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COURSE SYLLABUS   
ART 1   ART BASICS  
Exploration the Visual Elements, and Principles of Design
Humans have created art since the beginning of time. Some art serves as functional, while at other times it may be used to entertain or convey a message to the viewer. Regardless, art has its origin in human creativity. This course explores the act of creation through visual problem solving and will give you a grasp of the verbal language involved in thinking critically about art. Through lectures and studio application, you will explore the history of art/design since the Arts and Crafts Movement, to present day. You will be encouraged to develop your own sense of creativity as well as methods to analyze your work. This course serves to lay the foundation for further exploration in the arts.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
In this course you will learn how a visual experience is created for the viewer through the use of the Visual Elements and the Principles of Design. This experience can range from one that is barely noticed to life altering. The Visual Elements used in this course are color, line, shape, space, texture, value, volume(through illusion). The Principles of Design are balance, contrast, emphasis, movement/ directional force, pattern/ rhythm, and unity/ variety.   
REQUIRED   A BLANK “no lines” Journal Measuring a MINIMUM of 8 1/2 X11 inches. You will need to have it present for every class.
 LATE WORK    Be sure to exchange e-mail or phone numbers with someone in class so if you are ill and unable to attend class you can make arrangements to have your work here. It is your responsibility to get your work to class on time.    No work      no grade. The only late work accepted will be with an official doctor’s note with doctor’s phone number. It is the student’s responsibility to get assignments and materials after an absence. Information given in class will not be repeated on an individual basis. 
MATERIALS LIST: 
Several sheets of black construction paper, Bristol paper tablet(14X17), scissors, utility knife, tape, glue(rubber cement/ glue stick), and assorted acrylic/tempera paints (primaries plus white and black) paint brushes, palette, small plastic dish for water(old butter tub), small sponge/ paper towels for clean up.
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Each project will begin with an exploration of ideas using the following process: 
1. You will be presented with a lecture and demonstration for each assignment.

2. Journal – you will be required to keep a journal. You must have your syllabus in the front of your journal.

3. For each new project, you should tape or staple your assignment sheet as the 1st page of that assignment.

4. Following that will be a minimum of the required research, xeroxes or cut out images of art works that pertain to that assignment.

5. These will be followed by a minimum of the required brain storming sketches or preliminary drawings done by you pertaining to that assignment.
6. Next will be answers to any questions you were to research. (Be sure I can read your writing – or else type it/ print it/ and tape or staple it in your journal.) If I can not read it, I will not grade it and you will NOT get the points for that assignment.
7. You will work on assignments in class and finish most projects outside of class.
8. Each project will focus on selected Visual Elements and Principles of Design.
9. Upon completion of each project we, as a class will critique your physical solutions. Attendance is mandatory and participation is strongly advised.

10. There will be a mid-term and a final exam

GRADING
Course grade evaluation will be based on the successful meeting of the course requirements (attendance, participation, projects, work in class, completed projects, journal, clean-up, etc.) along with the quality and growth exhibited in your work.
Grades for individual projects will be based on a combination of the following:

      30% OBJECTIVES  Meeting the projects Objectives by fulfilling the terms of the      

specific assignment. (Read the assignment sheet)
30% AESTHETICS The Aesthetics of your work 
30% CRAFTSMANSHIP The quality of your Craftsmanship in making your work
10% JOURNAL Your completed journal including all assignment information and all lecture notes 
Participation is required in the critiques both in submitting your work and in sharing your verbal analysis of others work.
You will loose 10 points for every absence beyond your 4th from your total grade.

Failure to clean your ENTIRE work area will affect your grade. (table, floor, sink, equipment, tools etc.)

Attendance: you may earn extra credit through perfect or near perfect attendance.

15 points for 0 absences   12 points for only 1 absence   10 points for only 2 absences

NOTE: regular attendance, completion of all assignments, and other course requirements does not guarantee a passing grade. Completion of course work in a manner that is average will earn a “C” grade. Completion of course work in a manner that is above average will earn a “B” grade. Exceptional effort or work will equal an “A” grade. Incomplete assignments will reduce your final grade.   

Final Grading Scale

100-90=A   89-80=B   79-70=C   69-60=D   59-0=F
RULES & REGULATIONS
PERSONAL ELECTRONICS POLICY

Cell phones, Blackberries, iPods, MP3 players, headphones, and other similar devices will be turned off and stored out of sight during class. Laptop computers with sound off may be used for note taking.
KEEP  THE  ROOM CLEAN  This room is your studio  BUT  it is also shared with other classes so clean up after yourself, failure to do so will affect your grade. 

You are expected to work on your projects during class, where I can be available to assist you. There will also be times when you will need to take your work home to have it completed by the due date.
 ATTENDANCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION is mandatory and will affect your grade. If you are not in class, you will not have access to the work space, tools or my advice and ideas of how to make your piece better, thereby raise your grade. The deadlines on the projects are tight so I suggest you use your time wisely.
ABSENSES 
 There are no excused absences. If you are unable to attend class and work is due, send it with a fellow student. If you have missed four classes before the drop date (9th week of class) I will drop you and will not reverse the decision. Not having your supplies with you (so you are able to work on your project) qualifies as an absence. More than 4 absences will affect your grade; you will lose 10 points for every absence beyond your 4th from your total grade.
TARDIES   
Showing up for class five minutes late equals a tardy. Leaving class early also counts as a tardy.  Two tardies equals one absence. 
DROPS
Although I may drop you from the class for non-attendance, it is your responsibility to make sure you are dropped before the ninth week of class to avoid getting an F.
CELL PHONE 
Use of cell phones in the classroom is forbidden. Turn them off before you enter the classroom. Do not talk while I am lecturing. You may use your cell phone outside the classroom on your break.
BREAK   

You may take one 15 minute break. If you are gone longer you may receive a tardy.

CLASSROOM & EQUIPMENT 
Consider that you have borrowed this studio space. The tools which you are using are borrowed as well. Return them in the same condition –or better- than you found them. Clean any tools before returning them. You may NOT take any tools outside this classroom. You are sharing this space and the tools with other students please be respectful and clean up after yourself. Maintaining the space and the tools is part of being a good art student and your efforts will be reflected in your final grade. (Leaving without cleaning up will result in a tardy) Practice safety, follow safe-handling instructions and be responsible in the handling of material and supplies. No toxic products allowed.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Visit museums and galleries to view original works of art. 
