GEOGRAPHY 5

ENVIRIONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Summer 2007 Syllabus                                                                                                 Course No.  72094
Instructor:  Professor  J. Gillespie              E-mail:  jennifer.gillespie@reedleycollege.edu    [E-mail checked daily]


Office Hours:  By appointment                 Class schedule and location:  MTW 11:00am-1:50pm in room CCI-204
Important Dates
June 25     (M)    Start of 6-week summer session

June 26     (T)     Last day to drop a 6-week summer session class (letter grades assigned after this date)

June 27     (W)    Last day to drop a 9-week summer session class (letter grades assigned after this date)

June 27     (W)    Last day to change a 6-week summer session class to/from a CR/NC grading basis

July 4        (W)    Independence Day (no classes held, campus closed)

August 3   (F)     End of 6-week, 8-week, and 10-week summer session

Course Objective

Welcome to Environmental Conditions!  The goal of this course is examine the relationship between people and 
Earth’s physical environment, and provide students with a better understanding of why the atmosphere behaves as 
it does.  Many topics will be explored including the globe, map projections and various types of maps, time zones, 
the Earth-Sun relationship, cloud formation, severe storms, weather forecasting, climates, and El Nino.  Because 
weather is a science, great care will be taken to insure the material is presented clearly and interactively.  The course
is designed to equip students with the skills to locate places on the globe and recognize selected map projections, understand time zones, and atmospheric processes, identify cloud types, weather patterns, climates, and weather instruments; and interpret basic weather maps.  

Required Textbook and Materials:              

· Lutgens, Frederick K. and Edward J. Tarbuck.  The Atmosphere:  An Introduction to Meteorology,
      Tenth Edition.

· A set of colored pencils

· Internet and E-mail access strongly recommended 

Students are expected to come to class prepared to work.  The required textbook, 
notebook paper, pen, and [colored] pencils must be brought to class each day.

Assistance to Disabled Students
Please note:  “If you have a verified need for academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, 
large print, electronic text, etc.) per American With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.”

Attendance Policy
· Attendance will be taken each day as required by Board Policy 4118.1(b).

· Class starts promptly at 11:00 am.  One minute past the hour = late

· We will forgo the required break and end class at 1:30 pm.  
· It is your responsibility to sign the roll sheet each day.  If you attend class but do not sign in, you will be marked late or absent depending on the day’s class activity.

· If you are absent or late, it is YOUR responsibility to consult your fellow students after class and 
      follow the itinerary in the Syllabus to get the material you missed.  Students are advised to establish a buddy 

      system to help cover such situations.

· If you decide to drop the class, you must complete the drop process yourself.  

· If you have to leave early, please sit near the door for a quick and quiet exit.

Absences

· 3 unexcused absences are permitted prior to the drop date for this class.
· 4 unexcused absences prior to the drop date for this class = dropped from the course.
· Excessive attendance problems will result in loss of eligibility for bonus point opportunities.
· One test may be completed early if you notify Professor Gillespie of an upcoming absence at least one week in advance.
· One test may be made up pending confirmation of an excused absence only.
Required criteria for Excused absences:
· Injury or medical problem.  If your presence is required at home because only YOU are or YOUR CHILD is
      ill or injured. Does not include care-giving for other relatives and friends.  --Submit a note from the doctor’s office

      the day you return to class.

· Death of an immediate family member - - Submit a copy of the memoriam announcement or Rosary from the 

      funeral service the day you return to class.  Immediate family members include only the following:

· Father, Mother, Grandfather, Grandmother, Brother, Sister, Husband, Wife, Son, Daughter

· Military Duty - - Submit a copy of the military orders prior to your absence or the day you return to class.

· Jury Duty - - Submit a copy of the jury summons prior to your absence. 

· Court Subpoena - - Submit a copy of the subpoena prior to your absence.

· Reedley College Extracurricular Activities:  
· Limited to events that are held during our GEOG 5 hours ONLY. 

· Submit copies of the team/group/cast roster and the game/match/tournament/competition/

      performance schedule. 
· Submit the documentation at least one week in advance of your upcoming event

· Events include:  Games, matches, tournaments, competitions, and performances ONLY

· Does NOT apply to practices/rehearsals

Unexcused Absences

· Absences due to reasons other than those listed above.

· Arriving late and leaving early during a class session.

