English 252-Writing Improvement 

4 units (CR/NC) 

(Curriculum guidelines require a grade of “C” or above for satisfactory completion of course)

Spring 2007~ Section 53042

T Th F 7:45am-8:50am

Instructor: Mrs. Coon
E-Mail: mariaverdian@csufresno.edu
Course Descriptions:  

     This course is designed to give students the opportunity to exercise and develop fundamental English writing skills.  Throughout the semester students will cultivate proper grammatical and vocabulary skills by practicing the fundamentals of; paragraph structure, producing grammatically correct English sentences, proper essay formation, becoming familiarized with basic word processing software for writing purposes, proofreading with the intention of producing written works that are grammatically sound and error-free, and discovering their own unique “writer’s voice” by learning to express ideas with a specific audience in mind.  There will also be a great deal of emphasis upon learning to discover the varying degrees of an author’s intention and style as it relates to essays and literature.  

     One of our biggest goals this semester is to focus upon and record our reactions as readers.  We will constantly ask ourselves how we read, and how such habits have bearing upon our analysis.  It will be the task of each student to discover how reactions to readings help them to generate their own personal ideas/analysis.  By learning to utilize the “conventions of English” students will have the opportunity to grasp the concepts of proper mechanics as it relates to essay formation and cyclical writings.  Eventually, such work should culminate in the student’s ability to demonstrate grammatical skill in relation to the written analysis of reading materials.  Regular tests regarding grammar and sentence development alongside journaling, and weekly essay writing within class will prompt students to share their work with peers.   ALWAYS come to class prepared to write and share your work!  

     Remember that learning to write well is progressive and demands commitment, diligence, faith in the process, and patience. Think positive, retain an open mind, be sure your pens are full of ink, and go for it!

  Required Texts:

Goldstein, Janet M. and John Langan.  English Brushup-Fourth Edition.

     New York: McgrawHill Inc, 2007.

Rogers, Judy R. and Glenn C., Kathryn C, Mincey.  Patterns and Themes-Fifth Edition.

     Boston, MA: Thompson-Wadsworth, 2005.
  Required Materials: 

· Composition Book, Wide Ruled, 100 pages, 7 1/2”x 9 3/4” (2) (Reader’s Journal)

· Wire-bound Notebook, College Ruled, 200-300pages

· Blue or black erasable ink pens for In-class writing exercises

· Access to a computer or word processor (All written assignments, excluding 

            In-class writings must be typed!) 

· HD disk, label and holder (high density)

· Notebook binder for organization of daily writing and notes

Coursework/Breakdown of Final Grade:

Homework*                                                                       20 points

Journal**                                                                           24 points

Pop Quizzes***                                                                   6 points

Essays/Term Paper                                                            100 points

Midterm/Essay exams                                                       40 points

Extra Credit                                                                       10 points

In-class writing                                                                  Required
Class Participation                                                             Required
Final                                                                                   40 points

Total Possible                                                                   240 points

Grading Scale:

     240-231 points  =     A       Credit

     231-222 points  =     B       Credit

     222-213 points  =     C       Credit

     213-204 points  =     D      No Credit

     204- points        =     F       No Credit

Class participation means that you are expected to arrive to class having read the assigned material! In order for you to truly comprehend the process of becoming good writers it is essential that you come to class:

1. Willing to ask questions with preparedness in order to enter the domain of in-class discussions, always showing respect for others.

2. Ready to share your own personal writings/experiences.

3. Having completed assignments. 

4. Prepared for in-class writing.

*Homework assignments (due as assigned throughout the semester) will consist of weekly reading assignments and writing exercises, writing and revising essay drafts, exploring strategies for free writing, and a final group project. 

**Essays are a required component towards successful completion of this course.  As such, you are required to turn in two complete and revised essays each containing a minimum of three pages of thoughtful/polished written material.  Completed essays are required to cite at least two secondary sources alongside the primary text. These essays should discuss at least one of our readings from class in juxtaposition with another text selected at your discretion at the approval of your professor.  The content of the essay and the subsequent material you will be required to acquire should reflect the integration and organization of your field work alongside your own personal reactions to the text (s) in question.  

