English 1B: Introduction to the Study of Literature

Summer 2007 06/25/07-08/03/07

Reedley College 

Department Chair: David Borofka    Associate Dean: Michael Quinn

Course Information: ENGL 1B: 70459 MTWTHF 8am-930am

Location: CCI-204

Instructor: Stacy C. Brand

Office Hours/Location:  __________________

Email: stacybrand@gmail.com

Prerequisites: ENGL 1A or ENGL 1AH (requires C or better)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Development of critical thinking, reading and writing skills through experience with literature, including fiction, poetry, plays, and criticism.

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Demonstrate critical thinking and literary skills with literature through a variety of linked reading, writing, and discussion activities.

B. Demonstrate connections between literary works of the same or different genres.

C. Make connections between the situations of literature and his/her experience.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

1.
Develop reading strategies that include drawing inferences, anticipating developments and conclusions, recognizing the reader's position in relation to the literary work, and analyzing the process by which the individual reader perceives the meaning in the work.

2.
Recognize and differentiate between denotative and connotative meanings, literal and figurative language, and levels of usage and their effects in literature and in the student's writing.

3.
Identify the influences of history, geography, culture, and differing perspectives in the literature and in the student's writing.

4.
Recognize the connections between literature and other disciplines such as psychology, philosophy, history, and sociology.

5.
Identify repeated patterns of imagery or situation and draw thematic inferences from patterns, repetitions, and events in the literature.

6.
Read and understand specific problems of poetry, detecting argumentative structures, specific poetic forms, speaker and audience, and relationship of sound and structure to meaning.

7.
Read and understand specific problems of fiction, recognizing plot structures, distinguishing between realistic fiction and surrealistic or metafiction, recognizing the impact of point of view, analyzing the nuances of human behavior as represented in the characters, and detecting the attitude of the story teller from the language of the story.

8.
Read and understand specific problems of drama, recognizing the ways in which drama shares the conventions of fiction or poetry as well as the ways stage conventions and strategies make it different.

9.
Develop writing strategies to analyze individual works, persuade readers to consider the writer's position and view, relate parts of works or whole works to each other, and to use the writing process to discover and refine meaning for the writer.

10.
Develop persuasive writing strategies to convince readers of the validity of a position, point, or observation: shared goals, writing accessible to the reader, logical development and support of an argument or position, and confrontation with or acknowledgment of opposing arguments.

11.
Control the several rhetorical approaches to writing about the reading: definition, classification, comparison and contrast, analogy, and persuasion or argument.

12. Use critical vocabulary accurately in writing and discussion.

13. Use and differentiate between the skills of paraphrase, summary, citation of sources and supporting evidence.

REQUIRED TEXTS:


1)  Backpack Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama by X.J. Kennedy and 



Dan Gioia 2006

2) Instructor Handouts

OTHER REQUIRED MATERIAL


Email Account


Access to Computer

Two Pocket Folder

A Journal (can be a spiral notebook or whatever you are comfortable with)


A Dictionary


Money for copies of essays for class workshop ~$10.00-12.00

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


3 Exams (Poetry, Fiction, Drama)
    
120   (40 pts each)      


3 Analysis/Review 3-4 pgs from each unit           120   (40 pts each)





1 Critical Essay w/ sources 5-6 pgs                      150  pts


Daily Informal Responses to Readings 
    
100  pts


Participation is Expected                                         10  pts








____________________








500 pts.  total





ABOUT THE COURSE


Writing Assignments

Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is about thinking on paper. It is about learning something new. It is about expressing important ideas. It is about connecting to an audience. The writing I will ask you to do will emerge from the concepts, processes, and issues that we will read and discuss in this class. All of these writing projects will encourage you to choose topics that are important to you, that connect with issues, ideas and experiences that you are familiar with. There will be four writing projects that you will do in this course. As we move through the course, each writing project will challenge you to add more knowledge, skills, and practices of writing to what you already know from the assignment before. 

Specifications: MLA Format:  All writing projects must be formatted with one-inch margins with a twelve-point, Times New Roman font. The length of these writing projects will vary from 2 pages to 7 pages. You will need to bring three copies of your writing project and an author’s note each time we do workshopping (see the schedule below).  

Reading
Reading and writing go hand in hand. The reading we will do in this class will be necessary for our topics of class discussion, for modeling approaches to writing, and for developing a better understanding about form, rhetorical approach, and the use of evidence in writing. There will be roughly 20 pages of reading each class. I will expect that when a reading assignment is due that you will have read the text actively; that is, you will have made notes in the margins, will have questions to ask, and will be ready to engage in conversation with others about the reading. You are required to participate every day when readings are assigned. In addition, there are a couple types of reading responses that will be done periodically during the course.

