English 1A: Reading & Composition
Instructor: Shana Bartram



                  Email: shana.bartram@reedleycollege.edu
Office: Annex 5




            Office Hours: Tues & Thrus 10-11 & Fri 9-10

Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3472

Course Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.

· employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, and conclusions.

· write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.  

· target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.

· determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.

· employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace such as avoiding 
slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.

· use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.

· demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace. 

· determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.
· write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class.

· generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free writing, or clustering.

· compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time.
· summarize and comprehend college level prose.

· identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay.

· name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit.

· answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction.

· describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings.

· determine a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche for discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.
Required Texts:
George, D. and Trimbur, J., Reading Culture (this book comes packaged with an MLA handbook and a dictionary).

Something to save your work on

Course Expectations:

1) Complete ALL assignments.

2) All work must be completed in MLA format (see English Simplified). Any work not completed accordingly will NOT BE GRADED. What this means is that you will receive an “F” for that assignment.

3) Email correspondence MUST follow the normal conventions of the English language. In other words, all sentences must begin with a capital letter and end with a period. Your best effort to punctuate appropriately is required. Remember, I am assessing your ability to think, read, and write at the English 1A level. Your email correspondence is graded as well.

4) Work must be completed by the due date. For those of you who are willing to work ahead, that will be fine. I will not accept any late work. There are no exceptions here.

Grading Criteria:

You will be given a letter grade for each assignment, for each unit. Your essays, of coarse hold the most weight in each unit. You will not be able to pass the class unless you have received a “C” or better on each of your essays. Each week, I will send you an email with both a unit grade and a breakdown of the other assignments. The final course grade will be the average of all graded units.

90-100% = A

80-89% =   B

70-79% =   C

60-69% =   D

0-59% =     F

The very best thing you can do for yourself as a developing writer is to enroll in English 372. You will be given a personal tutor and a couple other tutees to work with regularly over the semester. You must obtain a referral form from me to enroll. The bottom line is this: students who attend regular tutoring sessions tend to pass my classes. Those who don’t, tend to not pass. The tutors are familiar with the various types of writing assignments I give, and they are very helpful with meeting writing goals! These guys are good – so good that even faculty gets help with their writing from time to time, and the really cool thing is that they will help you with any writing. So if you are taking a Sociology, History, Reading, Guidance Studies class(es), they help you with that writing too!


Tips, pet-peeves, and the such:

· Keep a copy of all your work until the end of the semester.

· Always submit your best work.

· Maintain an “I can” attitude – Positive people tend to have positive outcomes (and the opposite is true too).

· Always be prepared for class: If you show-up and you are not prepared, it’s likely that I will ask you to leave and you will receive an absence for that day.

· Showing up is not enough: It’s true that being present helps you to learn, but if you do not do the assignments, you will not pass. 

· Turning work in is not enough: just doing the assignment does not warrant a passing grade. You need to be doing passing work to pass the class. Makes sense, right?

· Please leave your personal life personal. Turn off cell phones before you walk though the door. Remember, you are walking into a learning environment – let’s keep it that way.

· Be respectful of yourself, your peers, and your instructor. Disrespectful / mean behavior will not be tolerated. If you engage in this behavior, you will be asked to leave class and you run the risk of being dropped from the class.

· If you stop coming to the class, be sure to drop. It is your responsibility to do so, not mine. Forgetting to do so could earn you an “F” or “NC” as a final semester grade.

· Attendance & Participation is mandatory. I allow for 3 absences over the duration of the semester. Anything beyond that may result in being dropped from / not passing the class. I consider 2 tardies/early departures as 1 absence. If you are not here, you can not learn. Again, remember that I ask students who are not prepared or willing to work to leave class for the day. If this occurs, you will be considered absent. There are NO excused absences.

· Course documents, handouts, assignments, etc. will be available on Blackboard (or if I can not upload them, I will post instructions about where to pick them up under Announcements). If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the worked you missed.

· I do not do excuses. Work is done, or it’s not. It’s complete, or incomplete. I understand that life provides plenty of distractions, emergencies, and so on from time to time – but those events do not take away from what is required of you this semester.

· Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as assessed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will me made to accommodate your special needs.

Important Dates:

January 8: Instruction Begins

January 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: No Classes Held

January 26: Last Day to Drop to Avoid a “W”

February 16-19: President’s Holiday – No Classes Held

April 2-8: Spring Recess: No Classes Held

May 14-18: Finals Week

