English 126 College Reading Skills Spring 2007

Mrs. Jan Zigler

Office:  Forum 8  Hours:  M 10-11; W 9-11: F 9-11

Phone:  638-3641 ext. 3262  E-mail:  jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu




BIBLIOPHILE





I can’t control them.





I can’t seem to intercede.





My eyes have a mind all their own.





With me or without me, they read.





They need to fix





On print at all times:





Cereal boxes at the breakfast table,





Junk magazines in the checkout line.





But mostly my eyes





Are craving good stories—





Stories about my life and times,





Found in others’ loves and worries—





Stories that take me inside myself,





Stories that take me away,





Luring me into other worlds





Where, whenever I can, I stay





And stay





Until it’s distressingly late





(Until my eyes need that other world





Where they rest and anticipate)





Fixing and fixing and fixing again





On someone’s words and ways,





Making those words belong to me, too,





Reeling in wonder and rage and dismay.





I couldn’t live if I couldn’t read.





It’s nothing less:  I’m hooked.





I know it sounds like a sales pitch





(YOUR ENGLISH TECHER LOVES BOOKS)





But your English teacher loves books.





Nancie Atwell

Required Materials
· The American Heritage Dictionary, Fourth Edition
( A binder
· A subscription to Newsweek magazine

      
( A folder

· $5—this is your library card in class


( A stapler 

I expect you read as much as you can, as joyfully as you can, and to:

1.  Find books, authors, subjects, and themes that matter to you, to your life, to 

     who you are and who you want to become.
2.  Try new authors, subjects, purposes, and genres; expand your reading 

     schemas.

3.  Recognize that there are different modes of reading and different stances 

     readers take in regard to different kinds of texts.

4.  Develop and articulate your criteria for both choosing and abandoning books.

5.  Decide what is working and what needs more work in the books you read.
6.  Have conversations, both oral and written, with others about what you think 

     and notice about the writing you are reading.
7.  Read for at least a half hour every night, seven nights a week.

8.  Keep a record of the books you finish reading or abandon.
By the end of the course, you can expect to:

1.  Know more about the world and current events
2.  Be able to understand, remember, and respond to what you read. 
3.  Recognize main ideas and determine how details relate to them in patterns.  

4.  Be able to accurately summarize what you have read.

2.  Have learned about 80 new words and know how to learn the meanings of 

     new words more efficiently.

3.  Find that you not only read more than you used to, but also that you enjoy 

     reading more than you used to.

4.  Feel more confident and be more capable as a college reader.

Grading and Credit

You must be officially enrolled in the class no later than Friday, January 26.  English 126 is a three-unit class that satisfies the reading requirement for graduation.  To be accurately placed in English 126, you should have completed English 262 or scored appropriately on an English placement test.  The class is offered on a graded basis, with a credit/no credit option.  Grades are determined on a point system so that you will be aware of your progress in meeting course requirements.  See the Point Total Sheet for details.

Participation and Attendance

Students with more than eight absences before March 9 will be dropped.  Your progress by the end of the sixth week will be determined by your evaluated work to that date.  Late work is not accepted.  There is no extra credit.

Class Conduct
Come to class on time and ready to work.  No phone calls or text messaging is permitted in class.  MP3 players and phones must be off and put away when class begins.  If your phone rings in class, you will be asked to leave.  Please ask for permission before bringing children or other guests.

Special Circumstances

Let your instructor know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.  
English 126 Topical Outline

Spring 2007

Week
Dates

Topics and Activities_________________________

1
1/8-12

Introduction to course; begin fiction reading




Successful Student Activity #1: Self evaluation and goals 




Practice with Reading Conference Form

2
1/16-19*
Vocabulary in Context; begin Vocabulary Notebook assignment;




Introduction to the summarizing process; Intro to active reading  




Successful Student Activity #2: Library tour and quiz

3
1/22-26
Problem/solution pattern in news stories with Newsweek magazine;




Vocabulary Notebook #1 (#2 1-20) due

Friday of Week 3 is the last day to add a semester-length course

4
1/29-2/2
Continue problem/solution pattern in news stories 



Successful Student Activity #3:  Textbook Shopping

5
2/5-9

Exploring compare/contrast thinking pattern in news stories




Fiction pages goal for a C grade: SSA #4: Time Management

6
2/12-15*
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; Vocabulary 




Notebook #2 (#s 21-40) due; SSA #5: Checking an Online Grade 




Record

!!Every student should have had at least one Reading Conference  by now!!

Your progress will be evaluated by the grades on all work to date.

7
2/20-23*
Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories




Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  370

8
2/26-3/2
Exploring fact fact vs. opinion and considered judgment vs. 



personal preference in letters to the editor of Newsweek 

9
3/5-9

Exploring other thinking patterns in news stories; Vocabulary




Notebook #3 (#s 41-60) due; SSA #6—writing a letter to the editor 

Friday, March 9 is the last day to drop a semester-length class
10
3/12-16
Other thinking patterns in news stories; Fiction pages goal for 




a C grade: 475 

11
3/1923

Other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #7: Collaborative 



learning

12
3/26-30
Other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #6: Oral presentation

Spring Break is April 2 through April 6

13 
4/9-13

Other thinking patterns in news stories; SSA #8: Oral presentation

14
4/16-20
Other thinking patterns in news stories  

15
4/23-27
Other thinking patterns in news stories; Vocabulary Notebook #5 



(81-100) due; SSA #9: TBA  

16
4/30-5/4
Other thinking patterns in news stories; Fiction pages goal for a C 



grade:  700

17
5/7-5/11
Make up Newsweek assignments for those who need them 




(maximum of 3); SSA #10: Self and course evaluation
18
5/14-18
Finals Week

* = short weeks due to holidays
English 126 Point Total Sheet


Name______________________

Spring 2007

Compare this record with your record on Blackboard.  Discuss any discrepancies with your teacher immediately.

Newsweek and other assignments 10 points each

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	











Total:  _________










      200

Vocabulary Notebook 20 points each
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	











Total:  _________










      
      100


Reading Conferences/Book Talks with my teacher and others 25 points each

	1 Date:
	2 Date:
	3 Date:
	4 Date:

	Title:

Pps:
	Title:

Pps:
	Title:

Pps:
	Title:

Pps:

	Points:         /25  
	Points:         /25
	Points:          /25
	Points:         /25











Total:  _________











      100

+ Abandoned books pages:___________________________________________

Number of Fiction Pages Read  Divide the total number by 10
	0-599
	600-699
	700-799
	800-899
	900-1000

	F
	D
	C
	B
	A











Total:  __________

      









      100

Successful Student Activities 10 points each
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	











Total:  __________











      100

Total Points Possible

540-600= A

420-479= C

0-359= F

My Total:________

480-539= B

360-419= D





      600








       My Course Grade:________

