English 125: Writing Skills for College
ETHICS IN THE 21ST CENTURY:
Self-fulfilling Desire vs. Morality

Instructor: Shana Bartram


Email: shana.bartram@reedleycollege.edu
Office: Annex 5



Office Hours:  Tues/Thurs 10-11 & Fri 9-10
Phone: 638-6341 ext. 3472

As a means for developing writing skills and meeting course outcomes, we will learn to utilize all aspects of the writing process to gain rhetorical control; including audience, purpose focus, development, clarity, and revision. Additionally, you will be required to find and correct grammatical errors. The theme of this course is ethics and morality. You will read, research, think about, and write about topics that compose our society and the choices we make on a day to day basis.

Although this course might be a bit intense, my hope is that you enjoy reading and writing about issues of morality. No one ever seems to be at a loss of opinion about these issues, so have fun questioning the very ideas that construct who you are. Be willing to look outside what you have been conditioned to believe as “normal”, and I am sure you will be surprised with what you discover about yourself in this course.

Here’s what you need for the course:

1) A computer with access to the internet

2) A working email account

3) Access to Blackboard

4) Required texts: Ethics in the 21st Century, (this book comes packaged with an MLA handbook and a Dictionary). These are available in the Reedley College Bookstore

Course Expectations:

1) Complete ALL assignments.

2) All work must be completed in MLA format. Any work not completed accordingly will NOT BE GRADED. What this means is that you will receive an “F” for that assignment.

3) Email and Blackboard posts MUST follow the normal conventions of the English language. In other words, all sentences must begin with a capital letter and end with a period. Your best effort to punctuate appropriately is required. Remember, I am assessing your ability to think, read, and write at the English 125 level. 
4) Work must be completed by the due date. I will not accept any late work. There are no exceptions here.

5) You will write a minimum of 2 drafts for each essay. When you submit your 1st draft, I will give you comments and a grade. At that point you will have 1 week to submit another draft. If you do not submit another draft to me, the grade you received will become a permanent part of your grade.

What will I learn here?

Course Outcomes (our goals):

Develop writing skills by:
A. Writing complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meanings. 
B. Using punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spelling correctly. 
C. Differentiating between standard dialects and community dialects and slang, and use dialects appropriately. 
D. Using standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms 
and verb tenses correctly. 
E. Writing in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support. 
F. Using various patterns of paragraph development 
G. Initiating and carry through appropriate use of the writing process: recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing and finishing the 
paper. 
H. Writing with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, consistency, and transitions. 
I. Using basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources. 
J. Using critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion. 
Here are some writing musts:

· All essays must follow MLA format. We will review these guidelines early on. Essays must be typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman size 12 font, and have been proofread before submission. 

· I WILL NOT READ SLOPPY WORK. If you do not proofread, I will return the essay to you and you will not receive credit for that assignment. No exceptions what-so-ever!

· I do not accept late work. If you are not going to make it to class, it is your responsibility to get your essay to me anyway. You can send your essay to me via email as an attachment by the end of the class period that assignment is due. 

· Always submit your best work. If you do not, how can I help you improve?

· Never, ever plagiarize! Don’t be tempted to turn in someone else’s paper. It’s unlawful and you can be expelled from school for doing so. When you use someone else’s ideas – give them the credit!

The very best thing you can do for yourself as a developing writer is to enroll in English 372. You will be given a personal tutor and a couple other tutees to work with regularly over the semester. You must obtain a referral form from me to enroll. The bottom line is this: students who attend regular tutoring sessions tend to pass my classes. Those who don’t, tend to not pass. The tutors are familiar with the various types of writing assignments I give, and they are very helpful with meeting writing goals! These guys are good – so good that even faculty gets help with their writing from time to time, and the really cool thing is that they will help you with any writing. So if you are taking a Sociology, History, Reading, Guidance Studies class(es), they help you with that writing too!


Tips, pet-peeves, and the such:

· Keep a copy of all your work until the end of the semester.

· Always submit your best work.

