English 125 – Spring – 2007
Syllabus – Reedley College

Instructor: Corinna Ruth




Dates to Remember:

Schedule #53156




Jan. 10 – Instruction begins
10:00 - 11:50 A. M.




Jan. 15 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
W – POR 1





Feb. 16 – 19 – Presidents’ Day Holiday
F – AGR 1





March 9 – Last day to drop this class
Voice Mail 638-3641 Ext. 3935


April 2 – 8 – Spring break

    
Office hrs. - by appointment



May 14 – 18 – Final Exam Week 

    
e-mail – cruth@scccd.org



May 16 – Final Exam Day -10:00-11:50

    

Texts/Supplies:

Patterns for College Writing (10th edition), Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell.
A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage (4th edition),  Larry Beason and Mark Lester.
3 1/2" diskette or a memory stick/thumb drive with a USB port to save your work; a good dictionary; a portfolio folder.
Course Objectives:

This course will give you practice in constructing clear and concise sentences and cohesive paragraphs within a well-organized essay. The emphasis will be on content, organization, correct usage, spelling, and punctuation.

Requirements:  You will be required to complete at least 8 process essays (about one every other week).  You must also write six in-class essays and receive at least a “C” average on those essays. Another requirement for the class will be weekly grammar assignments that can be completed out of class or in the computer lab. Your final exam will be a series of essays based on your portfolio.  All passing assignments must receive a “C” or better.

Grading:

A total of 1150 points is possible for the semester.

Eight out-of-class essays (2 1/2 - 3 pages) - 100 points each

Sentence style, paragraphs, grammar, and punctuation exercises - 150 points
Five in-class essays - 100 points
Final exam essay - 100 points  

Papers will not be accepted after the due date.  (See tentative schedule for details.)

Grades will be computed on a percentage basis:  1035-1150=A; 920-1034=B;  

805-919=C;  690-804=D.  You must receive a “C”average or better in order to pass this class.

Grading (continued):



A passing essay has the following strengths:



         -good mechanics, spelling, usage and syntax



         -strong organization and structure with a solid main point or idea (thesis)


         -evidence of an effective writing style with tone, purpose, and creativity

All essays must be typed and double-spaced with a one-inch margin on all four sides and the use of #12 font. I will accept no late papers. The due date for essays will be clearly indicated on the essay prompt.

Attendance: 
You will be expected to come to class on time each day and stay for the entire period; after eight hours of absences (for whatever reason) I may drop you through March 9.  You may drop this class or be dropped through March 9, but after this date a letter grade will be assigned.  A sign-in sheet will be available.  If you are late, you must see the instructor after class to sign in.  If you are absent, you must make up all work including exams, essays and grammar assignments.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's work as though it were your own.  This includes another student's work or copying from the internet or other sources.  Plagiarism is against the law and could result in an F grade.

Tentative Schedule:

See the attached tentative schedule for the semester.  This is, of course, subject to change.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

All out-of-class essays must be 2 1/2 - 3 pages long.  In-class essays - 1 1/2 - 2 pages long. 

Grammar assignments, taken from A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage, will be due on


 Friday. There will be no grammar exercises on the week of an in-class essay assignment. 
In-class essays will be a response to assigned readings and will be announced in advance.  
Week 1 -  Writing sample - Review of syllabus 

Week 2 - Descriptive Essay #1 “Valley of the Windmills" by Mary Lim.  pp. 156-7.  Polished draft due in computer lab on Fri. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.  

Week 3 - Descriptive Essay #1 "Valley of the Windmills" by Mary Lim. pp. 156-7.  Final draft due on Fri. in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri. 

Week 4 - Narrative Essay #2, "Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell. pp. 125-31.  Polished draft due Fri. in computer lab. In-class essay #1 taken from “My Field of Dreams” by Tiffany Forte pp. 89-91.  No handbook exercises this week.  

Week 5 - Narrative Essay #2 "Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell. pp. 125-31.   Final draft due on Fri. in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.
Week 6 – Classification & Division Essay #3 “College Pressures” by William Zinsser. pp. 466-73.  Polished draft due Fri. in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.
Week 7 – Classification & Division Essay #3 "College Pressures” by William Zinsser. pp. 466-73. Final draft due on Fri. in computer lab. In-class essay #2 taken from “The Search” by Eric McGlade  pp. 274-77. No handbook exercises this week. 
Week 8 – Narrative Essay #4 "The Way to Rainy Mountain" by N. Scott Momaday. pp. 180-83.  Polished draft due Fri. in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.
Week 9 – Narrative Essay #4 “ The Way to Rainy Mountain” by N. Scott Momaday. pp. 180-83. Final draft due on Fri. in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.
Week 10 – Descriptive Essay #5 "The Amazon Queen” by Isabel Allende. pp. 173-7  Polished draft due Fri. in computer lab. In-class essay #3 taken from “The Irish Famine” by Evelyn Pellicane.  pp. 338-40.  No handbook exercises this week.
Week 11 – Descriptive Essay #5 "The Amazon Queen" by Isabel Allende. pp. 173-7.  Final draft of Essay #5 due on Fri.  in computer lab. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri.
Week 12 – Definition Essay #6 based on the poem “What Work Is” by Philip Levine" pp. 550-51.  Polished draft due on Fri. In-class essay #4 taken from “The Untouchable” by Ajoy Mahtab. pp. 516-19. No handbook exercises this week.
Week 13 - Definition Essay #6 based on the poem “What Work Is” by Philip Levine.  pp. 550-51.  Final draft of Essay #6 due on Fri. Written response to exercises in handbook due Fri. 
Week 14 – Combination of Rhetorical Modes, Essay #7, "Death of the Moth” by Virginia Woolf.. pp. 728-30.  Polished draft due on Fri. In-class essay #5 taken from “Brain versus Brawn” by Mark Cotharn. pp. 396-8. No handbook exercises this week. 
Week 15 – Mini-research paper - Comparison/Contrast Essay #8 based on "Grant and Lee:  A Study in Contrasts" by Bruce Catton.  pp. 409-12.  Thesis statement and outline due on Fri. Final draft of Essay #7, “Death of the Moth” by Virginia Woolf. pp. 728-30 due Fri.  No handbook exercises due this week.
Week 16 – Mini-research paper – Comparison/Contrast Essay #8 based on “Grant and Lee: A Study in Contrasts” pp. 409-12. Works cited due (3 sources, including Bruce Catton). Introduction and two pages of polished draft due Fri. in lab. No handbook exercises due this week.
Week 17 - Mini-research paper – Comparison/Contrast Essay #8 based on “Grant and Lee: A Study in Contrasts” pp. 409-12. Entire essay #8 due on Fri. (This includes Outline, 3 1/2- 4 pages of writing with quotes from sources, and 3 works cited.) No handbook exercises this week. 
Week 18 - Final exam on Wed. May 16, 10:00-11:50 A.M. 
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