English 1A Syllabus, Spring 2007
(53022) Tuesday 10:00 in SOC 35; Thursday, 10:00 in HUM 62
Instructor: S. Bowie
Office: Room CCI 215 Phone: 638-3641, ex. 3273
Office hours: MWF 10 , Tuesday, Thursday 9-10
E-mail: sydney.bowie@reedleycollege.edu
Catalog Description:

Writing expository prose, including the research paper; analytical reading and discussion of other writing. Designed primarily for transfer students.

English 1A is the equivalent of freshman composition at the University of California and at the California State Universities such as Fresno State. Students taking this class must know the fundamentals of good writing and be able to read and critique college-level texts, both fiction and non-fiction. 

Required textbooks:

Outlooks and Insights-4th Edition, Eschholtz and Rosa (ISBN 0-312-10110-4).

Concise Wadsworth Handbook, Kirszner (ISBN1-4130-1030-X)

Books are available in the Reedley College bookstore. 
Attendance: Attendance is required. Students with more than four absences will be dropped. Students leaving class or computer lab early will be marked absent. Last day to drop without grade: 7 March
Grades: The final grade for the course will be based on the following major assignments:
	 Assignment
	Total Points

	 Four essays
	200

	Midterm
	50

	Research paper
	300

	Final
	50

	Homework, short papers, and computer labs
	200

	 Total Points Possible
	800


A= 90%, B=80%, C=65%. 

Major Assignments

Research paper: Twelve hundred words on one of the research topics. It will require researching information from a variety of sources: encyclopedias, magazines, newspapers, reference works, computer databases. Students may use the Internet for part of their research. The papers need to be in presentable form; we use the MLA-format found in your style manual. Students will need to turn in a draft paper for this assignment.

Essays: Students are required to turn three 500-word papers. The point of these papers is to support a thesis statement using information from the assigned reading. These assignments should only be attempted after careful reading of the texts.

Skills
	Students successfully completing this course will learn a variety of skills. Students will be able

To read a text closely for meaning and style, testing it against the student's experience and judgment.

To write a college-level essay of about three pages that is organized and contains few errors in Standard English.

To write organized paragraphs that are coherent, unified and fit the purpose intended (illustration, contrast/comparison, etc.).

To improve sentences by eliminating weakness of style and usage.

To understand basic terms of grammar and to understand the reasons for such knowledge.

To be familiar with common errors of punctuation, usage and to avoid these errors.

To write a college-level research paper in the MLA style, using various methods to make the process easier and more accurate.

To judge one's own composition skills against known college-level standards.

To read and understand quality essays and works of literature by well-known British and American authors.
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