Reading Responses: Responses to published texts help you prepare for class participation. Your reading response is meant to get you to think critically about the text and it is to help you to think about how the writing functions in a text. All reading responses need to be at least two full pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1-inch margins. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and class discussion of concepts, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? What did the writer get wrong? What other ways are there of understanding the meaning?  How is the writer creating meaning for their purposes? 

Small Group, Class Discussions, Workshops, and Conferences:

Class participation is mandatory and will be a necessary part of your success in this class. Therefore, you will need to come to class prepared with homework done and ideas to share – everyday. Graded class participation will include small group work, small group workshopping, online workshops, and large group discussions. If class participation is a problem for you, please see me and we will discuss strategies that might be helpful for you.

Workshopping is an important component to this class. Workshopping gives you the opportunity to get audience feedback on your writing; workshops are also an opportunity to get ideas for approaching various writing tasks, to understand the range of rhetorical components – besides grammar – that are available for revision, and finally to assess a piece of writing for it’s rhetorical effectiveness. Participating in these workshops will help you to read and revise your own work with more fluency and expertise. 

Finally, every student will need to meet with me in conference (see the schedule below). You are always welcome – and encouraged – to make conferences with me as well at any time during the six-week session.

Evaluation


Your final grade will – first of all – depend on meeting the requirements of the course (see below). After the requirements of the course have been met, the percentage of work accomplished will be figured to get your final grade. Failure to meet any of the requirements of the course listed may cause the student to receive a failing grade for the class.
Late Work:  Computer or printer problems are not an excuse for incomplete or late work.  Manage your time accordingly so you do not have to print at the last minute.  

Late work will not be accepted.
Class Participation and Journal (informal reading responses)

This part of your grade includes work that you do as part of the community of learners in this classroom. As we will do a lot of group work, and as you will all depend on each other for feedback and learning in this classroom, it will be important for everyone to come to class prepared, willing to participate in class discussions or small group work, and ready to take risks in responding to the opinions and work of others -- every single day. Specifically, “class participation, assignments and citizenship” includes writing and reading assignments done for class, being prepared to participate – and participating—in class discussion and group work, coming to conferences, and being willing – and able – to help others, being respectful of learning and inquiry, as well as being open to learning new things. It also means doing what you can to facilitate learning during class; thus please turn off cell phones and pagers. Late assignments – lowered one grade each class period it is late – and final presentations will also be figured into this grade. 

Please Note: In order to meet university requirements for writing, all students must receive a C or better to pass this class.

Student Rights
So that students are fully aware of their rights and responsibilities they are encouraged to become familiar with the “Campus Policies” section of the Schedule of Courses.  This material includes information regarding cheating and plagiarism, disruptive classroom behavior, and other instructional issues. Students with disabilities should identify themselves so that appropriate accommodations can be made.   

ATTENDANCE

It is very important that you show up to class. Since we do a lot of in-class writing and discussion, good attendance is mandatory. On your fourth absence, your grade will be lowered by one; if you have five absences or more, you are in danger of failing the course. Coming late to class is distracting to both the students and the instructor. Please try to show up on time for every class meeting. Three tardies or early departures (more than 10 minutes late) equals one absence.  If you fall asleep in class you are also absent for the day.  If your phone rings, you are absent (vibrate does not count); put the phone on silent of turn it off.

Excused absences are verifiable, documented and only occur under unavoidable circumstances. Exceptions are only made for school-sponsored functions (e.g. forensics tournaments, school sports, school mandated field trips). Please note that all excused absences MUST have verifiable documentation by a reputable source. (This does NOT include your parents!)  
All documentation must be submitted to the instructor NO later than one week following the absence. Note that all documentation will be verified by the instructor. 
Please note that work schedules, lost keys, car trouble, parking trouble, or vacations are not excused absences. If however you know in advance that you will be absence please inform the instructor so that accommodations can be made for speeches or quizzes prior to your absence. Also understand that notifying the instructor does not excuse the absence. 
Please note: If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you are away. It is also your responsibility to make sure that your name appears on the daily attendance sheet each day that you do attend class.    

CAMPUS COMPUTERS

In the library there are computers to use for reference and research and an open computer lab. There are also two conference rooms for students to use in groups. Library and computer lab

staff are available all open hours for assistance. Questions are encouraged. 

Library and computer lab hours are Monday-Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Saturday: 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Please call (559) 638-0352 for more information.

