American Government
Political Science 2
Spring 2007
Section: 52099 (Mon. and Thurs. 6 - 8:50 p.m.), Room FEM 01
	Instructor: Juan F. Arzola
	Telephone: (559) 638-3641 Ext. 3874

	Website: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu
	Email: juana@cos.edu or  

           jarzola@comcast.net                          


Course Description:
This course is designed to introduce the student to the primary structures and functions of the American and State of California governmental systems and to acquaint them with the fundamentals of political science. The emphasis of the course will be placed upon the three primary branches of both state and national governments, the functioning of the government bureaucracies, and the formulation of public policy. Additionally, students will examine the relationship of state and local institutional powers to the concept of Federalism and survey various examples of direct and indirect democracy at the state and local levels.
Course Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to:

1. Recognize the basic principles of democracy in the United States.

2. Understand the checks and balances system, recognizing how each branch of government functions in relation to the other two branches. Students will identify the key responsibilities and limitations of each branch.

3. Be familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the American two-party system and the effects of so-called “third party” movements.

4. Be aware of the impact of interest groups on American government and in American politics, including a developed appreciation of the role of the First Amendment in protecting group activities. 

5. Be able to apply his/her knowledge of the evolution of civil rights in the United States to current events.

6. Recognize the importance of the Bill of Rights in guaranteeing civil liberties in the United States.

7. Be acquainted with the key elements of domestic and foreign policy, and relate how events can dictate our government’s priorities.

8. Appreciate the relationship between voting and the development of public policy, both in the United States and in California.

Required Text:

Schmidt, Steffen W.; Shelley, Mark C.; and Bardes, Barbara A. American Government and Politics, 12th edition, (Ohio: Wadsworth, 2005). (APG)

(BOUNDED WITH)
Lawrence, David G. California: The Politics of Diversity, 1st edition, (Ohio: Wadsworth, 2006). (CPD)
Method of Evaluation and Grading: 
Exams:

There will be two written exams: a mid-term and a non-comprehensive final. Exams will emphasize assigned readings and lecture material. Exams will consist of three sections: ten (10) identification; five (5) short-answer questions; and one essay question. Each exam will have 100 possible points. A blue book will be required for these exams.
Learning Activities:
There are three (3) types of learning activities that students will be exposed to: summaries, descriptions, and analyses. Students must complete at least three (3) description papers, three (3) summary papers, and one (1) analysis paper. More details are forthcoming.

Written Quizzes:
Quizzes will be assigned following the completion of each lecture topic. Quizzes will consist of five (5) short-answer questions. Students can earn up to a total of 25 points for each quiz. Quizzes will be based on all course material, with an added emphasis on assigned readings.

Note Cards:
For quizzes and exams, you are allowed to use one (1) 3 X 5 note card with notes. The notes can only be placed on one side of the note card. The other side of the note card should have your class ID#, date, and quiz number. Failure to turn in a note card will cause you to lose class points.
Extra Credit:
Throughout the semester there will be a number of impromptu opportunities to earn extra credit points. Therefore, there is a thirty (30) point limit that a student can earn in extra credit. For more information regarding extra credit, please visit Blackboard.

	Assignments:
	Points:
	Weighted %
	
	Point Value Range
	Awarded Grade

	Mid-term Exam
	100
	14.7
	
	612 and above
	= A

	Final Exam
	100
	14.7
	
	544 – 611
	= B

	L.A. – Summary
	75
	11
	
	476 – 543 
	= C

	L.A. – Description
	30
	4.4
	
	408 – 475 
	= D

	L.A. – Analysis 
	100
	14.7
	
	407 and below
	= F

	Written Quizzes
	250
	36.8
	
	
	

	Note Cards
	25
	3.7
	
	
	

	
	680
	100
	
	
	


Course Policy:
Class Attendance

Attendance will be taken every class meeting. Hence, students are expected to attend class regularly, to be in class on time, and not leave class early. Excess absences will adversely affect your grade and could lead to you being dropped from the course. Please inform me of any situations that may affect your ability to follow this policy. 

Class Environment

It is expected that a mutual level of respect is to be afforded to your peers. The suppression of another student’s opinion WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. All students should aspire to create an atmosphere of high intellectual learning. This can only be accomplished if we come to class with forward-thinking, open-minds.

Cell Phones, MP3’s, etc.

Cell phones and MP3 players are to be turned off. Not only is a ringing cell phone annoying, it is down-right disrespectful. If it is imperative that your phone must remain on, please inform me prior to the start of class. I will then ask you to place your phone on vibrate. On the days of exams, no technological devices will be allowed to be on. Failure to follow these instructions will lead to the dismissal from my class.

