          Reedley College
English 126-54012
College Reading Skills
Instructor:

Jennifer James

Phone: 559-638-3641 ext 3212
Term:


Spring 2007


Email: jjamesreedley@yahoo.com
Meeting Day/Hours:
MTWTH  1:00-1:50pm
Classroom:
PHY 75
Office Hours

MTWTH 9-10am or

Office:  
HUM 51



by appointment
IMPORTANT DATES

Final Date to take a class as C/NC
 Friday February 9
Final Drop Date-      


 Friday March 9
Final for the class-


 Monday May 14
Course Description
This course is designed to help you develop the specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to deal with college-level reading material more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  It is designed to make you not only a better reader but a better thinker.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

A.
understand and state the topic and central point of text and journal passages of varying lengths and levels of difficulty.

B.
recognize the major details which are presented in text and journal passages to develop and support the central points.

C.
distinguish between details which are more important to develop and support the central points from those which are less important in text and journal passages.

D.
recognize different types of logical relationships among the details and between the details and central points in text and 
journal passages.

E.
understand and organize central points and supporting details read in texts and journals in ways that make clear the logical relationships among them.

F.
distinguish among statements of fact, personal opinion, and reasoned opinion in text and journal passages.

G.
understand and state the author’s intent in a text passage and relate it to the central point.

H.
recognize and state an author’s tone, attitude, or bias in a passage.

I.
make inferences that are logical, reasonable, and probable and are based on accurate literal comprehension of what is read.

J.
organize and write a report on a work of fiction (short story and/or novel) that includes identification of setting, description of characters, summary of plot, and analysis of author’s purpose.

K.
understand acceptable standards of behavior in a college class.

L.
gain important information with confidence from reading.

M.    follow acceptable standards of submission of written work in a college class.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
Books:

The Master Reader, by D.J. Henry
Academic Vocabulary by  Amy E. Olsen
One novel of your choice (at least 250 pages)
One novel from a pre-selected list
A college dictionary
I would also suggest a small stapler and 3-hole punch to help keep your assignments organized after they have been returned.

Assignments (included but not limited to)

1. Reading aloud, discussion for comprehension and critical thinking

2. Participation in whole class and small group discussions and activities
3. Test taking and note taking strategies

4. Quizzes, project presentations and exams

5. Read a novel and complete a novel project

6. Reading and studying required texts

7. Complete homework assignments
8.   Read a novel from a selected list and give an oral report
Grading
Your final grade will consist of the following:

Homework






20%
Quizzes/Tests






15%
Novel Project Assignment




20%
Novel Reading from pre-selected list



10%
Participation






30%

Final Exam






  5%

You can earn 10 % of your participation grade by attending reading tutorial sessions in the writing center.  You must attend for a minimum of 15 hours. 

You may choose to receive a letter grade or credit/no credit (C/NC) for this class. If you choose C/NC, you must fill out the appropriate form by Friday, February 9. If you stop attending this class for any reason, you must withdraw yourself from the course.
An important class rule is that late assignments are not accepted.  If there are very unusual circumstances, such as severe illness or family distress, please see me right away, and we will try to work out something to accommodate your situation.  You must see me before your absence.  Late assignments (which have been approved by the instructor) must be completed by the next class after your return. Otherwise, a zero is recorded for that assignment.  A note of explanation (such as a note from a doctor or court, a copy of obituary etc.) must be attached to the assignment.  Doctor, dentist or lawyer appointments are not acceptable excuses for late assignments. 
Homework Assignments & Quizzes

Homework assignments provide the basis for in-class discussion and lessons. Please type all homework. Handwritten assignments cannot be accepted. An assignment is considered late if not turned in by the end of class- 1:50 p.m.  If you miss a class, remember to turn in homework which was due on the day you missed class as well as homework assigned on the day you missed class.  

If you leave class before the assignment is given, please obtain the assignment from a classmate.   
Participation

