English 3 Syllabus


Description
Welcome to English 3- Critical Reading and Writing, a course designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English lA/lAH (the prerequisite). We will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction.
We will achieve the course goals by completing four (4) major argumentative essays, numerous other types of writing assignments, and by analyzing and evaluating the written work of peers and professionals. The writing and reading components of this class are heavy. I ask a lot of you , and I hope you do the same of me. It is my aim and the purpose of this class to assist you in developing the skills necessary to communicate as skilled writers. 
Learning Objectives
· read and critically evaluate college-level material from a variety of sources; 

· distinguish between valid and invalid arguments and sound and unsound arguments;
· demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of their argument;
· recognize and use deductive and inductive language; 
· distinguish knowledge from opinion;
· use causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation effectively in college-level prose; and
· identify the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.
Required Materials
	[image: image1]






	Good Reasons
Third Edition 





Lester Faigley and Jack Selzer


	
	A Prentice Hall Pocket Reader: Argument




Desmet, Speak, and Miller


Attendance
Attendance is recorded differently in this class from the way it is recorded in face to face classes -- you will be assigned reading and writing assignments, and then I will track which pages you visit and when. I expect each of you to do all of your work. If you do not log into the course or complete either the reading or writing assignments for seven (7) days, I will drop you.

Late work 

. . . in general, is not accepted. Make-up work will not be assigned, nor will extra credit. Work on earning the regular credit. Occasionally, with prior consent of the instructor, alternative due dates may be arranged.

Essay Guidelines 

All essays submitted for a grade will have completed a writing process cycle: that is, they will have been carefully and deliberately planned, written, revised, and edited, perhaps several times, before submission. Each essay will be submitted in final form as a Microsoft Word Document (not Works or Word Perfect), and will adhere to Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines. You may find a guideline sheet here as a reminder of some of these rules. 

Grades 

The assignment breakdown looks like this:

  Essay One: 10% 

  Essay Two: 20% 

  Essay Three: 30% 

  Participation: 20% 

  Research Project: 20% 

Participation includes, but is not limited to, discussion board participation and timely completion of all reading and writing assignments.  To receive full credit for discussion board participation, you must not only post one original comment, but you must also respond to the ideas represented in a minimum of two additional posts. Discussion moderators may ask you to clarify yourself, and this too will be required. Participation points cannot be made up. 
The course grade scale is as follows:
  A  90 - 100% 

  B  80 - 89% 

  C  70 - 79% 

  D  60 - 69% 

  F     0 - 59% 

Dropping the course 

It is the student's responsibility to "officially" drop from the class. In most cases I will drop you for non-participation; however, I may forget, and if you also forget you will earn a grade of "F" rather than "W." You will also earn an "F" if you stop "attending" class after drop deadline.

Plagiarism 

. . . is bad. Don't do it. Here is Reedley College's official policy:

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another's words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. (College Catalog, 51)

If you have further questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please contact me for a handout with examples.

Disruptive Behavior and Sexual Harassment 
Reedley College is committed to the principle that instructors and students must treat each other with courtesy and respect, and it will take action to enforce college policies regarding behavior that violates this principle. These policies are set forth in the student code of conduct at Reedley College. (RC Catalog 36) If you need a brochure, please ask.

In the online classroom, typical activities that would violate this policy include, but are not limited to, email, discussion postings, and/or other forms of communication for purposes other than to develop or challenge the ideas that comprise the course content or than to achieve the stated course goals.

Accommodations 
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Unit One: Introductions
Complete between 6/11 and 6/17
Goals
To get to know one another as well as the course. To establish a working understanding of analysis and argument.


Unit Two: Rhetorical Invention and Analysis 
Complete between 6/18 and 7/1
Goals
Use advanced strategies of rhetorical invention to develop effective arguments of definition and of evaluation. Understand how advanced analysis leads to argument. To practice the strategy of rebuttal writing as invention technique.


Unit Three: Varying Appeals - addressing audiences
Complete between 7/2 and 7/8
Goals
Using a critical analysis of an audience, vary appeals to improve argument's effectiveness.


Unit Four: Aristotelian Logic
Complete between 7/9 and 7/22
Goals
Develop classical argumentative structures in support of contemporary arguments. To identify common logical fallacies in order to avoid errors in critical reasoning, particularly in response to arguments of proposal.


Unit Five: Toulmin Logic
Complete between 7/23 and 8/3
Goals
To understand modern logical structures and the particular differences between these and classical structures. To develop causal arguments built upon appropriate assumptions and evidence.
 