Making-up Missed Quizzes and/or Exams:
I am aware that “life happens.” Therefore, in the event that a quiz or exam is missed due to “life”, then I will allow that quiz or exam to be made up with a clear understanding that without written verification that details the extenuating circumstances that affected your ability to attend class, an automatic 5 points (for quizzes) and 10 points (for exams) will be deducted from your score. Also, each student is permitted only one opportunity to make-up a missed quiz or exam. 

Academic Honesty:
All work for this course must be your own. Anyone guilty of academic dishonesty will receive a zero for any assignment where plagiarism and/or cheating is suspected. 

Withdrawal from the Course: 
Under college policies, any student who misses six hours of class within the first two weeks will be dropped by the instructor. Beyond this, students bear the responsibility of withdrawing, if they choose to stop attending class. Students who fail to drop the class and stop attending will receive an "F" for the final course grade.
Statement Regarding Students with Disabilities
Every attempt will be made in this course to conform to the college policy on disabilities. If you have disability-related needs, please inform the instructor of them immediately. 

Important Dates

January 08: 
LAST DAY TO DROP CLASS AND BE ELIGIBLE FOR A REFUND.
January 17:
LAST DAY TO DROP CLASS WITHOUT A “W”.
February 05:
FINAL DROP DATE—DROP CLASSES BY WEB OR PHONE WITH A “W”.
March 08:
CLASS FINAL EXAM AT 6 – 8:50 P.M. IN RM. FEM 01.
Course Outline:

Week One 


Monday (01/08)

Introduction to the course

Thursday (01/11)

Lecture Topics: Political Ideologies, the Fundamentals of Government, American Political Culture, and Politics and Political Development: California-Style.

Read: APG, pp. 3 – 27; CPD, pp. 1 – 15.
Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary of the ideological underpinnings of one

of the following groups: (Summary paper)

	· National Organization of Women
	· Minutemen

	· Greenpeace
	· Any anti-government U.S. militia group



Is there a particular set of political values that is required for successful democracy? (Description paper)


Summarize the factors that help explain California politics. (Summary paper)


Describe the differences between Elite and Hyperpluralism theories. (Description paper)

*Note: Written Quiz #1 next Thurs. covering Lecture One material.

Week Two 


Monday (01/15)


NO CLASS!!! Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day


Thursday (01/18)

Lecture Topics: The Founding and The Constitution, California Political Development and Constitution.

Read: APG, pp. 31 – 57; CPD, pp. 15 – 31 and 581 – 582.

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following. Be sure to include in your summary what affect it had on the development of the U.S. constitution: (Summary paper)

	· California Political Development
	· California Modernization

	· Colonial conflicting interests
	· Shay’s Rebellion

	· The Articles of Confederation
	· The Constitutional Convention



Describe Elazar’s three political subcultures. (Mandatory Description paper)

Since 2001, democracy in the U.S. has endured one-party rule. Please write a paper that analyzes the impact of one-party rule on the constitutional structures of separation of powers, federalism, and the system of checks and balances. Be sure to include in your analysis whether today’s one-party government equates to the “tyranny of the majority” that the Founding Fathers so feared in 1787. (Analysis paper)

Should amending the Constitution be made easier? (Description paper)

Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Mandatory Summary paper)
	· Separation of Powers
	· Federalism

	· Checks and Balances
	· Ratification Debate


California’s political history and development is very rich with diversity. Please write a paper that analyzes what current factors in California will have the greatest impact on the next stage of California’s political development. Be sure to utilize specific examples that helps support your argument. (Analysis paper)

*Note: Written Quiz #2 on Mon. covering Lecture Two material.
Week Three


Monday (01/22)

Lecture Topics: Federalism, Federalism’s impact in Califas, and California in the Grand Scheme of Thangs.

Read: APG, pp. 81 – 105; CPD, pp. 31 – 36.

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)

	· Powers of the National Government
	· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

	· Powers of State Government
	· Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

	· Dual Federalism
	· NAFTA


Should states be required to implement unfunded mandates? (Description paper) 


Thursday (01/25)
Lecture Topics: Federalism, Federalism’s impact in Califas, and California in the Grand Scheme of Thangs (cont.)

Read: APG, pp. 81 – 105; CPD, pp. 31 – 36.

Learning Activities: Economic inequality has increased over the past three decades. Has devolution of government programs made it more difficult to reduce inequality? Are critics of devolution right in charging that the federal government needs to play a stronger role in combating inequality? (Analysis paper)

How is California politics impacted by its proximity to Mexico? (Description paper)

*Note: Written Quiz #3 on Mon. covering Lecture Three material.

