Reedley Community College, Spring 2007

266W Academic Writing and Grammar

	Instructor:  Rebecca Headrick

E-mail: rh018@scccd.net
	Time/Location: M     10-10:50      AG 2

                          TU     10-10:50      CCI 200

                          W       10-10:50     AG 2

                          TH     10-10:50      LAL 1




Course description:

This course provides applications of (in)formal rhetorical devices while reinforcing and building vocabulary and grammar patterns.  This is a computer-enhanced course using Blackboard software to promote discussion and group activities.

Course objectives:

This course intends for the students to be able to write various types of academic essays by using cohesive devices within and between paragraphs, practicing peer editing, and adhering to Standard English grammar.  The role of the instructor is to guide students to becoming autonomous learners.

Course outline:

This course consists of five rhetorical essay styles, and several grammar and editing lessons. [See Topics & Schedule page for details.]

Textbooks:

Cain, J.S. (2003).  Eye on Editing 2: Developing Editing Skills for Writing White Plains, NY: Pearson

Fitzpatrick, M.  (2005). Engaging Writing: Paragraphs and Essays White Plains, NY: Pearson

Requirements & grading:

You are required to attend every class and to do the assigned readings before coming to class so that you can participate in class discussions and understand the class content.  Your course grade will be determined on the following:

	Categories                                                                                                    Weight                 

	Multiple-draft essays
	40%

	One World writing project
	 6%

	Writing Journal
	10%

	Timed impromptu essays (In-class)
	12%

	Editing quizzes
	12%

	FINAL EXAM (write an academic essay based on a prompt) 
	20%












100%

Homework & attendance:

All homework must be turned in on time unless otherwise arranged with the instructor before the due date.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get homework assignments from your classmates.

I will accept late work under special circumstances.  Please contact me if you will be late turning in an assignment.  Late work will be accepted with a penalty.  Because some assignments are timed, they cannot be made up.  

Calendar holidays:

January 15 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)

February 19 (Washington Day)

April 2-5 (Spring recess)

Topics & schedule:

	
	Topic
	Engaging Writing
	Eye on Editing 2

	1
	Writing a descriptive paragraph
	Ch. 1
	Ch. 1 Tense and time shifts

	2
	Narrative paragraph
	Ch. 2 Changes
	Ch. 7 Adverb clauses

	3
	Black History Month
	Supplemental
	Ch. 8 Conditionals

	4
	Division paragraph/essay
	Ch. 4 Culture, identity, and homeland
	Ch. 5 Coordination and parallel structure

	5
	Cause-and-effect essay
	Ch. 5 Full pockets, empty pockets
	Ch. 10 Word order

	6
	Argumentative essay
	Ch. 9 From school to work
	Ch. 4 The passive voice

	7
	Comparison/contrast essay
	Ch. 6 Marriage and family
	Ch. 11 Extra editing practice


Writing Journal

A list of writing prompts will be given at the beginning of the semester.  Use this list to write in a writing journal, which will be turned in every Thursday at the beginning of the class.  It is your responsibility to turn in your writing journal on time. The goal of the writing journal is to gain fluency in writing on various topics.  Grammar accuracy is not the primary goal, but reader comprehension is expected.  Each journal entry should be at least a couple of paragraphs long. Late journals will not be accepted.  If you will be absent on a Thursday, let me know ahead of time.

One World project

One world project is a magazine you will create that is compiled of multi-cultural articles.  You will choose to write about ten of thirteen topics listed below.  Each article must have key vocabulary words glossed at the end.  I will give you an e-mail address of an English learner whom you will interview and get tips on learning English.  You can design a cover with graphics or simply put text.  Next, put a table of contents.  The first article is ‘about the author’ where you will briefly describe yourself.  At the end of the semester you will present your magazine to the class and turn it in for a final grade.

Topics:

Politics (Government, elections, etc.)

Economy (jobs, market, etc.)

Health (exercise, cures, medicine, etc.)

Technology (electronics, internet, media, etc.)

Entertainment (music, television, movies, etc.)

Local (review of local restaurants, events, clubs on campus, etc.)

Weather (choose a day and report the weather in cities around the world)

Horoscope (create a horoscope for the different zodiac signs)

Advice Column (see ‘Dear Abby’ for an example)

Sports (explain a sport, give match results, make prediction about a league, etc.)

Food (provide a recipe, explain food from another culture, etc.)

Celebrate (research and describe a celebrated holiday)

This Day in History (research what happened in history on the day you write an article)

Additional Topics:

Did you know? (write about random facts maybe your classmates haven’t heard of)

Comic (create some comic stories)

Religion (write a page about a less-known religion)

* Each week I will present an example topic article that should be used as a model.  We will spend on class during the week preparing for the final project.  

Students with disabilities:

If you have a verified need for academic accommodations or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Let me know how I can make this a great semester and help you reach your academic goals. 

