Spring 2007

English 1A: Reading and Composition

Schedule #53034

Meeting dates: January 26 (HUM 62),  February 23 (RC Library), March 23 (HUM 58), 

and May 11 (HUM 58)

6:00-8:00pm

Reedley Campus

ALL MEETINGS ARE MANDATORY

Ms. Eileen Apperson

Office: HUM 60

Office hours: T 3-4, TH 3-4, F 9-10

Office phone: 638-3641 ext. 3223

email: eileen.apperson@reedleycollege.edu


Throughout your college and professional careers you will be called upon to express yourself and your ideas in written form.  This course is designed to help you to enhance your reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that are necessary to communicate effectively.   The theme for this class is Gender Issues.


We will be covering a large amount of reading, writing, and class participation.   Be prepared.  The suggested rubric for study time outside of class is as follows:



High school level:  1 hour in class = 1 hour out of class studying



College level:  1 hour in class = 2 hours out of class studying

Required Texts/Materials:

Issues of Gender, Ellen G. Friedman & Jennifer D. Marshall

The Craft of Revision, Donald Murray

You Just Don’t Understand: Women and Men in Conversation, Deborah Tannen

one large bluebook


email account
any writer’s handbook.  Shop around to see which one fits your need and pocketbook.  Don’t buy an 

additional handbook if you already have one.  If you don’t have one, buy one!

            Necessary in order to do work from home, you should have the following programs (all of these 

                        programs are installed on computers here on-campus): Internet browser (such as

            Internet Explorer or Netscape); e-mail access; word processor
Minimum Class Requirements To Pass English 1A:


Attendance:  Class participation is vital.  Your final grade will suffer the consequences of lack of participation.  It is a good idea to check Blackboard and email on a daily basis.


Reading Assignments:  Those who are good writers are good readers.  Weekly reading assignments will be given.


Reading Responses:  You will be required to complete reading responses in conjunction with reading assignments.  These must be in MLA format and on time.  

Peer Response Workshops: You will be workshopping your writing throughout the semester.  Failure to submit your writings to the workshopping sessions will result in a lowered final grade.  You will be graded on both having material prepared for workshop and the quality of your responses to others’ writings.


Online Activities/Quizzes:  On a weekly basis, we will complete various activities worth a range of points.  No make-up work is allowed passed the due dates.  


In-class Writing Assignments/Exams:  You will at times be asked to do some in-class writing at our F2F meetings.  Some of these writings will consist of essay exams on reading assignments.


General Writing Assignments:  This class requires the completion of various graded writing assignments.  These must be in MLA format and on time.  Please keep all of your prewriting and drafts of each paper--I may ask to see your writing processes before I will accept an assignment.  


Assignments are scored according to the quality of the writing.  Less complex assignments may be worth 10 points per written page while other more complex assignments will be worth 25+ points per page (as is the case with text-related responses).


Since this class is focused on the writing process, I will read as many revisions (with substantial changes of course) as you wish me to see of the revisable assignments.  Final annotated bibliographies and research papers must also be submitted to turnitin.com.  

Late Paper Policy:  Papers, activities, workshops, etc. are not accepted after the due date.

Due Dates: Generally, assignments will be posted by noon on Thursday for the following week.  Assignments for the week will be due Thursdays at noon.  
Other Items:

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. You will be caught, reported to the administration, and your college record will be in jeopardy.

Grading:  You will be graded on a point system scale.  A few assignments are revisable for an increased grade.  If you are failing the course at mid-term, you may automatically be dropped.

Writing Center (HUM58):  If possible, please consider enrolling in the Writing Center’s English 372 course or signing up for walk-in tutoring throughout the semester.  The importance of this service to your success in English 1A cannot be stressed enough.  Online tutoring is also available through the Writing Center at: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/academic/Departments/CandL/Writing%20Center/writingcenter.htm#
Accommodations: Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

All assignments are subject to change.


Percentages are as follows:



*Research papers grade=50%




10+ pgs. One mid-term research paper (revisable) and one final research 

   paper (not revisable).

General writing assignments grade=25%

6+pgs. Annotated Bibliographies (revisable)

3+pgs. Prospectuses for various assignments (not revisable)

10+pgs. Book responses (not revisable)

20+pgs. Craft of Revision responses (not revisable)

10+pgs. Timed essay exams on reading assignments (not revisable)

Participation in online discussion/workshopping, etc.=25%



6+pgs. Workshop responses (not revisable)

15+/- pgs. Discussion Board

1+ pg. writing center submission response


Additional assignments may be added at any time.

*You must receive a collective 70% or higher grade on your research papers to be eligible to pass this class.

100% - 90% = A, 89% - 80% = B, 79% - 70% = C, 69% - 60% = D, 59%-50% = F

A final, important note:  Keep in mind that in this class, and for your entire academic future as well, your education is dependent upon you.  Your instructors are resources and facilitators.  It is you who is responsible for the learning that takes place.

“Ninety-nine percent of failures come from people who have the habit of making excuses.” 

–George Washington Carver

COURSE OUTCOMES FOR ENGLISH 1A:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. 
write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.


1.
employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, and conclusions.


2.
write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.  


3.
target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.


4.
determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and 


validity.


5.
employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace such as avoiding 


slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.


6.
use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.


7.
demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace. 


8.
edit for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics.
B.
write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class.


1.
generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free writing, or clustering.


2.
compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time.

C.
summarize and comprehend college level prose.

1. identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay.

2. name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit.

3. answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction.

4. describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings.

5. determine a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche for discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.

