SOCIOLOGY 1A – SPRING 2007
Introduction to Sociology
Instructor:  Lee Brown




Class Meets:  Tuesdays & Thursdays -12:30 – 1:45 p.m.

Room:  FEM 1
Email:  lee.brown@scccd.edu
Office Hours:  Email and By Appointment
Course Description:

This course will introduce the student to the principles and theoretical perspectives of sociology and their application in society. We will read the textbook and newspaper articles which examine and discuss such topics as culture, human nature, socialization, groups, deviance, inequality, education, religion, social problems and social change.  
Library/Internet Use:
Library and/or Internet may be required for some assignments.

Prerequisites:

None (Eligibility for English 125 and English 126 is recommended)
Learning Objectives and Outcomes:

The student will gain an increased understanding of the American Society and a better understanding of other societies throughout the world.  The student will be able to evaluate sociological findings, concepts and theories; identify the major institutions responsible for our socialization; comprehend the need for cultural relativism in a multicultural society and world.  A major goal is to provide the students with the tools to understand and recognize the basic principles underlying human social behavior.
Learning Methods:

Lectures, required readings, class discussions and assigned projects.
Outcome Assessment

Students will have achieved course objectives listed above, if they complete all assignments, quizzes and examinations with a cumulative average grade of C or better.
Required Text: 
Essentials of Sociology: A Down-To-Earth Approach, by James M. Henslin
Evaluation and Grading

Dates





Weight


Attendance/Participation
01/13 – 05/17/07



20% (100 pts)
Quizzes and Assignments
01/23/07, 02/22/07, 03/22/07, 04/26/07

40% (200 pts)

Exams 



02/06/07, 03/06/07, 04/10/07 


60% (300 pts)
Final Exam 


05/17/07, (12-1:50 p.m.) 
             

25% (150 pts)




Total Points


750
Course grades will be based on the total number of points obtained by an individual student as a percent of the total points possible. There is no extra credit work.  Percentages/Points:  90-100% or 675-750 points = A; 80-89% or 600-674 points = B; 70-79% or 525- 599 points = C; 55-69% or 413 - 524 points = D; Less than 55% or less than 413 points = F.

Policies and Procedures

Attendance is a requirement of this class and will be recorded on a daily basis.  Attendance/Participation points will be awarded for each class session attended.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will adversely affect your performance in this course and your grade.  If you are tardy, you must see me immediately after class to insure that your attendance is recorded.  If you leave the class before the end of the period, you will be counted absent for the day.  If you miss more than six class sessions, you may be dropped from the course unless there has been some kind of special consultation with the instructor about an “emergency” situation.    Last day to drop the course is Friday, March 9, 2007, a letter grade will be assigned after this date.
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind may result in a grade of “F” for the course and may result in disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism is the act of plagiarizing.  Plagiarizing is defined in The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language, as “to use and pass off (someone else’s ideas, inventions, writings, etc) as one’s own”.
There will be quizzes, assignments and four exams, during the semester.  Exams will be based on the class lectures and the textbook.  You prepare for them by studying class lectures and notes from discussion; assigned reading and current events relevant to the course.  Exams will be in a mixed format to include multiple choice, true/false and essay questions.  Each student is required to take each of the exams on its scheduled date and time. There will be no make up exams or quizzes.
Required reading should be completed before the corresponding lecture/discussion in order to enable informed discussion.  All grades are final unless an error in math has been made by the instructor.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the course outline, scoring, grading, and content as needed.

Need Assistance?

If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, please see me.  There are a number of services available to help our students succeed in their coursework and I would be happy to recommend these services to you.  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

“If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.” If your have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Important Dates to Remember
Monday, January 15, 2007 – Martin Luther King Holiday – No classes held, campus closed;
Friday – Monday, February 16-19, 2007 – President’s Day Holidays – No classes held, campus closed;

Friday, March 9, 2007 – Last day to drop Spring 2007 class (letter grade assigned after this date);

Monday – Sunday, April 2-8, 2007, Spring Break, – No classes held, Campus closed Friday, April 6, 2007;
May 14 – 18, 2007 -  Final Exams Week
Thursday, May 17, 2007 – Final Exam – 12:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m.
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
	WEEK
	TOPICS
	READING

	1-5
	The Sociological Perspective
Culture

Quiz  – January 23, 2007

Socialization 

Exam 1 – February 6, 2007 
	Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3

Chap. 1-3

	5-9
	Social Structure and Social Interactions
Social Groups and Social Control

Quiz – February 22, 2007
Deviance and Social Control 

Exam 2 –March 6, 2007 
	Chapter 4
Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chap. 4-6

	9-13
	Social Class in the United States
Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity

Quiz:  March 22, 2007 

Inequalities of Gender and Age

Exam 3:  April 10, 2007 
	Chapter 8
Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chap. 8-10

	13 – 17
	Marriage and Family
Education and Religion

Quiz:  April 26, 2007 
	Chapter 12
Chapter 13



	18
	Final Examination:  Thursday, May 17, 2007 @ 12:00 pm. – 1:50 p.m.
	Chap. 12 & 13
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