Reedley College Art Department 

Art 1: ART BASICS

COURSE SYLLABUS

Spring 2007


Instructor: 

Andrew Kosten
Office Hours:
By appointment 

Email Address:
andrewkosten@clearwire.net
Class Hours:
9:00 to 11:50 AM, Tuesdays and Thursdays

Class Location:      160, Art Building
CODE:

52001
Credits:

3.000 Undergraduate

Dates of Class:
January 9th – May 18th, 2006.

Text

REQUIRED:


No text is required for this class though recommendations for reading will be given periodically


Important Dates

· January 26th  – 
Last day to add classes.  




Last day to drop classes without a “W” and be eligible for a refund.

· March 9th  -- 
Final drop date for Fall classes with a “W”.

Materials 


The following materials will be provided by the student: 
·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Sketchbook – 8 ½ by 11.  Hardbound is recommended. 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Several Pads Bristol, Smooth Finish – 11 x 14.  Only buy 1 to start. 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 Pad Tracing Paper – 11 x 14.  

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black Construction Paper – 8.5 x 11 or larger.  20-30 sheets to a pad. 

· Liquitex Basics Acrylic Paints -- 4 ounce tubes.  Obtain the following colors: 

· Cadmium Red Medium 
– Warm 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Acra Violet (Magenta) 

– Cool

 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Cadmium Yellow Medium 
– Warm 
 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Cadmium Yellow Light 

– Cool

 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Ultramarine Blue


– Warm
 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Phthalo Blue 


– Cool

 FORMCHECKBOX 


· Mars Black




 FORMCHECKBOX 





· Titanium White




 FORMCHECKBOX 


·  FORMCHECKBOX 

2 Flat Style Acrylic Brushes (specifically for acrylic painting), 1 inch, 1 / 2 inch.

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Fine brushes, good quality.
·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Cheap brushes.  
·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Palette Knife (plastic or metal).

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

1 each – HB, 2B, 4B, 6B graphite pencils.
  

-- Soft

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

1 each --  2H, 4H, 6H pencils.




-- Hard

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Vinyl/Plastic Eraser.
·  FORMCHECKBOX 

2-3 Glue Sticks. 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Art portfolio.  (Buy one or create one). 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

X-acto knife with replaceable blades. (at least 10 extra blades). 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 

Metal Ruler in Inches, 24” with 1/16th inch increments. 

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Black pen, not ballpoint (must have dark ink, such as a gel pen).  Pilot V5s work well.

·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 White Artist’s Tape 
·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 roll masking tape, 1 roll blue painter’s tape.  (Drafting tape works as well).
·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Compass. 
·  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (Optional) Protractor, Right Angle
· The following materials will be provided by the instructor: 

· 30 x 40” Illustration Board.
· Paint Brushes for Demonstration Purposes.
· Paint, Palette, Palette Knife for Demonstration Purposes.
· Some Black Paper for Students.
· Disposable Paper Palettes for Students.   
· Gel Medium for Demonstration Purposes. 

· Sources and recommendation for obtaining materials: 

I. Online:  Available online suppliers are www.dickblick.com , www.danielsmith.com, www.utrecht.com.
  All three will have most everything on the materials list.

II. Local Suppliers:  Allards Art Supply. Dick Blick. Campus Bookstore

Course Description
This course emphasizes the development of the fundamental skills of two-dimensional design.  A comprehensive understanding of the elements and principles of design will be of paramount importance.  The first part of the class will be dedicated exclusively to the relationship of value to the elements and principles of design.  In particular, the student will 

become aware of the various compositional structures and how value is used to develop those structures.  The latter section of the class will be dedicated to the use of the elements and

principles in terms of color and color theory.  As the class progresses, the student will build a working knowledge of materials, techniques, and artistic methods of analysis.


Course Objectives

1. To instill in the student a working knowledge of basic design vocabulary, with particular emphasis on the elements and principles of design. 

2. To enable the student to actively discuss two-dimensional art from an objective, formal perspective in an academic or non-academic environment. 

3. To instill in the student a strong awareness of and enthusiasm regarding the importance of the fundamental tenants of two-dimensional design.