LIBRARY

The role of the Reedley College Library is to support the learning experience for students and instructors. The new library and learning resource center includes a remodeled library,an expanded computer lab and is the new home of the Tutorial Center. Library materials are available in a variety of formats. The library houses over 35,000 volumes and is organized according to the Library of Congress classifi cation system. Bibliographic information

can be accessed through the Horizon Online Catalog. The library also subscribes to over 70 print periodicals and 7 local and national newspapers. Electronically, students and instructors can access information from a variety of scholarly Online Databases. The library supports a collection of over 12,000 e-books that can be accessed online. E-books can be located by searching the online catalog. All the library’s online databases can be accessed anywhere on campus by clicking on Library Services on the Reedley College main webpage (www.reedleycollege.edu/library). Most of these databases can also be accessed from home. Please come to the library for remote instructions.
Religious Observances

Students who will be absent from class due to religious observance must provide notice of the date(s) to me, in writing, by the end of the second week of classes.

Students with Disabilities
Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) Disabled Students Programs and Services provides specialized counseling,support services, and resources to students with temporary or permanent

disabilities. Regular hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Disabled Students Programs and Services is located in the Disabled Students Programs and Services Building. Handicapped parking is available behind the building and throughout the campus. For more information, contact Disabled Students Progras and Services at (559) 638-0332. The

TTY phone number is (559) 638-0356. 

Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." 

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity.  When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated. Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. 

For more information on the University's policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Class Schedule (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the University Catalog (Policies and Regulations)

*Disruptive Classroom Behavior

"The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained . . . . Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process, creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live… Student conduct which disrupts the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class."

Responsibility


College is different than high school: there are different expectations, different sets of requirements, and different levels of responsibility. I would like to take a moment, now, to talk a bit about responsibility and what responsibility means in the context of this course. You, as a student in this class, have a responsibility to yourself and to the class to do the work required of you, to attend and participate during class time, to ask questions of me or your classmates if you do not understand or want more information, and to know what assignments have been turned in and where your stand with your grade. I have the responsibility to be prepared for every class, to answer any questions and consider any feedback, to provide in a timely manner helpful and honest suggestions for revisions on your writing projects, and to make myself available to you for questions and concerns outside of class. When we work together to meet our respective responsibilities, our experience in this class will be improved because we will know what to expect from each other. This syllabus acts as a contract between the student and the teacher and these responsibilities are part of the guidelines for your participation and success in this class.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Assignments must be typed in MLA format

EXAMS (Poetry, Fiction, Drama)  40 pts each


Scheduled at the end of each unit—See Syllabus

Exams will be a measuring tool to synthesize concepts and reading material for each unit.  Each exam consists of multiple choice and a short essay demonstrating your knowledge of the each unit.  Your daily reading responses will help you prepare for each exam as will class review.

ANALYSIS/REVIEW 3-4 pgs for each unit  40 pts each


Due at end of each unit—See Syllabus

These are 3-4 page essays to give you a chance to demonstrate your reading skills and your critical thinking skills.  We will cover Analysis and Review portions more in depth throughout each unit, building on what we learn daily and using student models and published models as examples.  The main curriculum for these essays will be your attempt to find Meaning in the work, incorporating close reading (analysis and review) to help anchor your reading.

CRITICAL ESSAY w/ SOURCES  5-6 pgs:  ENTERING THE CONVERSATION


Due Last Week of Class

This essay is similar to your analysis essay except this essay will include other academic voices.  (see requirements for Analysis Essay)

Note:  I would be thinking about this from day one, considering how you may want to approach this essay.  You can expand one of your Analysis Essays for this assignment.  This essay will include 3 or more Academic Sources from a Scholarly Journal.  We will review/discuss what consists of a legitimate Academic Source.  

Databases to familiarize yourself with:


Expanded Academic, Literature Resource Center, Gale Group, Literature Online, CQ Researcher

These databases have full-text articles.  Library will print for .10 cents a page.

SEE http://www.reedleycollege.edu/library/


CLICK ON LIBRARY SERVICES >CLICK ON LIBRARY LINKS 

(most of these are campus access only so consider your time management.)
DAILY INFORMAL RESPONSES 100 pts


Due the beginning of each class


See Student Examples

These responses are informal.  Informal does not mean the response can be full of typos and/or incoherent phrases, etc.  Those would be notes not responses.  Responses are a way for you to explore a concept or idea from your reading.  These will be evaluated on your critical engagement with the text and the concepts we’re discussing.  I will provide examples.

I write to discover what I know.  –Flannery O’Connor