· Excused absences that are not confirmed with documentation.

Exams and Assignments
· SCAN-TRON Form 882 is required for Exams.  You must provide your own Scan-tron, pencil, and eraser!
       No Scan-tron = No Exam.
· Final Exam is not comprehensive 

· Study Guides for Exams are issued approximately 1 week prior to Exams

· One Exam may be made up pending confirmation of excused absence only.

· Assignments are accepted in the classroom only.  E-mailed assignments will not be accepted.
· No late assignments.  Completed but forgotten assignments = late assignments and will not be accepted. 

· Video note-taking assignments cannot be completed early or made up.  Students must attend class on video 
       days to complete the note-taking assignments.   
· ALL scores will count.  
· No extra credit.
Test Parameters:

· Exams are written according to the pace of the class and the topics that are covered as each week unfolds.

· Exams usually consist of 50 multiple choice questions and 1 essay question.
· Points totals may vary on some map quizzes and exams depending on the topics covered.  Therefore, points totals on

      other quizzes, and exams are adjusted to render the accurate calculation of total points possible in the class by the

      end of the semester.

Grading System 

           


                                                                                                                                                                                              

        Assignments                                Tentative Points Totals                      Total Points Possible

A   448  -  500                 3 Exams                                            110 pts each                                       330 pts

B   398  -  447                 5 Assignments                                    variable                                              95 pts
C   348  -  397                 3 Video Note Assignments                25 pts each                                          75 pts__          

D   298  -  347                                                                                                                                      500 pts
F        0 -  297              

                                                                                                         
Bonus Point Opportunities

Awarded For Good Attendance:  20 points possible 

· Daily bonus points for 0 late arrivals and 0 early departures = 15 bonus pts (Dates excluded:  6/25, 6/26, and 7/4)

· 0 – 1 absences  =  5 additional bonus pts

No daily bonus points for attendance problems:

· Arriving late and/or leaving early  

· Dismissal from class due to disruptive conduct 

· Excused absences.  Excused absences do not compensate for bonus points.  Students must be in the classroom

      to earn bonus points for attendance.  If lecture notes and class activities are missed due to absence, bonus point

      are also missed.

BONUS POINTS ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE IN THE CLASS.

BONUS POINTS ARE ADDED TO YOUR POINTS TOTAL TO HELP BOOST YOUR GRADE.

Academic Dishonesty
Cheating applies to all assignments and exams.  Cheating will result in a zero on the quiz, exam at best.  All 
students whose written work is identical will receive a significant loss of credit or zero credit (depending on the 
amount of copied material) regardless of who did the copying.

Cheating includes:
· Copying a classmate’s answers during a quiz or exam

· Copying a classmate’s assignment word for word.  All students whose written work is identical will receive 
      zeros regardless of who did the copying and regardless of the circumstances.
Plagiarism applies to all written assignments that require citing sources and interpreting source information
in your own words. A significant loss of credit or zero credit (depending on the amount of plagiarized material)
will result if assignments contain plagiarism. 

Plagiarism results when:
· Sources are not properly cited.

· The order of the source’s words/phrases is simply changed around

· Source information is copied word for word and not cited as a direct quote.

· Quoting and citing an entire page, passage, or body of work will not be accepted.  You must write your own assignment. 

Guidance on Paraphrasing:                                                                                                                                                   

The following information can be found on page 117 of Diane Hacker’s guide book, A Pocket Style Manual, Fourth Edition.  The excerpt below is from section “29c Putting summaries and paraphrases in your own words” in the 
chapter that covers MLA Papers and avoiding plagiarism:

“A summary condenses information from a source; a paraphrase conveys 
this information in about the same number of words.  When you summarize 
or paraphrase, it is not enough to name the source; you must restate the 
source’s meaning using your own language.  You are guilty of plagiarism 
if you half-copy the author’s sentences-either by mixing the author’s phrases with your own without using quotation marks or by plugging your synonyms into 
the author’s sentence structure.” Plagiarism will occur if the paraphrase or summary contains too much of the original source’s wording (Hacker, 117).                                                                             

 Pending the extent and frequency, Cheating and Plagiarism incidences
 will be dealt with in accordance with Reedley College’s regulations. 
 Be advised, it is possible to fail a college course if you cheat or plagiarize. 