Week Four

Monday (01/29)

Lecture Topics: Civil Liberties and Diversity; and Civil Liberties in California

Read: APG, pp. 113 – 143

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)

	· Establishment Clause
	· Symbolic Speech

	· Free Exercise Clause
	· Freedom of the Press

	· Ethnic Profiling
	· California Proposition 187

	· Political Speech
	· Libel and Slander


Do you agree or disagree with the federalist argument why a Bill of Rights should not have been included in the U.S. Constitution? (Description paper)
Please visit the media library and watch the designated video on ECHELON. Please analyze whether ECHELON constitutes a violation of U.S. civil liberties. Be sure to include in your analysis, a brief discussion what should be the proper balance between liberty and security. (Analysis paper)

Describe any similarities that California’s Constitution has with the U.S. Constitution. (Description paper)

Last year California experienced a phenomenon that was greatly covered in the media: Immigrant Protest.  Some critics argued that the immigrant protests were a direct challenge to the sovereign laws of the U.S., as well as the State of California. Students at area schools also joined in the protest by “walking out” of school. Please write a paper that analyzes the impact that the immigrant protests had on California. Be sure to include in your analysis a discussion on whether the undocumented should be allowed to enjoy the civil liberties that U.S. citizens do. (Analysis paper) 

*Note: Written Quiz #4 Thurs. covering Lecture Four material.


Thursday (02/01)

Lecture Topics: Civil Rights and Diversity and Civil Rights in California

Read: APG, pp. 151 – 183

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)
	· The Civil War Amendments
	· Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

	· “Separate, But Equal”
	· Seneca Falls Convention


Is “ethnic profiling” a violation of civil rights law? (Description paper)
Supporters of affirmative action argue that it is intended not only to compensate for past discrimination but also to level an uneven playing field in which discrimination still exists. Please engage in an analytical discussion that explores whether you agree with the preceding statement. Include in your analysis to what extent is our society free from discrimination? What is the impact of affirmative action on society today? What alternatives to affirmative action policies exist? (Analysis paper)
Does California diversity adversely or positively affect civil rights? (Description paper)

Immigration continues to be a divisive issue in the State of California. And due to the great diverse population in our state the violation of civil rights is high on the list of concerns of Californians. Analyze the relationship, if any exists, between immigration and civil rights. Is this relationship deteriorating or strengthening? Should additional safeguards be constructed to protect California’s immigrant population? (Analysis paper) 
Week Five

Monday (02/05)

Lecture Topics: None

MID-TERM WILL COVER CHAPTERS ONE THROUGH FIVE. BRING A BLUE BOOK!


Thursday (02/08)
Lecture Topic: National Political Parties and their California Contemporaries

Read: APG, pp. 251 – 281; CPD, pp. 64 – 66.

Learning Activities: Describe the proportional representation electoral system. (Description paper)

Summarize the purpose of American third parties. (Summary paper)
Analyze the advantages and disadvantages of tight party control over their members’ voting in the legislature. Where do you stand on this issue and why? (Analysis paper)
Describe the major parties’ organization in California. (Description paper)

*Note:Written Quiz #5 on Mon. covering Lecture Five material. 
Week Six

Monday (02/12)
Lecture Topics: Congress; California State Legislature; Direct Democracy in California


Read: APG, pp. 355 – 384; CPD, pp. 38 – 47, 76 – 91, and 585 – 588.

Learning Activities: Describe the differences in representation between both houses of Congress. (Description paper)
Is the current system of patronage healthy for U.S. democracy? (Description paper)
Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)
	· The Committee System
	· How Congress Decides

	· How a Bill Becomes a Law
	· Impeachment


Two of Congress’s chief responsibilities are representation and lawmaking. Analyze the ways in which these two responsibilities might conflict with each other. How do these responsibilities support and reinforce one another? What would Congress be like if its sole function were representative? What would it be like if it were solely legislative? (Analysis paper)

Summarize the power of the Assembly Speaker and other leadership posts in the California State Legislature. (Summary paper)

Look at the voting history of your elected official to the California State Legislature. Analyze his/her voting record and determine whether it reflects the concerns of your locality. Be sure to include a discussion on a vote that your election official made that you were unaware of, how it impacts your locality, and who do you think benefited from that vote most. (Analysis paper)
*Note: Written Quiz #6 on Thurs. covering Lecture Six material.

