English 125 Syllabus


Description
Welcome to English 125-College Writing Skills, a course designed to help you develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes will be placed on avoiding common writing errors; developing writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas.
You will do this by completing three (3) major essays, numerous other types of writing assignments, and by written discussion of the written work of peers and professionals. The writing and reading components of this class are heavy. I ask a lot of you, and I hope you do the same of me. My office hours are open for you to discuss any problems you are having with your work, with the class in general, or with your school experience. I also ask that if you use email to ask questions and express concerns. It is my aim and the purpose of this class to assist you in developing the skills necessary to communicate as effective writers.
Learning Objectives
· Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans; 

· Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate;
· Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece;
· Respond to a prompt quickly and independently;
· Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support;
· Write with some sophistication: introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance;
· Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an "accent" resulting from a consistent type of ESL error;
· Use a variety of rhetorical structures, including documented sources; and
· Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document.
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	Along These Lines: Writing Sentences and Paragraphs 
Third Edition 

John Biays and Carol Wershoven
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	The Things They Carried 

Tim O'Brien
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	The Kite Runner 

Khaled Hosseini