4. To ensure that the student has the opportunity to develop the basic two-dimensional design skills necessary to success in subsequent art classes.
5. To acquaint the student with a vocabulary of materials, techniques and ideas relevant to successful two-dimensional design. 


Methods of Implementation
6. Work -- Application of presented techniques and ideas is of paramount importance to the students’ success in the class. A strong work ethic will usually be the most vital factor – this necessitates regular attendance. 

7. Dialogues -- Initiated by the instructor on a particular topic relevant to the tenants of two-dimensional design, these dialogues will be critical to the student’s comprehensive understanding of design by reinforcing visual ideas in a discussion-based venue. Dialogues may address art historical or contemporary ideas rather than student work.
8. Critiques -- More narrowly defined than dialogues, critiques will specifically address student work.  These instructor-led analytical discussions will use the foundations laid down by the elements and principles of design to analyze the successful and unsuccessful aspects of each presented work. 
Tools of Implementation
9. Elements of Design (6):

· Line

· Shape/Form

· Space

· Value










· Texture

· Color

10. Principles of Design (6):

· Balance

· Contrast

· Rhythm

· Scale/proportion

· Direction

· Unity


Assessment, Grading, and Grading Criteria
 Assessment:

1. Formal and informal group and individual critiques are the major evaluation tools for analysis of student work.  Critiques create a dialog about student progress, demonstrated through the assignments.  Discussion may include: student art, the art of others, and what it means to be an artist in the world.  Student participation in group critiques is required.  

2. A final portfolio review, a student presentation of all work performed during the semester and containing all assignments, is also required.

3. Quizzes and tests, given periodically throughout the semester, will demonstrate student understanding of the tools, materials, theories and vocabulary of design. 

4. Periodic writing assignments, wherein the student will reiterate visual ideas in the written word, are required. 

Grading in this course will be primarily as follows:

· Projects and Sketchbooks  – 80% of Grade

· Writing Assignments/Quizzes/Critique Participation/Attendance – 20% of Grade

Grading:

Completion of all class and homework assignments is necessary to pass this course. Final grades will be determined by the mid-term and final evaluation of class projects, graded homework assignments and class critique participation.  A criterion for doing acceptable work is to work constantly and consistently. Standards for evaluating letter grades are stated below. Make-up work is not a viable solution to large deficits since the qualitative completion requires time and concentration.  Students will be expected to participate in mid-term and final critiques.

	A
	Consistently outstanding, superior and excellent work.  Significant growth in skill development and demonstrated ability in understanding and effectively assimilating presented concepts.  

	B
	Consistently good, above and better than average work.  Demonstrated improvement and growth in skill development and concept assimilation.  

	C
	Consistently adequate growth and average progress in skill development and concept assimilation.  Meets the minimum required levels of acceptance in all grading criteria.  

	D
	Below average, less than adequate improvement.  Meets minimum levels of acceptance in some but not all grading criteria.  

	F

W

 I  
	Unsatisfactory, unacceptable, insufficient improvement.  Does not meet minimum levels of acceptance in any grading criteria.  

 Withdrawals.  See the Reedley College General Catalog for the Withdrawal policy. 

Incompletes will only be issued in extreme circumstances.  It is the student’s responsibility to consult the Reedley College General Catalog for information regarding an incomplete grade.  

	
	


Grading Criteria for Projects:

11. CRAFTSMANSHIP – Ability to manipulate materials, neatness, and organization.            

Because craftsmanship is such a large part of design, it will subsequently 


be a sizeable portion of a project’s grade.  40 % of project grade.
12. QUALITY – Success of the project according to the established assignment 



parameters.  Visual success apart from craftsmanship. 40 % of project            

grade.
13. PREPAREDNESS – The instructor will confirm that the student comes to class 



prepared and ready to proceed throughout each level of a project.  Those 


students that are frequently unprepared will have a difficulty time 



achieving a passing grade for that project.  20% of project grade.
Other Factors that Influence Grading Assessment:

1.
Completion of the assigned class projects within the assigned criteria.

2.
Demonstrated improvement in the skills and techniques introduced in the class.

3.
Demonstrated effectiveness in assimilating presented concepts.

4.
Degree of effective initiation and motivation in pursuing personal interpretations of 
presented techniques and concepts.