Thursday (02/15)

Lecture: The Presidency and California Executive Politics


Read: APG, pp. 391 – 418; CPD, pp. 94 – 104 and 582 – 583.

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)
	· Expressed Powers
	· War Powers Resolution

	· Delegated Powers
	· Executive Agreement


Describe the affect and limitations associated with the President’s ability to go public for support. (Description paper)
In recent years, the power of the presidency has expanded significantly as presidents have increasingly relied on executive orders, executive agreements, and other unilateral instruments to govern. Analyze the impact these “managerial” tools have had on our system of government. Specifically, is the U.S. becoming a “presidential republic”? Is this a development to be feared or welcomed? (Analysis paper)

Describe any similarities in executive powers that the U.S. president and California governor possess. (Description paper)

Summarize the affect California’s plural executive has on political fragmentation and hyperpluralism. (Summary paper)

*Note: Written Quiz #7 Thurs. covering Lecture Seven material.
Week Seven

Monday (02/19)

NO CLASS! GEORGE WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY


Thursday (02/22)

Lecture Topics: The Federal Courts and Cali’s Judiciary


Read: APG, pp. 455 – 478; CPD, pp. 108 – 120 and 588 – 590.

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)

	· Types of Law
	· Due Process

	· Types of Court
	· Judicial Review

	· Judicial Restraint
	· Judicial Activism


Describe the workings of the civil and criminal process in the state of California. (Description paper)
Judicial philosophies of activism and restraint are often confused with the political ideologies of liberalism and conservatism in the courts. Write an analysis that addresses each of the following questions: What do you think the roots of this confusion are? To what extent is the common understanding correct? To what extent is it incorrect? Are there ways in which conservatives have been or could be activists in the courts? Are there ways in which liberals have exercised or could exercise judicial restraint? (Analysis paper)
Describe the process by which a case reaches the U.S. Supreme Court. (Description paper)
Write a page-long summary on the issues that affect criminal justice in California. (Summary paper)
*Note: Written Quiz #8 on Mon. covering Lecture Eight material.
Week Eight

Monday (02/26)


Lecture Topic: Domestic/Social Welfare Policy
Read: APG, 483 – 517 

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)

	· Contributory Programs
	· Health Policies

	· Noncontributory Programs
	· Housing Policies


Does American social policy’s various programs succeed in making opportunity more available to all Americans? (Description paper)
The American welfare state is very generous to some groups and much less generous to others. For example, the elderly receive many benefits from the welfare state, while young people receive relatively few benefits other than benefits. Likewise, the middle class enjoys many secure benefits, while the poor’s access to benefits is much less certain. Analyze how did these patterns of social welfare policy become established over time? In what way do these benefit patterns reflect American values? Do you think these patterns should be changed? (Analysis paper)

Describe the ways in which the needs of California’s poor, sick, mentally ill, and the state’s immigrants are addressed by the state’s policymakers. (Description paper)
*Note: Written Quiz #9 on Thurs. covering Lecture Nine material
Thursday (03/01)


Lecture Topic: National Economic Policy; California Public Policy


Read: APG, pp. 485 – 544; CPD, pp. 138 – 159 and 597 – 600.

Learning Activities: Write a page-long summary on one of the following: (Summary paper)

	· Laissez-Faire
	· Monetarists

	· Keynesian
	· World Trade Organization


Today, supporters of free trade defend it as the policy that best represents the public interest. Yet in the early years of the nation, high tariffs were widely accepted as best for the nation even thought they restricted trade. Analyze the arguments made in favor of free trade (vs. restrictions on trade)?  Include in your analysis a discussion that addresses whether the advocates of restrictions on trade always favor narrow special interests, or can they too be seen as favoring the public interest? (Analysis paper)
Why is the Federal Reserve so important to economic policy? (Description paper)
Summarize the ways in which California’s economy affects the state budget. (Summary paper)
*Note: Written Quiz #10 on Mon. covering Lecture Ten material.
Week Nine
Monday (03/05)

Lecture Topic: Foreign Policy and Democracy


Read: APG, pp. 549 – 574.