*** Journals-I also require you to write at least three pages of thoughts or observations regarding our readings within your journals outside of class WEEKLY-exact dates for turning in your journals is located within the course outline.  Journal writing should emphasize your personal reaction to readings alongside thoughtful analysis of the author’s intention as it relates to your interpretation of the text.  As you read, keep your journal close at hand!  After reading, begin the process of recording how you read, and how such habits contribute to your interpretations, reactions, emotions, and ideas.  

A more in-depth in-class discussion will be coming your way shortly in relation to this assignment.

****Pop Quizzes will be given randomly throughout the semester.  Regular attendance is the only sure way to gather points from pop quizzes.  I will not, under any circumstance, provide make-up quizzes for absenteeism. 

*****Essay Exams will be given twice throughout the semester.  You will be required to write at least two pages regarding a passage (s) we have discussed at length within class.  What this means is, in order for you to truly excel where your exams are concerned regular attendance is imperative!  So…make sure you try and stay as healthy and rested as possible this term!

******The Term Paper/Group Project will be due two weeks before the end of the semester.  This paper will be a required 4 pages in length containing no less than three citations from secondary sources gathered from your research throughout the semester. 

(Please note:  Failure to appear in class on the final examination date will result in an automatic Grade of “F”= NO CREDIT for the entire course.  No exceptions.)

All homework shall be DUE AS ASSIGNED.  I will not assign makeup work.  NO 

EXCEPTIONS.  However, there will be a point within the semester that I will assign an extra credit assignment.  Stay tuned for more details as we advance through the term…

Paper Policy:  

All papers are due to me on the assigned specified date at the beginning of class.  Papers left in my box will not be accepted. There will be occasional assignments (specified by your Instructor) in which you will be asked to include multiple copies of your writing for in-class distribution.  Aside from this, you will often be asked to include your pre-writing drafts along with your final drafts for a final grade, so be sure to file them in a safe place. The specified assignments that are incomplete in this regard will be given a zero.  There are no exceptions to this policy.

· All papers must be complete by the beginning of class on the specified due date, unless instructed otherwise.

· Papers left in my box will not be accepted for grading.

· Occasionally you will be required to bring multiple copies of your written work to class for distribution among your classmates.

· The myriad of ideas that ignited your central topic are an essential part of your writings, therefore they will (at specified times) accompany your completed drafts for evaluation/assistance from your instructor.

Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  If cheating or plagiarism are strongly suspected the student will receive zero credit for the assignment. If deviance of this type continues, appropriate action will be taken.

Remember this: Attempting to defy your instructor or peers by passing off another’s work as your own will only impede your learning experience.  Not to mention, continued deviance of this type has the potential to place your educational future at risk!  Be clear when citing sources or “borrowing” ideas.  Trying to analyze information to find hints or ideas is one thing, copying someone else’s work word-for-word and saying it is an “original” is another!
       Attendance Policy:

· Roll will be called within the first five minutes of each class session.
· I will allow a total of three absences for the entire semester. Any absences beyond the third absence will result in an automatic drop and no credit for the course.  However, all excessive absences that occur after the drop date deadline will result in an automatic grade of “F” for the course.  There will be no exceptions to this policy.  
· There shall be no difference in distinguishing “excused absences” or “unexcused absences.”  
· If you are tardy and your name has been called, be VERY SURE TO come see me after class.  It is YOUR responsibility to make sure you are not marked absent when you come to class late!   Excessive lateness past 5 minutes at the start of class will be distinguished as an entire absence after the fourth day of late arrival.  What this means is: If you are past 5 minutes late on more than four occasions, the fifth day of late arrival will count as one absence.
Essential Information:

· If you have a verified need for alternate learning materials for this course, please contact me as soon as possible.
· ALL CELLPHONES AND PAGERS MUST BE TURNED OFF FOR THE ENTIRE DURATION OF CLASS.
· Please make note of the class schedule for the entire semester.  Be sure to keep your class schedule in mind before you make appointments, set up work hours, or make vacation plans.  If you hold a job outside of school be sure to inform the proper management of your class schedule.
Helpful Hints:

