English 3
Critical Reading and Writing
Summer 2007
Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Class Time: M T W Th F 10:30-12:00 am
Room: CCI 202

Reedley College
Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com


        Austins@csufresno.edu
Phone: (559) 930-3223 
Required Texts: 
Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. Ed. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to
Critical Thinking and Argument, with Readings. Seventh Edition. New York: Bedford/St. Martin, 2005.
College Dictionary
Notebook for Keeping Papers

Course Description:

Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate critical thinking skills that go beyond the level achieved in English 1A/1AH. The course focus will be on developing logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction writers. Through reading, writing, and analyzing rhetorical compositions at the college level, you will develop skills that enable you to evaluate the validity and soundness of arguments, and uses analysis, advocacy of ideas, definitions, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation within your own writing.
Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class you will be asked to demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of your own arguments; recognize and use deductive and inductive reasoning; research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of your argumentative/persuasive papers; and, write summaries of sources, critical analysis of a single source or of two sources with a unified approach, and synthesize ideas form multiple sources within an essay of your own.
Reading and writing are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. You will be tested on the knowledge you gain from the readings. A final for this class will consist of short answer questions from the readings and writing an impromptu argumentative/persuasive essay.

Course Requirements:

Attendance is highly important. This course is only six weeks long and if you fall behind in the daily assignments you cannot make them up. You will be required to do daily writing assignments. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the homework assignments and able to debate certain subjects we are covering. Three essays will be assigned and make up 60% of your grade. 
Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Four days of absence will lower your grade in the class one full letter grade. If you will be absent due to a prolonged illness, please let me know and arrangements can be made to get class assignments to you.
Grading:

The three essays assigned will be given letter grades. Short writing assignments done in class will be graded on a point system of 1-10 points. You will also be given points for debate presentations. These points will accumulate and make up your class participation grade. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of how each essay will be graded. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the nine weeks. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1: Argument Analysis Essay 





 (20%)

3-5 page essay

Essay #2: Pro and Con Argumentative/Persuasive Essay


 (20%)

4-6 page essay

Essay #3: Academic Argument/Analysis Research Paper  


 (30%)
7-10 page essay

Final: Consisting of short answer questions and a timed essay.

 (20%)
3-5 page essay

Class Participation:






            (10%)

Total








         (100%)

90-100 % =   A

80-89 %   =   B

70-79 %   =   C

60-69%    =   D

0-59 %     =   F

An essay paper that is technically correct and meets the criteria established for the assignment will receive a passing grade. If the paper demonstrates competent, college level work, is coherent and demonstrates a knowledge of the subject, if the writer uses fluent dialogue within the academic conversation, if the paper is interesting, well-thought out and creative, and if the paper is free from mechanical errors, it will receive an A grade. Using spell-check on your computer is a must. Examples of A work will be available. If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to e-mail me at any time. I will be available for appointments. Call or write to schedule an appointment at any time during the six week course.
Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be required to give written and oral critique of each paper. Criticism is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper needs to be revised, and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the rhetorical strategies the writer used. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. Peer groups will also be used for the purpose of exploring and brainstorming topics. Debates within the groups are advantageous for writing your essays. Group discussions will be oriented toward debates for the purpose of impromptu presentations. At least one presentation will be presented to the class for a substantial part of your class participation grade.
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. No late papers will be accepted. One essay paper can be revised for a higher grade and must be turned in on or before the last day of class. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Class Agenda (Subject to change at anytime)
	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	June 25
	In Class:

· Introductions

· Hand out syllabus

· Short Writing Assignment
Home work: 
· Read Pgs. 1-18 in Current Issues

	June 26
	In Class:
· Rhetorical Framework

· Read and Respond Exercises

· Shannon Brownlee Article
Home work: 

· Read Pgs. 30-46  CI.  

	June 27
	In Class: 
· Summaries
· David Zinczenko Article
Homework: 
· Summarize the Susan Brownmiller Article. 
· State thesis and use quotes for summary.

