Reedley College

Western Civilization II

History 2

 

 

Instructor:

Randall Miller

 

 

Course description and objectives:

This course examines the economic, political and social developments in Western Civilization from the Protestant Reformation to the modern era.

 

Text:

Western Civilization  Vol 2   by: Jackson Spielvogel

 

Course Schedule:

Tuesday and Thursday  12:30 - 1:45

Study Guides:   January 30, February 27, April 10, May 8

Mid-term: March 6

Research Paper:  April 26

Final Exam:  May 17   12:00 - 1:50 pm

 

Attendance:

Attendance will be recorded for each class meeting. If you are late to a class you must inform the instructor that you were present for the class at the END of the days class meeting.

Dropping a class is the students responsibility. Do not assume that the instructor will do it for you.

 

Basis for grade:

Study Guides (100 points each)     400 points

Research Paper                             100 points

Mid-term                                      250 points

Final Exam                                    250 points

TOTAL                                      1000 points

 

 

1000-900    A

899-800      B

799-700      C

699-600      D

599-000      F

 

Missed exams:

Nothing should prevent you from taking an exam on the scheduled day. If you miss the Mid-term a make-up exam can be arranged. You may not miss the final exam. Missing the final exam may result in your failing the class.

 

 

 

Research paper

 

The paper must be typed, double spaced and at least five pages in length. The subject must be pre-approved by the instructor.

 

Why write a paper?

Skills in English usage and experience in expressing ideas on paper in a readable and interesting manner can be acquired only by writing such works. Writing a paper will also give you experience in locating information quickly and in choosing among available sources; as well as acquaint you with the library resources from which information can be drawn. It will give you a broader and more thorough grasp of the subject area you have researched. It will also develop your writing skills and vocabulary, so that you can communicate more effectively.

 

Format:

Title page: This contains the title of your work, your name, the name of the class, the date the paper is due and the name of your instructor.

Text: This is the body of your work. This must contain no fewer than five pages of typed and double spaced writing. The topic must be pre-approved by the instructor. Papers should be free of any typing errors, spelling errors, incorrect grammatical usages, incorrect sentence structures and punctuation errors. It must be typed and double spaced.

   Simply expressed, your term paper should contain the entire story on which you are writing. Do not write only a part of the history of tje subject. For example: only the early life of Alexander the Great, or only the first few hours of the battle of Thermopylae. Treat all areas of the paper equally. Do write a paper as if you were trying to explain it to someone who knew nothing about it.

   Avoid trying to lengthen your paper by adding extra words just to reach the minimum needed. Select a subject with which you have an interest. Select a subject that has information that is readily available and is plentiful. Do not choose a subject that is so broad that not all the information could be easily explained within the confines of this paper; such as the entire Roman Empire.

   Make several drafts of the paper. Avoid the usage of slang words. Void making personal references to yourself in the paper. Do use a Dictionary and a Thesaurus and consult both of them often.

   When using a quotation, work it into the text of your paper smoothly using a transitional sentence. Acknowledge all paraphrases. All paraphrases should be handled like quotations; list the source material from which it comes. Failure to give credit for paraphrases is a very serious offense and should be handled with care on your part. If in doubt, always give credit. Quotations must be carefully selected and used only when really necessary to bring out a point you are trying to make. Do not write half of your paper as a mass of quotations; this shows poor scholarly abilities. I want to see what you think, not what others think. 

   Endnotes: these are not required for this class. The information can, instead, be placed with the body of the work as in this example:

    Stweart's views on this matter are widely known as can be most readily seen in this excerpt from his book: "the rain of the seventeenth century was of greater volume than that of today's; therefore, we can conclude from this data that the world is going through a global warming trend." (Stewart, p. 149) Stewart's views have been shown, through later studies, to be seriously flawed. However; I will discuss this in more detail later.

   This example gives the author's name and the page on which the information was located, within the body of the work itself. This makes flipping back and forth through the paper unnecessary and it therefore makes the paper easier to read.

Works Cited: A listing, in alphabetical (according to the name of the author) of all the authors, title of the books, name of the publishers, the year the book was printed, and tht number of its printing. Single-space each seperate work and then double space between different sources.

More information can be gotten thru the MLA stylesheet handout.

 

 

The paper will be graded in the following way:

 

 

Format: 30 points

Accuracy of the title page                 2 points

Accuracy of the Works Cited page   2 points

Accuracy of the text                         24 points

Accuracy of the notes                       2 points

 

Completeness of coverage:  50 points

How well did you cover your chosen topic?

 

Usefulness of information:   5 points

How much of what you wrote actually benefited the writing of your topic?

 

Organization of content:  10 points

how well does your paper follow a logical progression of ideas?

 

Evidence of literature search:   5 points

How much documentation was used in the body of the work? Was it enough? Were the number of works cited enough to cover this topic?

 

 

Papers that are late will be marked down one full grade. Students who fail to turn in a paper will receive zero points. It is the students' responsibility to contact the instructor and arrange to deliver the paper.

 

 