· Maintain an “I can” attitude – Positive people tend to have positive outcomes (and the opposite is true too).

· Always be prepared for class: If you show-up and you are not prepared, it’s likely that I will ask you to leave and you will receive an absence for that day.

· Showing up is not enough: It’s true that being present helps you to learn, but if you do not do the assignments, you will not pass. 

· Turning work in is not enough: just doing the assignment does not warrant a passing grade. You need to be doing passing work to pass the class. Makes sense, right?

· Please leave your personal life personal. Turn off cell phones before you walk though the door. Remember, you are walking into a learning environment – let’s keep it that way.

· Be respectful of yourself, your peers, and your instructor. Disrespectful / mean behavior will not be tolerated. If you engage in this behavior, you will be asked to leave class and you run the risk of being dropped from the class.

· If you stop coming to the class, be sure to drop. It is your responsibility to do so, not mine. Forgetting to do so could earn you an “F” or “NC” as a final semester grade.

· Attendance & Participation is mandatory. I allow for 3 absences over the duration of the semester. Anything beyond that may result in being dropped from / not passing the class. I consider 2 tardies/early departures as 1 absence. If you are not here, you can not learn. Again, remember that I ask students who are not prepared or willing to work to leave class for the day. If this occurs, you will be considered absent. There are NO excused absences.

· Course documents, handouts, assignments, etc. will be available on Blackboard (or if I can not upload them, I will post instructions about where to pick them up under Announcements). If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the worked you missed.

· I do not do excuses. Work is done, or it’s not. It’s complete, or incomplete. I understand that life provides plenty of distractions, emergencies, and so on from time to time – but those events do not take away from what is required of you this semester.

· Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as assessed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will me made to accommodate your special needs.

Important Dates:
January 8: Instruction Begins

January 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday: No Classes Held

January 26: Last Day to Drop to Avoid a “W”

February 16-19: President’s Holiday – No Classes Held

April 2-8: Spring Recess: No Classes Held

May 14-18: Finals Week
Assignments:

***Please note: The due dates are when all assignments in each unit must be completed. Some assignments are due earlier than others. I will give more details as the semester progresses. There are also various other assignments you will be required to complete that are not listed below. ***

· Read Chapter 1

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 1, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics & Education. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. This essay should be 3-4 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 1/25
 Unit 2: Ethics & Journalism

· Read Chapter 2

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 2, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics & Journalism. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. This essay should be 3-4 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 2/15
Unit 3: Ethics & Law

· Read Chapter 3

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 3, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics & Law. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. Also, please include one other outside source. This essay should be 4-5 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 3/1
Unit 4: Ethics & Business

· Read Chapter 4

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 4, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics & Business. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. Also, provide two outside sources to support your claim. This essay should be 4-5 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 3/22
Unit 5: Ethics & Medicine

· Read Chapter 5

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 5, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics & Medicine. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. Also, include a minimum of three outside sources. This essay should be 4-5 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 4/12
Unit 6: Ethics, Plagiarism, & Computer Crimes

· Read Chapter 6

· Choose one of the essays and answer the “Questions for Discussion”. Please use the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard to post your responses. Be clear about which essay you are discussing. Identify this assignment as “Questions for Discussion”, Chapter 6, and then the name of the essay you are referring to.

· Write a 2 page, single-spaced response to “Questions for Making Connections Within the Chapter”, found at the end of the chapter. Again, be sure to follow the appropriate identification process.

· Write an essay about the subject of Ethics, Plagiarism, & Computer Crimes. Be sure that your argument is clear and that you provide evidence to support your claim. Please use one or more of the readings included in this chapter as a source to help prove your claim or to argue against. Also, include four to five outside sources. This essay should be 5-7 pages in length.

Due Thursday, 5/3
Grading Criteria:

You will be given a letter grade for each assignment, for each unit. Your essays hold the most weight in each unit. You will not be able to pass the class unless you have received a “C” or better on each of your essays. The final course grade will be the average of all graded units.

90-100% = A

80-89% =   B

70-79% =   C

60-69% =   D

0-59% =     F