	June 28
	In Class: 
· Read around of summaries 
· Read and Respond Exercises
· Handout Prompt for Essay #1 
· Discuss

Homework: 
· Summarize “On Racist Speech” and “Protecting Freedom of Expression on the Campus” Pg. 51-58.  

	June 29
	In Class: 
· Discuss homework readings. 
· Peggy McIntosh Article.
Homework: 
· Work on essay #1.  Bring Articles for Essay #1 to class on Monday.

	July 2
	In Class:
· Discuss Articles for Topic.
· Work Shop Papers
Homework:
· Read Pages 65-78.

	July 3
	In Class: 
· Discuss Home Work Reading
· Continue Work Shop of Essay #1
Homework: 
· Read Pages 78-94 Work on Essay #1.

	July 4

	Holiday

	July 5
	In Class: 
· Discussion of Reading Assignment

· Gloria Anzaldua Article.
Homework:  
· Work on Essay #1. Final Draft Due Tomorrow.

	July 6
	In Class: 
· Turn in Final Draft of Essay #1. 
· Hand Out Prompt for Essay #2
· Discuss.
· Read and respond exercises.
Homework: 
· Free write about topic for essay #2. Be prepared to share in class. Come with a written thesis. Read Pages 219-226.

	July 9
	In Class: 
· Discuss Reading.

· Group Discussions for Essay #2. 
· Read and Respond Exercises.
Homework: 
· Read pages 226-236.

	July 10
	In Class: 
· Discuss readings. 
· Group Debates. 
Homework: 
Work on Essay #2. Rough Draft Due Tomorrow for Work Shop.  

	July 11
	In Class: 
· Group peer review.
· Discuss. 
 Homework: 
· Read 332-348.

	July 12
	In Class: 
· Discuss Reading. 
· Group Peer Review Follow-up.
Homework: 
· Read Pages 348-362.

	July 13
	In Class:

· Discuss Reading.
· Read and Respond Exercises.

Homework: 
· Work on Essay #2. Final Due on Monday.


	July 16
	In Class: 
· Hand in Essay #2

· Hand Out Prompt for Essay #3.
· Discussion

· Read and Respond Exercises.
Homework: 
· Read Pages 169-182.

	July 17
	In Class: 
· Discuss Readings. 
· Group Topic Discussion. 
· Discuss revision techniques.

Homework: 
· Read Pages 323-331. Also Read and Summarize Articles on Gun Control pages 557-572.

	July 18
	In Class: 
· Read Around of Summaries.
· Group Discussion.
Homework: 
· Find Two Articles, one pro, one con, on a topic of your choice. Bring them to class for discussion and debate. 

	July 19
	In Class: 
· Groups for presentation.
· Decide topic from articles of your choice.
· Hand Out Work Sheet for Quiz Preparation.

Homework: 
·  Study for quiz tomorrow.

	July 20
	In Class: 
· Quiz
· Read and Respond Exercises.
Homework: 
· Work on Rough Draft of Essay #3. Work Shop on Monday.

	July 23
	In Class: 
· Group Work Shop.

· Discussion.
Homework: 
· Begin Revision of Essay.

	July 24
	In Class: 
· Group Work Shop Continued.

· Discussion. 
Homework: 
· Read pages 647-669. Come to Class Prepared to Debate Euthanasia.

	July 25
	In Class: 
· Group Debates.
· Class Discussion. 

Homework: 
· Work on Lincoln-Douglass Debate Presentations.

	July 26
	In Class:
· Presentations of Debates.
Homework:

· Work on Presentations. 

	July 27

	In Class:

· Group Presentations Continued.
Homework:

· Work on Essay #3. Final Draft Due on Monday.


	July 31

	In Class:

· Turn in Final Draft of Essay #3.
· Read and Respond Exercises.
· Hand Out Final Work Sheets.
Homework:

· Study for Final.

	August 1
	In Class:
· TBA
Homework: 

· Study for Final.

	August 2
	In Class:

· TBA
Homework: 

· Study for Final.

	August 3
	FINAL

	
	

	
	