5.
Degree of consistency, improvement and effectiveness.

6.
Degree of contributions to the class and critiques: willingness to communicate, share 
ideas, and participate in critiques and discussions.    


Late Projects and Quizzes

     Projects must be turned in by the established deadline.  Projects turned in after the deadline will not be eligible for a passing grade.  However, students who are responsible in their goal to meet the deadlines may be granted an extension if they let the instructor know ahead of time and/or have a provable viable reason.  Students must produce projects that have significant quality of development before they are given an extension.  A new deadline will be set for that project.  


Redo Policy -- Reworking Projects/Rewriting Papers/Retaking Quizzes

· Students will be allowed to reworking projects any number of times as long as they turn in a quality project by the original deadline.  Projects which initially show very little effort or interest will generally not be accepted again.  Reworking a project means that the student makes considerable changes to the project based on feedback from the instructor.  Minor, superficial change will not be accepted. The highest grade achieved on a reworked project will replace the initial grade.  
· Students will be allowed to rewrite papers any number of times as long as the original paper shows a high level of effort and enthusiasm.  That is, the student’s original paper exhibited a sincere attempt to fulfill the parameters of the assignment.  The highest grade achieved on a rewritten paper will replace the initial grade.  
· Quizzes can only be retaken if the student notifies the instructor that he / she will not be present during the established quiz time, and with valid reason.  Only one opportunity will be given to retake the quiz.  


Procedure


Class will begin and end according to the times specified by the college.  New projects will be presented, and/or the instructor will discuss current projects, on the nature of their format and expectations.  Demonstrations will generally be given at the beginning of class, so timely arrival is a necessity.  The amount of time needed to complete class projects may often exceed the amount of class time offered.  It will then be necessary to allot outside time to complete the project.  If needed, time at the end of class will be set aside to clean up the room and to gather and store materials.  


This is a group class and we must respect the working needs of others.If disruption becomes apparent to the instructor, the student will be made aware of this.  Moreover, if it continues he/she may be asked to leave. 
Attendance

Some guidelines regarding attendance: 

· Late arrivals and early departures will be recorded as ½ an absence.

· Three absences will be allotted.  More than three will seriously affect your ability to pass the course.
· More than three absences will have a negative effect on your grade.  

· Four or more absences will seriously affect your ability to pass the course.  

· Incomplete attendance combined with incomplete assignments or other variant combinations are, by their very nature, incomplete and will thus affect your final grade. For example: 2 tardies / unpreparedness / early departure = 1 absence.
· It is Board Policy that students who miss two or more weeks of class meetings  before the 9th week of class can be dropped.  


Academic Dishonesty
Cheating or plagiarism will be dealt with according to the Student Code of Conduct which includes consequences ranging from reprimand to expulsion.  

Academic Accommodation     
      If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ASA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. In addition, it is your responsibility to contact the Disabled Student Services Office at extension 3332 to request Academic Accommodation.  

Health and Safety

     Some of the materials used in this class may be harmful or fatal with repeated or prolonged overexposure. Care must be taken to avoid misuse.  

· Eating in class is not allowed as chemicals and paints from some media can be transferred to your food by messy hands.  

· Read product warnings and follow safe-handling instructions. No toxic solvents or thinners will be used in this class.  

· Wipe-up spills immediately. Do not assume that everyone is aware of the spill.  

· Inform the instructor immediately of any safety hazards or accidents.   


Headphones, Cell Phones, and Food in Class

     Headphones are prohibited during class hours.  

Such devices are a distraction to the students and instructor.  Furthermore, use of headphones inhibits your ability to communicate with those around the student, thereby inhibiting the learning experience.  

     Cellular phones must be turned off during class. 
If a student’s cellular phone rings during class, that student will be asked to leave for the duration of the class.  This will be considered an “Early Departure” in terms of attendance. 

     Food and Drink are strictly prohibited in the classroom.