· There is an open computer lab located in the library at Reedley College with a full-range of software and the capability to practice word processing skills.  The hours are: 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Friday, and 7:30 a.m.- 11:30 a. m. Saturday.
· The Writing Center at Reedley College is located in Room HUM 58.  Please feel free to visit or schedule an appointment for further support regarding your writing development.  The Writing Center is designed to assist students at all writing levels, so take advantage of this opportunity and expand your learning!
· Be sure to make back-up copies of all of your written work!  When you write using a computer, always make sure to create a burned copy of your work aside from the file that exists on your hard drive.  
· If you are sure you are going to miss a particular day ahead of time, let your instructor know.  Always be sure to keep the lines of communication open, do not allow more than two days of missed classes to pass without letting your instructor know when you plan on returning.
· A full night’s rest and a healthy diet can work wonders on your writing.  Sleep and eat well when you can!
      Important Dates:

· Monday, January 15th –Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (no class, campus closed)

· Monday, January 26th - Last day to register for Spring 2007 full-length class

            Or, drop full-length class to avoid a “W”

· Friday-Monday, February 16th-19th –No Class, President’s Holiday

· Friday, March 9th - Last day to drop semester length course (letter grades assigned
                 after this date)
· Monday, March 16th –Summer/Fall 2007 registration begins (by appointment) 

· Monday, April 2nd- Sunday April 8th –SPRING BREAK (no classes held, campus closed
            Friday, April 6th)
·  Monday April 9th Summer 2007 Registration begins for new students

·  Monday, May 14th-Fall 2007 Registration begins for new, transfer, former

             students

· Monday 14th-18th-FINALS WEEK
· Wednesday, May 16th-FINAL EXAM 10:00am-11:50am

· (Please note:  Failure to appear in class on the final examination date will result in an automatic Grade of “F”= NO CREDIT for the entire course.  No exceptions.)
II.  COURSE OUTCOMES: (TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM REEDLEY COLLEGE CURRICULUM GUIDELINES)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write complete sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating correctly.

B. Use the conventions of English writing; including capitalization, indenting, spelling, hyphenating, 

               etc.

C. Write clear, varied, appropriate sentences.

D. Use verbs correctly in present, past future, and present perfect tenses and use the correct forms of

               common irregular verbs.

E. Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.

F. Write short papers (approx 500 words) that demonstrate rhetorical control of the main idea,

               utilizing the writing process in developing, writing, revising, and editing those papers.

G. Complete an in-class writing exam with minimal errors.

H. Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.

I. Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English,

               contractions, etc.

J. Recognize usage and dialect levels:  standard, community or neighborhood, slang.

III.  COURSE OBJECTIVES: (TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM REEDLEY COLLEGE CURRICULUM GUIDELINES)
       In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Learn all aspects of the writing process; including exploring topics, expressing the writer’s main

                      idea, using appropriate  details to support main ideas, selecting orders, and writing and revising

                      papers.

B. Develop several short papers, both in and outside class.

C. Expand basic sentence structure with appropriate modification.

D. Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions including, sentence structure, parts of

                      sentences, usage, spelling, 
vocabulary, etc.

IV.  COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE: (TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM REEDLEY COLLEGE CURRICULUM GUIDELINES)

 A.   Sentence structure

1.     Basic sentence patterns

2.     Sentence building and combining

B.    The parts of the sentences

1.     Subjects

2.     Verbs

3.     Complements

4.     Modifiers

C.    Usage

1.     Subject-verb agreement 

2.     Pronoun use (case, reference)

3.     Verb use-tense, forms (regular and irregular)

D.    Spelling and vocabulary, including appropriate diction and using words correctly in sentences.

E.     Writing conventions

F.     The writing process

1.     Considering purpose and reader

2.     Discovery and exploring topics

3.     Selecting and organizing

4.     Making a point and supporting it

5.     Writing the drafts

6.     Learning to edit and correct one's own text

G.    Using writing to discover ideas and investigate possibilities or solve problems

H.    Introduction to Library resources

PAGE  
1

