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Reedley College

Psychology 2 – General Psychology / SPRING 07
ONLINE

Syllabus 
	 Instructor:  Liz Clark                       Office: N/A                                        
 AIM Screen Name: docliz2b          Email: liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu
 Textbook: Bernstein, Douglas A., Nash, Peggy W.  Essentials of Psychology: Fourth Edition. NOTE: Your Text Comes With “Your Guide To An A” Which Is Your Passkey To Access The Online Links We Will Use In This Class.


COURSE DESCRIPTION

General Psychology introduces students to a broad range of psychological topics and terminology, theorists and theories, research methods, and major problems of the discipline itself.  Topics include but are not limited to social psychology, the biological basis of behavior, sensation and perception, cultural influences, consciousness, memory and learning, developmental processes, psychological disorder and treatment.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Students will:

· Learn to evaluate psychological data using the concepts, theories, and methods developed from an empirical, scientific perspective.

· Develop skills of “skeptical inquiry” when evaluating theories and explanations of individual behavior.

· Develop an intellectual curiosity and appreciation for their own existence, and their inter-dependency with others and their environment.

EVALUATION CRITERIA

1. Syllabus Review (Live Chat 1/8/07)             10 pts.                                                  10 pts.             

2. Chapter Posts                                               15 pts. each                                       210 pts.            

3. Tutorial                                                            5 pts. each                                         70 pts.        
4. Asynchronous Participation                        10 pts. each                                       140 pts.              

5. Synchronous Participation(see dates pg. 6)   10 pts. each                                        20 pts.             
6. Midterm Exam 
                   50 pts.                                                  50 pts.              

7. Final Comprehensive Exam
                 150 pts.                                                150 pts               

                                                                                                                                   -----------

          

                                             TOTAL                                        650 pts.       
                   PTS                            PERCENTAGE                                  GRADE 
            584 – 650………………………  90-100%.....………….……...  ….   A                        

            520 – 583…………………….… 80- 89%........................................  B                                     

            455 – 519………………………..70-79%.........................................  C                                          

            390 – 454………………………..60 -69%........................................  D      

                 0-  389………………………..   0-59%........................................  F                                                                      
Your course grade is based on the total number of points obtained. Extra credit can be discussed on an individual basis.
IMPORTANT DATES
College policy allows the instructor to drop a student who has missed more than 2 class sessions.

January 8 (M) Instruction begins for Spring 2007 semester

January 15 (M) Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

January 26 (F) Last day to register for full-term Spring 2007 classes

January 26 (F) Last day to drop a Spring 2007 class(es) to avoid a “W”

February 9 (F) Last day to change a Spring 2007 class to/from a CR/NC grading basis

February 16-19 (F-M) President’s Day Holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

March 9 (F) Last day to drop a Spring 2007 class (letter grades assigned after

this date)

March 16 (M) Summer/Fall 2007 registration begins for continuing students (by appt)

April 2-8 (M-S) Spring Break (no classes held, campus closed Friday, April 6)

April 9 (M) Summer 2007 registration begins for new, transfer, former students

(all locations)

May 14 (M) Fall 2007 registration begins for new, transfer, former students

(all locations)

May 14-18 (M-F) Finals Week

May 18 (F) Spring 2007 semester ends

May 18 (F) Commencement exercises

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Since this is an online class, your attendance/participation is tracked automatically in Black Board by the dates you submit your posts and papers
ALL POSTS ARE DUE ON OR BEFORE 11:59 ON THE DATE INDICATED IN THE WEEKLY SCHEDULE. LATE POSTS WILL NOT RECEIVE FULL CREDIT UNLESS YOU HAVE MADE INDIVIDUAL ARRANGEMENTS WITH ME PRIOR TO THE DUE DATE.
GRADING RUBRIC FOR POSTS, MIDTERM AND FINAL

	A grade:
	· All assignments are entered before the deadline.

· Substantial, original contributions that further the work of the class. 

· Posts often and is actively involved in all discussions.  

· Ties the course materials and activities to other readings, reliable web sites or   

                             resources

· Always extends understanding of the material to other aspects of learning; offers explanations of why/how things happen the way they do.
· Always asks provocative questions.
· Reflections on learning are evident in posts.
· Frequent interaction with students & instructor goes beyond minimum requirements. 

· Clear and fluent writing free of spelling and grammatical errors.  Proper English language sentence structure.

· Excellent use of APA format for midterm and final.

· All posts are comprehensive.

· All assignments completed above expectations.

	B grade:
	· Almost all contributions further the work of the class. 

· Original contributions with some references to lesson material. 

· Many interactions with students and instructor.

· Clear writing with few grammatical and spelling errors. Good English language sentence structure.

· Good use of APA format for midterm and final.

· Most posts are comprehensive.

· Usually extends understanding of the material to other aspects of learning; offers explanations of why/how things happen the way they do.

· Reflection on learning is evident in posts

· Usually ties course material to other readings, reliable web sites or resources.

· Usually asks thoughtful questions.

· Completes all assignments by the deadline.

