English 126 (74080) College Reading Skills
Syllabus (Summer Session 2007)
Instructor:
Kelly Row

Meeting Dates:
Mon-Thurs (June 11-August 2)
Telephone:
559/213-5916






Office Hours: 
by appointment
Meeting Times:
6:00 – 8:50 p.m.






Room:


Physical Science, Room 76

Part 1: Course Outcomes
[image: image1.wmf]
The typical American adult spends 2.5 hours a day watching 
television and merely 19 minutes a day reading. And this 19 
minutes includes emails and text messages! In other words, 
we’ve lost the “reading habit,” which is a true pity because it 
is one of the most enjoyable, relaxing, and thought-provoking 
activities folks can engage in. Nothing stimulates the mind 
or the imagination like reading does; moreover, people who 
read broadly and deeply, people who make time in their lives for reading (i.e., people with the reading habit), perform better academically and professionally.
I don’t think people don’t read because they can’t read; instead, we’ve let other activities – watching TV, playing video games, shopping – take over the time in our lives we used to devote to books, newspapers, and magazines.

The main aim of this class, therefore, is to encourage the reading habit in student- participants. In this class you’ll have the chance to read extensively, deeply and thoughtfully on a range of self-selected and instructor-provided materials. By the end of the class, you will have:
· strategies to help you deal with academic texts;
· opportunities to encounter and deal with new vocabulary;

· chances to read self-selected material for enjoyment; and (hopefully)

· a self-developed reading habit that will continue after August 2.
Part 2: Textbook and Materials

1. Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills (4th Ed), John Langan 

2. a daily newspaper (see below for more information) 


3. self-selected reading material (see below for more information)
4. Other materials provided by the instructor
A Daily Newspaper

Any newspaper will do as long as it’s in English. The Fresno Bee, Madera Tribune, Reedley Exponent, Clovis Democrat, LA Times, SF Chronicle, they’re all fine and readily available. Starbucks sells The NY Times, too. When choosing a newspaper, please keep in mind that you’re going to be expected to respond to at least one article, so make sure there’s an article in there that you’re going to have something to say about.
Every class meeting you’re going to have the chance to seek out and read one current event article and respond to it using the form I will provide. Your articles can cover anything newsworthy: politics, religion, sports, etc. It can be about something happening locally, state-wide, nationally or internationally. It can even be a political cartoon or advice column you find particularly thought provoking. It should be news. What it shouldn’t be is a Want Ad, sales advertisement, Classified, or a cartoon from the funny pages. If you find something like that you want to discuss, show it to me first to make sure you have something to say about it.
You can use the same newspaper for more than one day. Please don’t keep one newspaper, however, until it looks like Swiss cheese and you find yourself really struggling to find an article to respond to. 
It’s fine if students want to “newspaper share,” i.e., pool your resources and have one person bring the paper Monday, another person Tuesday, a third person Wednesday, etc. Keep in mind, however, that you will be expected to have newsprint in your hands every day, so if the person who’s scheduled to bring the newspaper is absent… And no, you can’t leave class, head over to Valero, and buy a paper during class time.

I will have a newspaper occasionally, but please do not count on this.

Self-selected Reading Material
You can’t develop a reading habit with just 19 minutes a day; therefore, every day we will read for a sustained period of time, usually 40-50 minutes. For this you will need to bring your own reading material, which can include:
· a novel

· a textbook from another class

· a professional or popular magazine

· workplace documents

What you chose to read is pretty much wide open; however, there are two constraints:

1. It must be in English.

2. It must be something that’s appropriate to read in public. In other words (and I’m trusting you to understand and respect this), it has to be something that either myself or your classmates aren’t going to find offensive or threatening.

Part 3: Grading and Attendance
Grading will be based on completion of in-class assignments, homework, and a final examination. Please see the instructor if you will miss class for any reason to receive the assignments. 

In-class assignments = 60%
Homework = 30%

Final Examination     = 10%

A = 90-100
B = 80 – 89
C = 70 – 70
D = 60 – 69
F = 0-59

Attendance is very important. This class is fairly self-directed, and a good portion of your in-class grades comes from your interaction with me and your classmates during group work.  I understand that most students have professional and family commitments. As a broad, guideline, however, plan on not missing more than two to three class meetings. It’s been my experience that students who miss more than that have real trouble getting a high mark on the in-class assignments portion of their grade.
If you know that you’re going to be absent, please see me beforehand so I can give you some assistance on completing classwork.
Part 4: Outline
Week One (June 11-14)

· On This Day June 12-14
· Ten Steps… Chapters 1 and 2

· Reading Journal Entries #2 - 4

· Newspaper Log #2 – 4

Week One Homework: Two Home Reading Journal Entries due June 18

Important Dates:  
Wednesday, June 13 - Last day to drop an 8-week summer session

class to avoid a "W"

Thursday, June 14 - Last day to change an 8-week summer session

class to/from a CR/NC grading basis

Week Two (June 18-21)

· On this Day June 18-21
· Ten Steps… Chapters 3 and 4
· Reading Journal Entries #5 - 8
· Newspaper Log #5 – 8

Week Two Homework: Two Home Reading Journal Entries due June 25
Week Three (June 25-28)

· On This Day June 25-28
· Ten Steps… Chapters 5 and 6 
· Reading Journal Entries #9 - 12

· Newspaper Log #9 – 12

Week Three Homework:  Two Home Reading Journal Entries due July 2
Week Four (July 2-5)

· On This Day July 2 and July 5
· Ten Steps… Chapter 7
· Reading Journal Entries #13 - 14
· Newspaper Log #13 – 14

Week Four Homework: Four Home Reading Journal Entries due July 9

Important Dates:
Tuesday, July 3 – No Class



Wednesday, July 4 – No Class

Week Five (July 9 - 12)

· On This Day July 9-12
· Ten Steps… Chapters 8 and 9
· Reading Journal Entries #15 - 18
· Newspaper Log #15 – 18

Week Five Homework: Two Home Reading Journal Entries due July 16

Week 6 (July 16-19)

· On This Day July 16-18
· Ten Steps… Chapter 10 and additional readings
· Reading Journal Entries #19 – 21
· Newspaper Log #19 - 21

Week Six Homework: Three Home Reading Journal Entries due July 23

Important Dates:
Thursday, July 19 – No Class
Week 7 (July 23 – 26)

· On This Day July 23-16

· Ten Steps additional readings

· Reading Journal Entries #22 – 25

· Newspaper Log #22 – 25

Week Seven Homework: Two Home Reading Journal Entries due July 30

Week 8 (July 30 – August 2)

· On This Day July 30 – 31

· Ten Steps additional readings

· Reading Journal Entries #26 – 27

· Newspaper Log #26 – 27

· Practice Final Examination– Wednesday, August 1

· Final Examination – Thursday, August 2

Part 5: Miscellaneous
Important Dates, Redux
Wednesday, June 13 – Last day to drop an 8-week summer session class to avoid a "W"

Thursday, June 14 – Last day to change an 8-week summer session class to/from a CR/NC grading basis

Tuesday, July 3 – no class

Wednesday, July 4 – no class

Thursday, July 19 – no class

Wednesday, August 1 – practice final exam
Thursday, August 2 – final examination
ADA

Students requiring special accommodations should meet with me during confidentially (before or after class) so that we can discuss how to meet your needs this semester.
�








� The number of chapters we cover in the textbook will depend on a number of factors that could change as we progress through the semester. This schedule, therefore, is tentative.





