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Course: CD 33B—Early Childhood Curriculum
Instructor: Nancy Marsh

Unit load: 3





Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3249

Class Meets:  M, W 2:30 – 3:45 pm


E-Mail:  nancy.marsh@reedelycollege.edu

Room:
Soc-36





Office:  Soc-37    

Office Hours: Mon. & Wed. 12:30 – 2:30

  Text:  

· Early Education Curriculum:  A Child’s Connections to the World, 3rd Edition, by Helda L. Jackman. 

Course Description:  An intense study of Early Childhood Curriculum in the areas of math, science, literacy, and blockology.

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Apply knowledge of developmentally appropriate activities for preschool children in math, science, and literacy.

B. Analyze stages of learning in the curriculum areas.

C. Compare and test various math and science games and activities.

D. Describe developmentally appropriate practices in curriculum.

E. Compare various early childhood math programs.

F. Explore children’s literature and the components of pre-reading and writing skills.

G. Design materials geared to full-inclusion.

Required Assignments:

In-Class Activities :

1. Curriculum Web Project:  The class will be divided into two groups and each group will be required to develop a curriculum web related to a topic.  Each student will participate and receive a total of 15 points for this assignment (10 points for overall display and 5 points from peer evaluation).

2. Activity Workshops:  Each student will be required to show resourcefulness in gathering and sharing supplies for completing workshops related to the curriculum areas discussed in class.  Each workshop is worth 5 points.  If you are absent on the day a workshop is held, you miss the opportunity for gaining workshop points.  If you fail to be resourceful and sharing, you will not gain the points for that workshop.  The instructor has final say in determining a student’s resourcefulness and sharing.  See Course Outline and Schedule for exact dates and curriculum areas). 

*If you are absent on the day an In-Class Activity is planned, you miss the opportunity for gaining those activity points.  There will be no make-up activities given. 

Skills:

1. Activity Presentation and Critiques:  Each student will prepare developmentally appropriate activities for young children in each of the curriculum areas discussed in class (math, science, literacy, and language).  Students will perform the activity with a child of the appropriate age and complete a critique form related to the activity.  Student’s will also turn in an Activity Plan card for each and present the activity to the class on presentation days (see Course Outline and Schedule for exact dates).  Each activity is worth 15 points.
Writing Assignments:

1. Literacy Project:  Each student will be required to review three appropriate children’s books.  Two of the books will be read to young children and one will be read to the class.  The student will then prepare a typed paper of the experience.  This project is worth 35 points. 

2. Lesson Plan:  Each student will be required to develop a full week of curriculum for a preschool classroom.  A portion of the activities will be written on Activity Plan cards and performed with children of the appropriate age.  The student will then write a report on the outcome of their lesson plan and activities.  The project is worth 70 points.
*All written papers must be typed, double-spaced, and free from spelling and grammar errors (see Writing Guidelines handout for more information).

Exams:  There will be a total of 2 exams worth 30 points each (Midterm and Final).  Exams will be made up of a variety of question types including multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer.  It is recommended that students attend class meetings in preparation for the exams.  Exams will be given during class time and no make-up exam  will be given (see Course Outline and Schedule for exact test dates). 

Class Policies and Procedures:  Please refer to Class Policies handout for information on student responsibilities, course work policies, and grades.

1. Attendance:  students missing more than 3 class meeting will be dropped from the course.

2. Late Work:  All assignments must be turned in on the due date.  Late assignments are not accepted.
3. Missed Exams:  Inform the instructor as soon as you know you will miss an exam day and arrangements will be made for you to take the test at another time.  If you fail to inform the instructor before the exam date, it will be too late for you to make up that exam.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted.
4. Last day to change a class to or from a CR/NC grading basis:  February 11, 2005.

5. Nine-Week drop Date:  March 11, 2005.  Students may drop or be dropped through March 11, and after this date a letter grade will be assigned.

6. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Missed Days:  Much of the points for determining your final grade are gained during class meetings.  If you miss a day, you miss the opportunity for gaining the points from that day.  However, it may be possible for you to make up those points during the class meeting time for the other section of this course.  Inform the instructor as soon as you know you will miss a day and attempts will be made to arrange for you to attend the other section class meeting.  Due to similarity in scheduling, arrangement for a make up day may not be possible.  You must inform the instructor before the missed day, otherwise it will be too late for you to make up that day.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted.

