 582 – 583.
*Note: Online Quiz #7 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Eight material
Week Five

Monday (07/23)

Lecture Topic: The Presidency and California Executive Politics
Tuesday (07/24)
Lecture Topics: The Presidency and California Executive Politics; The Federal Courts and California’s Judiciary
Read: APG, pp. 455 – 478; CPD, pp. 108 – 120 and 588 – 590.

*Note: Online Quiz #8 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Nine material
Wednesday (07/25)
Lecture Topic: The Federal Courts and California’s Judiciary
Thursday (07/26)

Lecture Topics: The Federal Courts and California’s Judiciary; National Economic Policy; California Public Policy


Read: APG, pp. 485 – 544; CPD, pp. 138 – 159 and 597 – 600.

*Note: Online Quiz #9 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Ten material

Friday (07/27)


Lecture Topic: National Economic Policy; California Public Policy
Week Six


Monday (07/30)
Lecture Topics: National Economic Policy; California Public Policy; Foreign Policy and Democracy


Read: APG, pp. 549 – 574.

*Note: Online Quiz #10 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Eleven material

Tuesday (07/31)

Lecture Topic: Foreign Policy and Democracy


*Note: Online Quiz #11 Available on Blackboard covering Lecture Twelve material

Wednesday (08/01)

Lecture Topic: Domestic/Social Welfare Policy

Read: APG, 483 – 517 


Thursday (08/02)

Lecture Topic: Social Welfare Policy; In-class Country Welfare Presentations
*Note: No Online Quiz For Lecture Twelve material.

Friday (08/03)

FINAL EXAM!!!!! BRING A BLUE BOOK!!!!!