Disruptive Behavior will not be tolerated

If you feel other students in the class are disrupting your progress and opportunity to learn, you are encouraged to
inform your instructor of the problem after class or via e-mail so the situation can be resolved.

Disruptive Behavior includes:  

· Talking/whispering to fellow students during the Instructor’s lecture

· Bothering/distracting fellow students during the Instructor’s lecture
· Cell phones and pagers ringing, text messaging, using music players and headphones, operating other electronics during lecture

· Repeatedly leaving and returning to the classroom during the Instructor’s lecture
· Disrespectful remarks to the  Instructor and fellow students

· Venting complaints during class

· Reading magazines and newspapers; reading/doing homework for other classes during GEOG 5 class time

· Excessive late arrivals

· Excessive early departures

· Sleeping during lecture

· Eating in the classroom—Food and drinks are NOT allowed in the classroom at anytime

-- First Instance = Student will be warned and/or required to change seats. 

-- Second Instance = Student will be dismissed from class for the day.

-- Third Instance = Student will be written up and may be suspended from class for up to 3 days.

-- Daily Disruptive Behavior = Further disciplinary action as per the Reedley College Class Disruption Policy 
   depending on the frequency and severity of the disruptive behavior.

Note:  Students who are dismissed from class for disruptive behavior may fall behind in coursework and possibly 
           miss tests and assignments that cannot be made up.

Special Concerns
· Please do not bring children to class.

· In accordance with campus Facility and Safety Regulations, NO food or drinks are allowed in the classroom at 
      any time.

· In the interest of health and safety, shoes with soles should be worn at all times.

Managing Geography Course Material
...You Have To Work It To Learn It…
The following Study Approaches are strongly advised for Professor Gillespie’s classes:

· Take detailed Lecture Notes.

· Write down ALL page numbers and ALL diagram numbers that are referred to during lecture.

· Read the sections in the chapters that correspond specifically with the Lecture material.

· Draw and label in color ALL diagrams that are covered in the lectures.

· Ask questions in class and/or send your questions to Professor Gillespie via e-mail. 

· Read the Chapter Summaries more than once.

· Study ALL Handouts that are issued.

· Use the Study Guides, Quizzes, and other Assignments to help you prepare for Exams.
Additional sources help: 

· Textbooks on reserve for Geog 5 students in the Reedley College Library

· Specific websites recommended by your Instructor

Reedley College Tutorial Center
Location:   Reedley College Library          Phone:  (559) 638-0358    Tutorial service is free.  Individual and group 
tutoring is available by appointment only.  Request forms for tutoring are available at the Tutorial Center front desk.  

Develop a Study System that works for you.  Suggested approaches are listed below:
Your Most Important Resources 
1. Your lecture notes. 
2. Your textbook
3. Your Instructor. 
4. Tutor, study partner or study group. 

Make The Material Your Own So It Will Stick 
1. Rewrite your notes (especially the messy parts) the same day you take them. 
2. DRAW your own rendition of the diagrams in color to clarify concepts. 
3. Write out your own glossary of terms. Highlight the terms in color to separate them from their definitions. 
4. Organize the material so that it’s easy to memorize (outlines, flash cards, etc.). 
5. Develop creative ways of memorizing a series of related items (mnemonic devices, word association, etc.).
6. Shorter is better! Summarize and downsize the information for quicker memorization. 
7. Create a train: Connect key words or elements to arrive at a final concept or process. 
8. Remember, there is always more than one way to explain something. 

How To Read The Chapters [Do the Steps In Order] 
Step 1: Read the chapter  introductions and summaries if they are present. 

Step 2: Observe the pictures, diagrams, maps, tables, and charts; and read the captions (small summaries) below 
            or next to them. 

Step 3: Now, read the chapter from beginning to end. Refer to items in Step 2 as needed. 

