English 3: Critical Reading and Writing
Spring 2007 ~ 53053
	Instructor: Tom West
	Email: thomas.west@reedleycollege.edu

	
	

	Office: SOC 37
	Office Phone: 559-638-3641  ext. 3471

	
	

	Office Hours: MW    9:00 – 10:00

TTh 10:00 – 11:00
	Final Exam: Thursday, May 17th 
8:00-9:50

	Prerequisite: English 1A or English 1AH



COURSE DESCRIPTION

Welcome to English 3- Critical Reading and Writing, a course designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A/1AH (the prerequisite).  We will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction. 

By the end of this 3 unit class, the successful student will be able to:

A. read and critically evaluate college-level material from a variety of sources;

B. distinguish between valid and invalid arguments and sound and unsound arguments;

C. demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of their argument;

D. recognize and use deductive and inductive language;

E. distinguish knowledge from opinion;

F. use causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation effectively in college-level prose; and

G. identify the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.

We will achieve these goals by completing five (5) major argumentative essays, numerous other types of writing assignments, and by analyzing and evaluating the written work of peers and professionals. The writing and reading components of this class are heavy. I ask a lot of you , and I hope you do the same of me.  It is my aim and the purpose of this class to assist you in developing the skills necessary to communicate as skilled writers.

REQUIRED MATERIALS

Creating America,  Moser, Joyce and Ann Watters. Prentice Hall, Fourth Edition/2005, 0-13-171241-1
A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry. Modern Library, 1995, 0-679-60172-4

A large dictionary.
COURSE POLICIES
Attendance:

Come to class every day. Be on time.  If you are not here, you can not participate, you will fall behind in your knowledge base, and you will perform more poorly than you might otherwise perform.


I take attendance at the beginning of each class. If you are absent more than three times, I will drop you for non-participation. At Reedley College, there is no such thing as an excused absence, so do not bother bringing me your doctor’s note.


* If class is to be cancelled, there will be an official notice posted on the door (as opposed to, say, a hand written note).

Late Work

. . . . in general, is not accepted. Late work will only be considered with prior consent of the instructor, with whom you should discuss any concerns. There will be no make-up work offered.
Extra Credit


. . . will not be offered. Work on earning all of the regular credit.

Grades


The assignment values break down like this:

	Essay One
	15%

	Essay Two
	15%

	Mid-Term
	15%

	Essay Three
	15%

	Final
	20%

	Professionalism *
	20%

	
	


* Professionalism includes, but is not limited to, class discussion, small group discussion, reading quizzes, and timely completion of all reading and writing assignments. Especially important is your participation in peer response groups.  Professionalism points cannot be made up. The final grade scale is as follows:

	A

90-100

	B
            80-89

	C

70-79

	D
            60-69

	F                59 and Below

	



It is the student’s responsibility to “officially” drop from the class. In most cases I will drop you for non-participation after 3 absences; however, I may forget, if you also fail to drop you will earn a grade of “F” rather than “W.”

Essay Guidelines


All essays submitted for a grade will have completed a writing process cycle – that is, they will have been carefully and deliberately planned, written, revised, and edited, perhaps several times, before submission.

Each essay will be submitted in a clean, typed condition and will follow Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines. You will be provided with a “guidelines sheet” to remind you of these guidelines and to act as a model for your essays.

Plagiarism

. . . is bad. Don’t do it. Reedley College's official policy on plagiarism states: 

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. (College Catalog, 51)

If you have further questions about what constitutes plagiarism, see me and I will pass along a handout with examples. 
Disruptive Behavior and Sexual Harassment


Reedley College is committed to the principle that instructors and students must treat each other with courtesy and respect, and it will take action to enforce college policies regarding behavior that violates this principle.  These policies are set forth in the student code of conduct at Reedley College. If you need a brochure, please ask.
Mobile Communication Devices must be turned off. If the silent mode of your phone causes it to vibrate to the degree that your classmates can hear this vibration, turn your phone completely off. If your phone/pager/blackberry “rings” in class, you will be asked to leave and return when you can remember these guidelines.

Guests are not allowed. Unless they are enrolled in the class, please tell your family and friends to stay home. I would bore them anyway.
Accommodations


If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Important Dates

Holiday: MLK Day


January 15th
Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

January 26
Holiday: Lincoln’s Birthday


February 16
Holiday: Washington’s Birthday

February 19
Last day to drop


March 9
Holiday: Spring Recess


April 2 – April 6
English 3, Section 54333, Tom West

English 3, Section 53053, Tom West


