Class Syllabus

for
English 125

Instructor:  Mr. Marty Stephens

Semester:  Spring 2007
Class Schedule:  T/TH  6:00 P.M. – 7:50 P.M.

Location:  Sanger High School
Required Texts:  Patterns for College Writing by Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen


      R. Mandell




      A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage by Larry Beason 


      Mark Lester

Course Description:  English 125 is intended to help students prepare for success in English 1A and other language arts classes.  Students will receive extensive instruction in all phases of writing, including grammar, punctuation, self-editing, peer-editing, sentence and paragraph structure—all leading to effective writing of essays and research papers.

Attendance:  Class will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:00 P.M. sharp.  It is of the utmost importance that you attend all classes.  If you have to miss for some reason, it would behoove you to call a classmate to collect any work you will have missed.  Students should have at least a 90% attendance record in order to receive a passing grade in the class, which means that out of approximately 34 class meetings the students should not miss any more than 3 times (this equals 10%).  Emergencies and untimely events take place in our lives, so please save these 3 absences for those situations only.  There will not be any exceptions made to this policy.  Arriving to class late and or leaving early will constitute an absence.
Assignments:  There will be grammar tests, punctuation tests, editing tests, various writing assignments as well as some reading assignments.  Writing essays will be a large of the class as well.  All work is to be typed, double-spaced, Times-Roman 12 pt. font.  All writing/reading assignments should be saved by the students.  If I don’t show a grade for you, then it would be easier for you to just print another copy.  Please be prepared to keep a record of all your work.  There will be a mid-term and final test in addition to the aforementioned assignments.  All assignments and their respective weighted grades will simply be accumulated at the end of the semester for a final grade.  There will not be any make-up work if a student misses class, so please plan on attending all classes.  There will be approximately 10 writing assignments; students will be in a constant writing/editing mode while learning the basic conventions of effective writing.

Grading Policy:  I grade on a standard percentage scale.  I add up all the students’ scores at the end of the semester and give the grade that corresponds with the scale.

90 – 100% = A

80 – 89      = B

70 – 79      = C

60 – 69      = D

Below 60%  = F

If a student so wishes, he or she may drop the course by the deadline, obviously, and receive no penalty; however, if a student wants to drop a class after the deadline, then he or she will receive an “F.”  Regarding the absence policy of 3, if the student misses a fourth time after the deadline, then that student also must receive a letter grade, which would be an “F.”  Please do NOT abuse the three absence rule!     

In addition to the prior information, please the following things in mind.  I have the right to drop any student from my class if he or she is antagonistic toward the class instruction and or routine.  Do not have cell phones on; turn them to vibrate or off completely.  Do not arrive late or leave early—this will be considered an absence.  Do not talk during instruction or check phone messages etc.  Simply do the task at hand and nothing else.  Also, please keep track of your grades in class; all I will show is a row of numbers, not your actual grade.
