 English 3 Critical Reading and Writing
Spring 2007
Ms. K. Fourchy

Office: A-6 638-2641 ext. 3406

Office Hours: M 11-1, W 11-1, F 9-10
E-Mail: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu

Course Description:

This course is designed to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A. You will write critical essays in response to text readings and class discussions. You will expand your critical vocabulary, employing terms and concepts related to logic and other rhetorical aspects of argument and persuasion, and be tested on this material. In some cases you will work in groups to achieve these goals. As a class and as individuals, we will discover and experience intellectual projects that will pose big questions and invite analysis. We will look behind the surface of issues and attempt to understand subjects more deeply. 
Required Materials: 

Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings. 7th ed. Boston: Bedford, 2005.
A recent college level dictionary

Essays: You will be writing three formal essays for this course. The first will be an exercise in analysis of a text, the second will be an exercise in the synthesis of ideas, and the third will be an exercise in research with an annotated bibliography. Essays must abide by MLA guidelines.

Exams: There will be a mid-term and a final. These exams will test your mastery of terms as well as your ability to read critically. A list of the terms you will be expected to learn this semester will be distributed.

Attendance: Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. Since the class meets only once a week, you will be dropped if you miss more than two sessions. Absence is not an excuse for missed work or confusion about the due dates.

Grading: You will be graded on a point system scale. A few assignments are revisable for an increased grade. If you are failing the course at midterm, you will automatically be dropped. Grading Scale: 90-100% A, 90-89%, B, 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 0-59% F

*Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

*Last day to drop:  March 9, 2006

*Instructor reserves the right to make changes in this syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.