Because reading and study strategies are presented during class hours, it is important to be in class. You must attend the first class session. Otherwise, we assume that you will not be attending, and your place will be given to the next person on the waiting list. 
If you are not in class on the first day, we will assume that you wish to have your name placed at the bottom of the waiting list. 
If you join the class after rising to the top of the waiting list, you will need to complete all assignments that were missed--those given in class and those given as homework.  
As a member of the class, it is better to come to class late than not to come at all. Remember, however, that you will be marked absent if you are more than 10 minutes late.
Missing 8 classes during the semester is considered excessive absences. Unfortunately, you will be dropped from the class. While it is true that the instructor can take the initiative to request that you be dropped, if you find that you can no longer attend class, please go to the Registrar, yourself, and asked to be dropped. Our Reading classes typically have a waiting list of students who are hoping to join the class. The final drop date is Friday March 9.
Most learning takes place in the classroom during discussion and group work. It is important that you come to class in order to help your learning process. Class participation is also the majority of your grade, so it is also important for that reason. 
Be aware that participation is more than coming to class and quietly observing. It also means being involved in class discussions and group work. If you do not actively participate in class or group work, your grade will be affected and, in some extreme cases, you may be asked to leave the class. 
Absences and tardies count against your final grade.  Please remember that if you are tardy you can only earn HALF of the day’s participation points. 
Two tardies equal one absence. 
If you miss a class or an assignment, please contact a classmate (not the instructor) to get the assignment.
It is a good idea to get the names and contact information of at least 2 classmates so that you have a contact person if you miss an assignment. 
If you arrive late, please inform me after class. If you do not have a chance to speak with me directly after class, you have until the end of the next class session to let me know that you were late the previous day.  If you have not spoken with me by the end of the next class session, the absence remains on the roll sheet.  If you arrive late, please do not interrupt the class to make your presence known.
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using ideas, sentences, paragraphs or whole texts which have been written by other authors without providing appropriate acknowledgements. Plagiarism also includes employing or allowing another person to write or substantially alter work that you submit as your own. Do not plagiarize.  You will get caught. 

If you plagiarize, you will receive an F on the assignment. If you plagiarize twice, you will fail the class. It’s not worth it. 

Creating a Learning Community
Please help this class become a space that promotes learning. You may be asked to leave if you do any of the following:

· Engage in conversations unrelated to the lesson. 
· Make inappropriate comments towards your fellow classmates or instructor. 
· Smack or pop gum. 
· Yawn so that it can be heard throughout the room.
· Listening to an Ipod/ walkman. 

· Bring friends to class.
· Eat or drink (except for bottled water). 
· Answer your cell phone or pagers.  Please have them turned off during class.
· Read material unrelated to the class.
· Refuse to participate in classroom activities. 
· Wear clothing that is disruptive to the learning environment.
If you demonstrate such behavior you may be asked to leave the classroom, and you can be suspended from class for two days pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and California Education Code 76030-76033).  
Novel Project

No later than Monday, January 29, please choose and acquire a novel of 250 pages or more for the Novel Project. Assignments for the Novel Project include the following activities:

1. Reading at least 20 minutes a day.
2. A letter in the voice of a character 
3.  Analysis of selected passages 
4. Peer review of passages
5. A visual representation of the novel (map, collage, drawing, or model) 
The novel project is due on Monday April 16.
Novel Reading from Pre-Selected List
Please choose a novel from the list of books that will be handed out in class.

After you read your novel, please make an appointment with me for a "book talk" so we may discuss your novel. 

The format of the book talk and the information to look for while you are reading will be provided to you in class. 
Please plan to complete your reading and make an appointment with me no later than Tuesday, February 20.
Final Exam

The final exam will be based on the study skills, vocabulary, and reading and critical strategies you acquire throughout the course.  The exam is scheduled by the college for Monday May 14, 1:00- 2:50pm.  
Format of assignments
Please type all assignments (unless otherwise instructed). When answering questions from assigned readings, please do the following:
· Retype the question before answering it.
· Use 12 point font.
· Use a font that is easy to read (Times New Roman, Arial, and Verdana).
· Do NOT use fonts that are calligraphy, italicized, or otherwise out of the ordinary.
· Use blue or black ink.. Please, do not use colored inks, such as pink, red, green, etc.
· Put your name, date, and the name of the class in the upper left side of the paper.
· Staple the assignment if it is multiple pages.
· Double space the assignment.
· Use spell check before turning in the assignment.
· READ YOUR ASSIGNMENT before turning it in to insure that it is clear and that it makes sense to you. If you are not comfortable reading your own work, please ask someone else read it.  This step can often help to improve your grade.
· Write homework worksheets in pen, NOT pencil.
Please follow this format unless I provide different instructions. Only assignments which follow this format can be accepted. 
Office Hours

Office hours are available so that we can address any issues you may be having with the class.  For example, if you need help with an assignment, feel you are falling behind, or have other things you’d like to discuss about the class, please come to my office during office hours, or schedule an appointment. Most problems can be worked out through open and constructive communication.
Special Accommodations
Please come to my office hours or schedule an appointment if you need help with an 
assignment or feel as if you are falling behind. Most problems cans be worked out with 
good communication. If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. The accommodation will need to be verified by the Disabled Student Programs and Services office. Their extension is 3332.