Use Your Textbook 
1. Use your textbook to cross reference your class notes and fill in the gaps. 
2. Use the Glossary, Index, and Table of Contents to find things quickly. 
3. Re-read the chapter summaries. 
4. Do the chapter review questions if assigned, or for practice. 
5. Pay attention to words in boldface print, and italicized print. 
6. Pay attention to diagrams, maps, tables, and charts; and re-read the captions below or next to them. 
Summer 2007 Six-Week Geography 5 Class Itinerary (Tentative) 
Note: It is possible that variances in topics and/or variances in the amount of time spent on topics may ensue as
the semester progresses. Therefore, the Class Itinerary is tentative and subject to change.  Any changes that occur 
will be announced in class and/or sent to students via e-mail.  If you are absent or have computer problems, it is your responsibility to find out what changes, if any, were announced.
Week    Dates

           Daily Agenda


                                                      Sources

1          Jun 25                 No class                                           

           Jun  26                 Introduction                                                                                                    Syllabus

             Contributors to Geography, Globe, Latitude-Longitude,                         Lecture/Handouts
             Map Projections, Time Zones 
                                       Assignment #1:  U.S. map of the States
                                       Assignment #2:  U.S. physical features map
                                       Study Guide for Exam #1 issued       

Jun 27
            Earth’s 4 Spheres, Structure and Composition of the Atmosphere                   Chapter 1                                            

                             Sun Angles, Seasons,                                                                                        Chapter 2



            World Climates                                                                            Handout and Ch. 15 [pg 416-422] 
           

2         Jul 2                    Assignments #1 and #2 DUE      
                                Heating the Atmosphere, Global Warming, Energy Budget                             Chapter 2

          Jul  3                    Temperature, Thermometers, Temperature Controls,                                       Chapter 3

                                       Wind chill Index                    
                                       Video Notes #1 (part A):  The Air Around Us   

          Jul  4
             Independence Day Holiday [No class]                                          



3
  Jul  9                   EXAM #1 –Globe/Map Lecture, Ch. 1, 2, 3, 15  material, Lecture and Video notes, handouts                     


            Water Phase Change, Humidity, Sling Psychrometer, Heat Index                   Chapter 4

                                       Study Guide for Exam #2 issued
           Jul 10                  Adiabatic Processes, Stability of Air                                                                                 
                                      Condensation nuclei, Cloud Classification                                                      Chapter 5
                                      Assignment #3:  Adiabatic Process Diagram
           Jul 11                  Fog, Bergeron and Collision Coalescence Processes, Precipitation                    
           
                                       Study Guide for Exam #2 issued

Week    Dates

           Daily Agenda



                                               Sources

4           Jul   16              Assignment #3 DUE
                                       Air Pressure, Barometer, Millibars, Wind,



       Chapter 6                                        
                                Pressure Gradient Force, Coriolis Force, Friction                                               

                                       Pressure Levels in the Troposphere                                                          Lecture Notes/Handout                                       

     Jul   17                Surface winds, Geostrophic winds, Wind Rose, Wind Vane,                             Chapter 6                         

                                       Low and High pressure/Cyclones and Anticyclones 
                                 Jet Streams                                                                                                  Ch. 7 pages 207-208
            Jul   18               Convergence and Divergence, Isobars, Troughs and Ridges                             Chapter 6

                                       Weather Maps                                                                                           Website and Handout
5         Jul  23                  EXAM #2—Ch. 4, 5, 6 material, Jet Streams, Lecture notes and handouts                  



             Global Circulation, Permanent and Semi-permanent Pressure Systems           Chapter 7

                                        Monsoon, Ocean Currents

                                        Assignment #4:  Global Circulation diagram

                                        Study Guide for Final Exam issued                                    
           Jul  24                  Assignment #4 DUE
                                        Local Winds                                                                                                                  

                                        Video Notes #1 (part B):  Air Temperature  [DUE after video ends]
                                        Air masses                                                                                                        Chapter 8


              Lifting Mechanisms                                                                               Ch. 4 pages 111 – 115
                                        Fronts, Mid-latitude cyclones                                                                          Chapter 9

                                        Assignment #5:  Mid-latitude cyclone diagram
           Jul  25                  Assignment #5 DUE

                                        Mid-latitude cyclones                                                                                                   

           
                                 Thunderstorms and Tornados                                                                          Chapter 10                                 

6         Jul  30                   Video Notes #2:  Cyclone [DUE after video ends]
              Tornados, Doppler radar                                                                       Chapter 10 and Websites
                                         Hurricanes                                                                                                      Chapter 11
           Jul  31                   Hurricanes                                                                                                       Website 
           Aug  1                   FINAL EXAM  11:00 – 1:50 am 
                                                  –   Ch. 4 [pgs 110-115] , 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 material, Lecture and Video notes, Handouts