	C grade:
	· Some contributions forward the work of the class         

· Original contributions that occasionally ties the course materials and activities to

             other readings, web sites or resources.
· Occasionally extends understanding of the material to other aspects of the student’s  

       learning; offers explanations of why things happen the way they do.

· Chats about course content or about application of course topics but does not

              reflect on its meanings.
· Writing is adequate with some grammatical and spelling errors.  

· Good attempt at proper English language sentence structure.
· Some attempt to use APA format for midterm and final.

· Posts are brief.

· Occasionally adds probing questions to extend the conversations begun by other participants.



	D grade:
	· Missed posting deadlines.

· Does not share or reflect on course materials or activities or attempt to tie the material   
       to other areas of study.
· Minimal interactions with students.
· Very brief statements. 

· Significant writing errors, poor grammar. 

· Only offers the most rudimentary explanation of point of view or class material.
· Poor or no use of APA format

	F grade:
	· Missed assignments.

· Does not contribute to class learning.

· Very brief statements.

· Does not connect issues to course material.
· Does not ask questions to increase learning.


 


MIDTERM -  ESSAY
Your midterm will be an essay that addresses the following scenario:
Bluto, the neighborhood bully, is constantly teasing the other children on his block. Pretend you are a therapist, or a psychologist, or a social worker, or a school counselor or another mental health professional, and explain Bluto's behavior using the psychodynamic, behavioral, cognitive, and biological approaches to psychology.

 

 Be sure to include an overview of each psychological perspective as well as what you might do to help Bluto from your professional vantage point. 

 

Please make sure you give a thorough answer to each type of psychological approach. 
 

>This paper should be no less than 4 pages and no more than 8 pages, excluding the cover and resource pages. Use Times New Roman or Ariel font, double spaced, 1" margins all around. 

 

>While your textbook reviews these psychological approaches, you are encouraged to add additional references to support your answers.  
 

> Please see the guide to APA format in Course Documents or the “Interactive Sample Report” under General Resources on the internet link to the text book to help you format this paper. Include a cover page and a reference page. DO NOT do an abstract.
 

> PROOF, PROOF, PROOF! Spelling and grammar count!
 

> Submit your midterm in the Digital Dropbox.
FINAL - COMPREHENSIVE PAPER
The final exam will consist of 8 essays that correlate course material with the movie, A Beautiful Mind.

You choose ANY eight chapters from the book. Each chapter of the final should be no less than 2 pages.  Please discuss the concepts in each chapter then relate that information to the segments of the film that exemplifies the concepts.  Begin each chapter on a new page with the title of the chapter as the heading for that page.  APA format required (see above).
CHAPTER REVIEW – ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE POSTED NO LATER THAN11.59 PM OF THE DUE DATE 

 Please post your CHAPTER REVIEW in the Blackboard Discussion chapter folder that coincides with the assigned chapter as early as possible.  Label your post: Chapter Review.  Feel free to read and post ahead of the assigned due dates.
For all of the Chapter Reviews (and asynchronous contributions too!) please use good grammar, check your spelling, and review your work to be sure you are being as clear as possible – PROOF, PROOF, PROOF!!!  General Psychology is a transferable course and it is important you express yourself clearly in each writing assignment and interaction.  If you have difficulty with writing clearly, contact the online tutoring center (information on Blackboard homepage).

Chapter Review (CR): These assignments are an important element of our interactive learning. For each chapter, please provide a summary that outlines the major elements of the chapter and includes the following:

1. What was a surprise?  It may be that you thought you knew something, but learned something different; and tell us about new learnings.

2. What specific concepts/theories in the chapter struck you as important? How do these concepts connect to your own life? How are they useful to you in your life?  

3. What questions did this chapter bring up for you?

Asynchronous Contributions (AC):  Each of you will offer a minimum of 3 contributions (questions, comments, additions) to your classmates’ Chapter Review and Tutorial posts. Your  AC’s should  be well-written and extend our learning beyond, “I like what you said” or “Good post”.  This is a time to share your critical thinking skills (critical thinking handout posted in Course Documents).  
IMPORTANT: Sometimes there are numerous people responding to a post.  When you reply to a post, be sure to put the name of the person to whom you are responding in the header. For example:

         Mary has posted her Chapter Review
         Talitha responds – Header reads “response to Mary”

         Benito responds – Header reads “response to Talitha” (or Mary or Mary and Talitha)


Explanation of 3 Contributions: This could be a response to Mary’s CR and her Tutorial Post, then a response to a post from one other person.  Or, it could be a response to three different people’s posts.  You can mix and match as long as you have a minimum of 3 separate contributions.  Continuing a conversation in a thread is not considered a third post.  So, in the example above, if Mary continues the thread with Talitha and Benito, that does not count as her 3 contributions
Tutorial: Please choose any of the Tutorials (on the textbook internet page, go to, “Navigate by Chapter” drop down menu – upper left of page >”Improve Your Grade”> Tutorials) that interest you and coincide with the chapter we are covering. When you complete the Tutorial, please post a review that includes the following:

1. Why did you choose this Tutorial?

2. What did you think it would be like?

3. What was it about?

4. What did you learn?

Please label this post “Tutorial – (title of the one you chose to do)”

I recommend you type your Chapter Reviews and Tutorials in WORD so you can use spell check and grammar check.  Then, you can either attach the document, or copy and paste right into Bb. Either way is acceptable. 