Learning Activities: Describe two international organizations such as the UN, the EU,   NAFTA, NATO, etc. (Description paper)
Write a page long summary on the sources of international law. (Summary paper)
Since the end of the Cold War, the UN or other international organizations have intervened or been called on to intervene in a number of civil wars. Briefly outline the criteria you believe should be used to determine when the UN or other international bodies should intervene in “domestic” civil wars. (Analysis paper)
Thursday (03/08)

Lecture Topic: NO LECTURE. FINAL EXAMINATION ON ALL MATERIAL POST MID-TERM EXAMINATION. BRING A BLUE BOOK!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES RUBRIC
Each of these assignments is relatively short, although different kinds of assignments have different length requirements. At some point in this process you will have developed the ability to prepare lengthy papers, but the first assignments should emphasize shortness and accuracy. Once you have mastered these short, descriptive assignments, you will find that the more elaborate Summaries or Analyses are fairly easy to complete quickly and successfully. You should recognize that, in many instances, long assignments build on your ability to write tight and coherent paragraphs and then organize them logically so that the paper supports the analysis or the point you are trying to make. That clearly builds on the initial writing you are asked to complete in this course.


Also, unless otherwise directed, all writing in this course should be:

	· Typed written using Arial 12 point font
	· White paper

	· Standard one inch margins
	· Bibliography (Analysis paper only)

	· Cover page (Analysis paper only)
	· No document protectors or folders

	· Recognizable Annotation/Citation Style
	· Double-spaced


Types of Writing utilized in this course:

1. Description (one to two paragraphs in length): In this kind of assignment, you are asked to describe briefly some aspect of a discussion from assigned readings or other sources. This project focuses on conveying an accurate and precise definition of a term, concept, relationship, or set of empirical data from the source. It requires you to put into your own words the best possible definition or description of the item that you can. Be certain to write clearly and carefully. It would probably be valuable if you could write your descriptions a second time, polishing the use of words so that the material you are describing is clearly conveyed. These types of assignments are worth ten (10) points and each student is required to write three (3) description papers. Of the three papers, each student MUST write one (1) paper on a California topic. In addition, there is a mandatory topic that all students MUST write a paper on. These types of assignments are due on the following Monday’s class meeting.

2. Summary (minimum one page in length): This assignment asks you to summarize, not describe, what an author has written about a subject or topic. This could be applied to a chapter of the text, or to another assigned reading such as a journal article. The value of a summary is that you develop and then write out a statement of the argument or account. To achieve that you clearly must understand those materials.

The ability to summarize a statement or the work of others is a very valuable skill. Such a summary should be succinct and direct. It should explicitly outline the source’s thesis, argument, analysis, or explanation depending on the nature of the material. Pay particular attention to material covered in the source; you must understand the material before you can summarize it.

It is important to realize that both of these first two assignments do not involve creative, critical, or analytic and original thinking on your part. In that sense, they may appear to be simple. However, to complete these assignments successfully, you need to be able to do small (brief) “portraits” of what others have said about a subject. That requires careful thinking and understanding on your part, and these assignments need to be crafted carefully to be done well. These assignments are worth 25 points and each student is required to write three (3) summary papers. Of the three papers, each student MUST write one (1) paper on a California topic. In addition, there is a mandatory topic that all students MUST write a paper on.  These types of assignments are due on the following Monday’s class meeting.
3. Analysis (minimum three to five pages in length): This assignment asks you to convey a sound and comprehensive analysis of a relationship, an argument, or a thesis. This kind of work can be done at any time during the semester, but you will gain analytic perspective and ability throughout the semester and will feel more confident doing analyses later in the semester. Analyses require you to understand the relevant concepts, arguments, or variables that are involved. You may have to complete outside reading or research or carefully re-read materials until you understand the material and can break down the elements of the argument of data analysis and write an organized essay that deals with the components of the subject you are covering. Analysis should display that you have (1) a comprehensive and sophisticated understanding of a concept or relationship or argument, (2) organized the analysis in logical order so that the conclusion and thesis you are presenting is well supported by the paper, and (3) systematically presented an objective analysis in the paper. Clearly, this kind of work requires thinking and creativity on your part.

This kind of writing will be the longest writing assignment you have during this semester. However, you should realize that analyses can involve much longer work that a five-page paper. You are likely to read a number of assigned works that illustrate analysis. These may be 30 to 50 pages in length. The fact that your analytic assignments are to be less than six pages requires that you write them very clearly and tightly, with no excess wordage. You must be sure that each word, sentence, and paragraph in an analytic paper is essential and clearly related to your analysis! This assignment is worth 100 points and must be turned in by Monday, February 26th, 2007. 
Note: You may revise and resubmit any of your writing assignments for re-grading. The purpose of this is to permit students to demonstrate the improvement they have made in the course throughout the semester on any assignment. Your resubmission must be made within one (1) week of the date on which the first paper is graded and returned to you. It should be a clear revision and/or rewrite of the initial assignment. That means you should do more than change words or sentence structure, even though those elements of a writing assignment can improve its quality a good deal. 
