Class Syllabus

For

English 1A

Instructor:  Mr. Marty Stephens/Home (559) 732-0170  Cell (559) 213-1113
E-Mail:  Stephens@Porterville.k12.ca.us
Semester:  Spring 2007

Class Schedule:  T/TH  6:00 – 7:50 P.M.

Location:  Kingsburg High School

Required Texts:  Brief Handbook for Writers and Motives for Writers
Course Description:  English 1A is designed for students to get his or her A.A. or A.S. degree or to transfer to the 4-year college level.  In order to do so, though, is contingent on the students passing with a letter grade of “C” or better.  The focus on the class is on writing: sentence structure, paragraph structure, grammar, punctuation, style, tone, and vocabulary building. Students will write several essays, and in that process perform self-editing skills as well as peer-edit other students’ papers.  In addition to the essays, students will read literature and analyze/synthesize the content, answer questions, and respond to the various aspects of that print.  A research paper is also required of the students in order to pass the course.  At the conclusion of the semester a final will be given. 
Attendance:  Class will convene on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. sharp.  It is of the utmost importance that students attend all classes.  If you have to miss for some reason, it would behoove you to call a classmate to collect any work you will have missed.  The truth is this:  It is impossible to make up a lecture and the interaction among the class’s students.  Please make every effort to attend all classes.  Students should have at least a 90% attendance record in order to receive a passing grade in my class, which means that out of approximately 34 class meetings the students should not miss any more than 3 times (this equals 10%).  Emergencies and untimely events do take place in our lives, so please reserve these three absences for those times only!  There will not be any exceptions to this policy.  The bottom line is that each student must be fully responsible for his or her attendance.  Additionally, arriving late and or leaving early will constitute an absence.
Assignments:  There will be mini quizzes on grammar and punctuation.  There will also be essays written on a weekly basis, and there will be written assignments from the required text as well.  Each week students will have the opportunity to edit each other’s papers, too.  The essays will include argumentative, persuasive, cause and effect, definition, experience, and problem/solution.  Ultimately, a research paper must be composed.  In all writing assignments students must use 12 pointTimes-Roman font, double-spaced, heading (single-spaced) in the upper left-hand corner that should be separated by at least two spaces from the title, which in turn should be separated by two more spaces to the beginning of the writing.  It is important to note that there is no make-up work given in my class; the due date is the due date!  No exceptions!   
Grading Policy:  I grade on a standard percentage scale.  I add up all the students’ scores at the end of the semester and give the grade that corresponds with the scale.
90 – 100% = A

80 – 89%   = B

70 – 79%   = C

60 – 69%   = D

Below 60% = F

If a student so wishes, he or she may drop the class by the deadline (approximately halfway through the semester) – March 9, 2007, and not receive a penalty; however, if a student wants to drop after the deadline, or has missed more than three times, then he or she must receive a letter grade o f “F.” 

In addition to the prior information, please keep the following things in mind:  I have the right to drop a student from my class if he or she is antagonistic toward me, the class, etc.  Also, please turn all cell phones off while in class; if it is an emergency situation, then put it on vibrate.  Do not talk during class or check text messages, for example.  All of these things are quite distracting.

I will give you a chart where you can keep track of your grades.  This is your grade, so if you use the chart, you’ll know 24/7 what your grade is.  Please do not ask me—I will not know at that very moment, and I need to get class started.
A successful student is well-organized, attends all classes, asks questions, and studies diligently.  
