Math 103

                                                                    MTTh 6:00 – 9:25pm
Mrs. Michelle Reindl

                                                                                  Summer 2007

Email: michelle.reindl@reedleycollege.edu

                                                                                Course #78281


INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA
TEXT
Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, 2nd Edition – by Charles P. McKeague, Thomson Learning, Inc., 2004

CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course will deal with many algebraic concepts including: equations and inequalities in two variables, rational exponents and roots, quadratic functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, and conic sections.

COURSE PREREQUISITES & BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES
MATH 101 or equivalent and eligibility for ENGL 126
COURSE OBJECTIVES
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. use function notation and the properties of lines and linear inequalities.

B. simplify radical expressions and perform operations on radical expressions.

C. graph parabolas and solve quadratic equations.

D. use the properties of exponents and logarithmic functions to change the base of a logarithm.

E. generalize arithmetic and geometric sequences and find the kh term of a binomial expansion.

F. manipulate and graph equations of conic sections.
REQUIRED MATERIALS
3-ring binder, plenty of college ruled paper, pencils, 4 x 6 note cards, scientific calculator, highlighter, ¼” graph paper, eraser, pre-printed notes from RC bookstore
ATTENDANCE
You are expected to attend all class sessions, be on time and be in class the entire class session.  Calling or emailing me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse you.  There are no excused absences.  If you do miss a class, for any reason, it is your responsibility to learn the material covered in class that day.  If you decide to stop attending class, for any reason, it is your responsibility to drop this class.  The necessary forms are available in the Admissions & Records Office.  Students who fail to show on the first day of class are automatically dropped.

Four absences, not necessarily consecutive, may result in an automatic drop from the course.  A tardy (1 – 15 minutes late) is equivalent to half an absence and will count towards your attendance record.  Arriving more than 15 minutes late constitutes an absence.  Leaving early also counts as an absence.
BEHAVIOR
Your classmates and I would greatly appreciate you take care of any personal needs (using the restroom, getting a drink, sharpening a pencil, making/receiving phone calls) before class begins or during break time.  You may not use your phone as a calculator.  In fact, all cell phones should be completely turned off during class time.  The vibration setting does not mean it’s off.  Please do not bring guests/children to class. 
Please do not bring any food, drinks, or children into the classroom.

*Bottled water is the exception.

*This is a school rule, not mine.

INTEGRITY

All work will be the original work of the individual student.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.  Failure to comply will result in a zero for all involved parties.  Any second incidence of cheating will result in failing the class and not receiving credit.   A formal report will be made to the dean for each occurrence.
HOMEWORK
You are strongly encouraged to do the homework assigned everyday.  It is necessary to practice the concepts so that understanding can be achieved.  All homework assigned in class should be completed for the next class session.  (Any athlete or musician requires practice to improve his/her performance.  The same concept applies to anyone learning new subject matter.)  2 sections of homework will be collected and graded on test day.  Each section is worth fifty (50) points.  I will randomly choose which 2 sections on test day, so be sure you have all sections completed and with you in class on test day.  Homework is graded upon completeness, neatness and effort.  Problems must be written out (except the word problems) and all work must be shown in order to receive credit.  The final answer to each problem should be highlighted.  No late homework is accepted!  Homework with frayed edges from a spiral notebook will not be accepted.  Being absent does not entitle you to turn in the assignment late.  It is your responsibility to make sure it is turned in when it is due.

Upon entering class, please list on the board the problem numbers you would like me to review from the homework with the class.  If the problem number is already listed, please place a check mark (() next to it so that it is apparent that more than one person is requesting that problem.  A maximum of six (6) of the most requested problems will be addressed, as time allows.

EXAMS
There will be six (6) exams plus a comprehensive final exam.  Each exam is worth one hundred (100) points.   The final exam is worth two hundred (200) points.  No exam will be given early or late, nor may they be made up if missed.   No exceptions!  Please do not ask!  The final exam is scheduled for Thursday, August 2nd during regular class time.  Sharing calculators on a test is prohibited, as is using a cellular phone as a calculator.  Be responsible for your own supplies.

GRADES
Tests account for 65% of your grade.  Homework accounts for 35% of your grade.  The following scale determines your overall course grade.

A = 90 – 100%, B = 80 – 89%, C = 70 – 79%, D = 60 – 69%, F = below 60%

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

NOTE
As a part-time instructor for Reedley College, I have neither an office nor office hours.  If you need to get a message to me, please use my email address (see top of syllabus) or get to know one of your classmates and have him/her bring it to me personally before class.  You may also leave a written message with the administration office and they will place it in my mailbox.
Important Dates to Remember:


June 18 (M) – Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

June 22 (F) – Last day to change to/from C/NC


July 4 (W) – Independence Day Holiday 


July 5 (Th) – Last day drop, grade will be assigned after this date
