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COURSE DESCRIPTION

· Advisories:


Eligible for English 125, English 126, and Math 101
· Spring Semester:

2 lecture and 3 lab hours per week


       3 Units
Lecture – Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:00-8:50

Lab – Thursdays, 9:00-11:50
· Catalog Description:
This course prepares students to enhance the function and aesthetic value of public and private landscapes by applying appropriate maintenance techniques.  Topics include planting, pruning, watering, soil fertility, pest management, weed control, and landscape maintenance business practices.  (Special coverage of Landscaping Contractor C-27 license, Certified Landscape Technician Maintenance, and Qualified Applicator Certificate.)

COURSE MATERIALS OF INSTRUCTION

· Textbooks:


New Sunset Western Garden Book, Editors of Sunset

Other(s) required - TBA

· Materials:


Three-ring binder

Casual dress recommended for lab sessions

ATTENDANCE

· Attendance is required since most of the learning occurs in a lecture/laboratory situation.

· Students are responsible for obtaining notes/information missed due to an absence from the instructor.

· Please notify the instructor if you know in advance that you will be absent from class.

· College policy dictates that an instructor should drop a student with two consecutive weeks of unexcused absences.  Three tardies equals one absence.

· At the end of the 9th week of instruction, no withdrawals are permitted and the student must receive a letter grade for the class.  The last day to drop a class is Friday, March 9, 2007.
POLICY ON CHEATING & PLAGIARISM
In keeping with the philosophy that students are entitled to the best education available, and in compliance with Board Policy 5410, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attaining an education.  Violation of this policy will result in disqualification for the course.

METHODS FOR MEASURING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT & DETERMINE GRADES

· Writing Assignments






20%
Laboratory Reports, Reading Reports, Written Homework

· Skill Demonstrations/Problem-solving




20%

Class Performance, Field Work, Homework Problems

· Examinations








60%

Multiple Choice, True/False, Matching, Short Essay

· Grades are determined through a numerical point system:

A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, F = 59% or less

FINAL EXAM
Thursday, May 17, 2007, 8:00-9:50 a.m.
COURSE OUTCOMES 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Describe landscape maintenance careers and employment opportunities.

· Demonstrate safety-consciousness in dress/apparel, tool use, job site demeanor, and personal safety equipment.

· Identify, maintain, and describe the use of various hand tools. 

· Select and safely use appropriate hand tools for a variety of landscape operations.

· Identify, select, and safely operate various types of landscape power equipment.

· Describe basic pruning systems applied to shade trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, roses, and fruit trees.

· Demonstrate pruning techniques on a variety of landscape plants.

· Maintain and improve soil conditions with amendments and fertilizers.

· Identify parts of an irrigation system and make basic repairs and adjustments.

· Program a controller for a water-efficient irrigation schedule.

· Identify common turfgrasses for the region and recommend proper care.

· Plant container, balled and burlapped, and bareroot plants; ground covers and bedding plants.

· Recommend appropriate staking/guying methods.

· Identify common insect pests and beneficials.

· Identify common landscape weeds and recommend control methods.
· Describe integrated pest management methods for controlling selected pests and diseases.

· Mix and apply selected pesticides according to label directions.

· Summarize state license requirements applicable to commercial landscape pest control.

· Create an annual maintenance calendar for a selected landscape.

· Present a cost estimate and contract proposal for landscape maintenance service.
COURSE OUTLINE

· Landscape Maintenance

· Safety

· Tool Identification, Care, and Safe Use

· Principles of Plant Growth

· Pruning

· Soil Amendments and Fertilizers

· Irrigation Systems

· Planting Methods

· Lawn Care

· Introduction to Pests and Diseases

· Landscape Pest Management

· Professionalism in the Landscape Maintenance Industry

SCHEDULE


January
  8
Week 1
Landscape Maintenance Industry




15
Week 2
Safety:  Hand/Power Tools; Plant Growth




22
Week 3
Pruning Ornamental Plants  (Nor Cal Trade Show)

 

29
Week 4
Pruning Trees


February
  5
Week 5
Arboriculture; Exam #1



12
Week 6
Amendments, Mulches, and Fertilizers




19
Week 7
Planting, Stocking, Guying, and Cabling



 
26*
Week 8
Transplanting; Exam #2


March

  5
Week 9
Irrigation Systems




12
Week 10
Turfgrass Maintenance



19
Week 11
Turfgrass Planting Methods; Exam #3





26
Week 12
Turfgrass Culture

April

  2


Spring Break



  9
Week 13
Insects and Diseases




16
Week 14
Pest Management




23
Week 15
State Licenses and Industry Certification




30
Week 16
Maintenance Scheduling/Calendar


May

  7  
Week 17
Project Estimation and Contracting; Course Review





Week 18
FINAL EXAM – Thursday, May 17th, 8:00 a.m.

* Fresno Home & Garden Show Project
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