Check the grading rubric to get the most points possible for your posts and papers.

Synchronous Participation:  We will meet together THREE times during the term for a Live Chat.  Our first Chat will be on MONDAY, January 8th at 7PM PST. (please see below for details of these chat sessions). We will meet in Bb. Go to Communication>Collaboration>Virtual Classroom. 
DETAILS OF LIVE CHAT SESSIONS
Live Chat #1: Monday January 8, 2007, 7 PM -8 PM, PST  – this is the first day of classes and we will come together to go over the syllabus and the structure of class. We will answer any questions you have about class.  This session is worth 10 pts. towards your grade and is listed as Syllabus Review in GradeBook. 

Live Chat #2: Thursday, Feb. 22, 2007 7:30-9PM., PST – in this session we will answer your questions about the midterm and APA format. This session is worth 10 pts. towards your grade and is listed as Synchronous Participation in GradeBook. 

Live Chat #3: Thursday, April 26, 2007 7:30 -9PM, PST – in this session we will answer any questions about the final and APA format. This session is worth 10 pts. towards your grade and is listed as Synchronous Participation in GradeBook. 

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

Reedley College has a written policy on cheating and plagiarism, which includes specific steps that will be taken in the event that an incident of cheating or plagiarism is suspected. I submit your midterm and final to an online plagiarism service, turnitin.com
· Cheating is defined as the willful and intentional practice of fraudulent and deceptive acts for the purpose of improving a grade or obtaining course credit.  This definition is not limited to examination situations only; it also includes any and all behavior by you, which is intended to gain an unearned academic advantage. 
· Plagiarism is identified as a specific form of fraudulent and deceptive act, which consists of the willful and intentional misuse of published works of another by representing the material used as one’s own work.

PSYCH 2 GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY

SPRING 2007
ONLINE

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

liz.clark@reedleycollege.edu                   AIM screen name: docliz2b

All of your Chapter Reviews and Tutorials will be due on Thursdays and your Asynchronous Contributions will be due on Mondays. If a Monday is a holiday, the AC is due on Tuesday.  The deadline is 11:59 of the date posted.

	 
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Jan 8, 2007
	 
	January 11, 2007

	LIVE CHAT-review syllabus
	 
	DUE: Ch. 1 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 1
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	Jan 16, 2007
	
	January 18, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 1
	 
	DUE: Ch. 2 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 2
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	Jan. 22, 2007
	
	Jan. 25, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 2
	 
	DUE: Ch. 3 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 3
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	Jan. 29, 2007
	
	Feb. 1, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 3
	 
	DUE: Ch. 4 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 4
	 
	Tutorial

	
	
	

	Feb. 5, 2007
	
	Feb . 8, 2007

	DUE: Asynch Ch. 4
	 
	DUE: Ch. 5 Post

	HW - READ Ch 5
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	Feb. 12, 2007
	
	Feb. 15, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 5
	 
	DUE: Ch. 6 Post

	HW- READ Ch. 6
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	Feb. 20, 2007
	
	FEB. 22, 2006

	DUE: Asynch Ch. 6
	 
	LIVE CHAT 7:30 pm-  9:pm Prep for Midterm

	HW -Prepare for Midterm: review requirements, prepare your ?’s for live chat
	 
	

	
	
	

	FEB. 26, 2007
	
	March 1, 2007

	MIDTERM DUE
	 
	DUE: Ch. 7 Post

	HW-READ Ch. 7
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	
	
	

	March 5, 2007
	
	March 8, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 7
	 
	DUE: Ch. 8 Post

	HW-READ Ch. 8
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	March 12, 2007
	
	March 15, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 8
	 
	DUE: Ch. 9 Post

	HW-READ Ch. 9
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	March 19, 2007
	
	March 22, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 9
	 
	DUE: Ch. 10 Post

	HW -READ Ch. 10
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	March 26, 2007
	
	March 29, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 10
	 
	DUE: Ch. 11 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 11
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	April 9, 2007
	
	April 12, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 11
	 
	DUE: Ch. 12 Post

	HW - READ Ch. 12
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	April 16, 2007
	
	April 19, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 12
	 
	DUE: Ch. 13 Post

	HW -READ Ch. 13
	 
	 Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	April 23, 2007
	
	April 26, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 13

Prep for Final Chat : Prepare questions

	 
	LIVE CHAT: 7:30-9 PM – Prep for Final

	 
	 
	 

	April 30, 2007
	
	May 3, 2007

	
	 
	DUE: Ch. 14 Post

	HW -READ Ch. 14
	 
	Tutorial

	 
	 
	 

	May 7, 2007
	
	May 14, 2007

	DUE: Asynch. Ch. 14
	 
	DUE: FINAL -11:59 p.m.


