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HISTORY 2: Western Civ Since 1500  
Spring 2007
Instructor: Gabriel Halls                                                                       

Office hours: Available by appointment; cell: 455-7714
Email: glhalls@gmail.com
Location: Sanger High School, Room 508                                                                                                        

Overview and Description:

In this course we will endeavor to explore the history of western civilization since 1500.  The early modern period provides a natural break point between History 1 and 2.  With the turn of the 

Sixteenth century Europe experienced a series of revolutions that influenced the development of the world from that time forward.  Europe experienced wars, famines, social and cultural developments that all played a part in creating the world we see today.
Required Book and Materials: Western Civilization, Volume Two, 6th Edition, by Jackson Spielvogel; Two (2) 815-E quizzstrips for reading quizzes, and two (2) bluebooks for the essay exams.  You will also need a notebook for taking notes and binder paper for weekly vocabulary homework assignments.

Course Objectives: Students will describe the political, economic & social evolution of Western civilization from the 17th century to the present, they will explain the expansion of Western economic, political & cultural influence in the modern world as well as the impact of  these forces on non-western regions of the globe since the 17th century, and they will identify geographical regions of economic, political & cultural significance in modern western civilization from the 17th century to the present. Students will analyze the principle intellectual & cultural movements of Western civilization from the 17th century to the present; Students will identify the importance of prominent persons, places & events in Western civilization since the 17th century; Students will examine the interplay & exchanges between western & non-western civilizations from the 17th century to  the present day; Students will compare & contrast important intellectual, political, economic, social & cultural events from the 17th to the 20th centuries with the trends evident in contemporary Western civilization.
Electronics: Electronic devices should be cleared with the instructor before use in class.  Cellphones, pagers, etc. should be turned off and out of sight during class.  Laptops may be used for taking notes only.  No headphones are allowed in class.  

Course Assignments and Grading Policy:
-Examinations (100 points each)- Two essay exams will be administered during the course of the semester.  One mid-term and one final.  The final exam will not be comprehensive.  No exam will be dropped.  

-Reading quizzes (20 points each)- Two (2) Reading quizzes will be scheduled (not pop quizzes) and will be based on the previous weeks’ readings and lectures.  No quiz grade will be dropped.  

-Research Paper- (50 points) Pick an approved topic within the historical framework of the course to do outside research for a paper.  It must be three (3) pages, double-spaced, and include a bibliography (ask if you don’t know what this is).  No cover page.
-Vocabulary- (110 points)  Weekly vocabulary assignments will be assigned as homework.

Based on 400 points as the maximum for the class, students who earn 90% or more of the possible points will receive an A; 80%-89% = B; 70%-79% = C; 60%-69% = D; 59% or less of the possible points will receive an F.

Be Aware of the Drop Deadline Date: Students may withdraw from this course without a letter grade until the Ninth Week of the Semester.  After Friday, March 9, 2007, everyone enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.  Students who miss more than four class sessions prior to this date may be dropped from the course.

Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory.  The instructor will keep attendance every class session by passing around a sign-in sheet during the opening minutes.  Two absences are allowed without negatively affecting one’s grade.  Leaving early will be counted as an absence. (As this class meets once a week, attendance is extremely important.)  If you come in late, it is your responsibility to get on the roll sheet.  Five points will be deducted from a student’s overall semester grade for every absence after the first two.  Five bonus points will be added to the grade of students with perfect attendance.  I do not grant incompletes, except when the situation is beyond the student’s control and documented (must show proof).

Class participation is defined as being present in class, listening to lectures, and taking notes on class lectures.  
Services for Students with Disabilities: Students with a verified need for an academic accommodation should notify me as soon as possible and we will make suitable arrangements. 

Plagiarism and Cheating:  You should be aware of what this crime.  Copying ANYONE’S written work for use in your paper without properly documenting the source is considered cheating and against the law.  It can result in expulsion.

Exam and Quiz Make-up Policy: Exam and quiz grades represent the primary basis for your grade in this class.  It is your responsibility to be prepared and present on these days.  Nothing should prevent you from taking an exam on the scheduled day.  Exceptions- should an unforeseeable emergency arise (you must notify me), a day will be scheduled at the end of the semester (most likely during Dead Days) when one exam and/or quiz grade can be made up.  This exam will consist of essay(s) and term identifications.  No make-ups will be offered during the semester.  

Schedule:  (Subject to change)  Read assigned readings before coming to class.

Jan 9: Go over syllabus and introduction to the course, short lecture. 
Jan 16: Roots of Western civilization, Europe in the 1500s. (Read ch. 13)

Jan 23: Finish Reformation: Film: Luther
Jan 30:  Exploration, the New World and the Market Economy, (pp.379-439)

Feb 6:  Quiz #1 Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment. (pp. 440-498)

Feb 13:  European Wars and State Building (Read ch. 18)

Feb 20: French Revolution, American experiment and Napoleon. (Read ch. 19) 

Feb 27:  The Industrial Revolution and Revolutions of 1848. (Read chs. 20-21)

Mar 6:  Nationalism and the Age of Imperialism. (Read chs. 23-24)
Mar 13:  Mid-term Exam
Mar 20:  World War I: Revolution and the 1st Red Scare. (Read ch. 25) 

Mar 27: Finish World War I.  Film: All Quiet on the Western Front 
Apr 3:   Easter Break
Apr 10: Europe during the Great Depression. (Read ch. 26)

Apr 17: Quiz #3 World War II. (Read ch. 27)

Apr 24: Finish WWII, Film: Torah, Torah, Torah 

May 1:  Post-colonialism and Cold War: Korea, Vietnam (Read ch. 28) Research Paper due
May 8:  Fall of Communism, War in Gulf and Serbia, 9/11 

May 15: Final Exam
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