Final Grades:  Grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments.
Percentage
Points Range
    Grade

Percentage
Points Range
     Grade



90 – 100%
270 – 300
A
60 – 69%
180 – 209
D  


80 – 89%       
240 – 269
B
0 – 59%
    0 – 179
F


70 – 79%
210 – 239
C

Point Breakdown and Tally Sheet:

Points Possible
Points Earned


In-Class Activities:

Curriculum Web Project
15
_____

Language/Literacy Workshop
5
_____

Math Workshop
5
_____

Science Workshop
5
_____

Skills:

Language Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Literacy Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Math/Number Concepts Present/Critique
15
_____

Math/Cooking Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Math/Art Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Physical Science Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Biological Science Presentation/Critique
15
_____

Writing Assignments:

Literacy Project
35
_____

Lesson Plan
70
_____

Exams:

Midterm
30
_____

Final
30
_____

Total Points Possible:          300
          Total:_____

Having Problems?


If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, whether because of a change in your life circumstances or because of something you don’t understand about the material, please see the instructor.  There are a number of services available to assist Reedley College students in succeeding in their coursework.  

Course Outline and Schedule:

	Date
	In Class Assignments
	Homework
	Due

	Jan. 10
	Introduction to Course
	Read chapter 1
	

	Jan. 12
	Developmentally Appropriate Practices (pages 1 – 19)
	
	

	Jan. 17
	Holiday—No Class Meeting
	
	

	Jan. 19
	The Importance of Play (pages 20 – 29)

Video
	Read chapter 2
	

	Jan. 23
	The Process of Curriculum Development (pages 34 – 43); Appropriate Curriculum Video
	
	

	Jan. 25
	Appropriate Guidance (pages 44 – 56);

Video
	Curriculum Web Projects/Groups
	

	Jan. 30
	Thematic and Project Approaches to Curriculum Development (pages 57 – 60)
	
	

	Feb. 2
	Lesson Plans (pages 60 – 67)
	Lesson Plan; Activity Presentations/Critiques
	

	Feb. 7
	Curriculum Web Presentations
	Read chapter 3;

Language Activity
	Web

	Feb. 9
	Early Language and Literacy Development (pages 75 – 85)
	Literacy Project
	

	Feb. 14
	Planning Language/Literacy Experiences (pages 86 – 99)
	
	

	Feb. 16
	Language Presentation/Critique
	Read chapter 4;

Literacy Activity
	Language Presentation/Critique

	Feb. 21
	Holiday—No Class Meeting
	
	

	Feb. 23
	The Value of Children’s Books (pages 103 – 116); Origins and Skills Video
	
	

	Feb. 28
	Integrating Literacy into Other Areas (pages 117 – 136); Video
	
	

	March 2
	Literacy Presentation/Critique
	
	Literacy Presentation/Critique

	March 7
	Language/Literacy Workshop
	Study for Midterm (chapters 1 – 4)
	Language/Literacy Workshop

	March 9
	Midterm (Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4)
	Read chapter 5
	Midterm

	March 14
	Concept Development in Young Children (pages 137 – 146); Video
	Math/Number Concepts Activity
	

	March 16
	Math Experiences in Early Childhood Programs (pages 147 – 148); Video
	
	Literacy Project

	Date
	In Class Assignments
	Homework
	Due

	March 21 – 23
	Spring Break—No Class Meetings
	
	

	March 28
	Math/Number Concepts Presentation/Critique
	Math/Cooking Activity
	Math/Number Concepts Presentation/Critique

	March 30
	Integrating Math in Other Areas (page 149 – 151)
	
	

	April 4
	Manipulatives (pages 151 – 154)
	
	

	April 6
	Math/Cooking Presentation/Critique
	Math/Art Activity
	Math/Cooking Presentation/Critique

	April 11
	Materials for Developing Math Concepts (pages 154 – 158)
	
	

	April 13
	Math/Art Presentation/Critique
	
	Math/Art Presentation/Critique

	April 18
	Math Workshop
	Read chapter 6
	Math Workshop

	April 20
	Basic Scientific Process (pages 163 – 171)
	Physical Science Activity
	

	April 25
	Science Materials (pages 172 – 175)
	
	

	April 27
	Physical Science Presentation/Critique
	Biological Science Activity
	Physical Science Presentation/Critique

	May 2
	Animals in Early Education Classrooms (pages 176 – 185)
	
	

	May 4
	Biological Science Presentation/Critique
	
	Biological Science Presentation/Critique

	May 9
	Science Workshop
	
	Science Workshop;

Lesson Plan

	May 11
	Using the Internet as a Resource for Math and Science Activities
	Study for Final (chapters 5 and 6)
	

	May 18
	Class meets 2:00 – 3:50;

Final (chapters 5 and 6)
	
	Final


Changing Syllabus Statement:  This course syllabus is equivalent to a contract between the instructor and the student.  However, the information in this course syllabus is subject to change at any time during the term.  All changes will be stated in class and students are responsible for noting these changes. In the event that you are absent on the day changes are made, it is your responsibility to find out those changes and adhere to them.


