SPEECH 25
Argumentation
Fall 2007
Section # 50858
                         Instructor:  Tammera Stokes Rice
Meets: Virtually 

Email:  

August 13- December 12 

Office Hours: Virtual

Required Materials:


* Textbook:  Rybacki, A. & Rybacki, D. (2008). Advocacy and Opposition: An Introduction to Argumentation. New York: Allyn and Bacon.


* Internet Access


* Web Browser


* Word Processing Program
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Welcome to Argumentation


This course is designed to instruct students in the fundamentals of analysis, reasoning, advocacy, and criticism of ideas.  There will be an emphasis on derived conclusions based on valid evidence and sound inferences without using fallacies of thought and language.  Students will demonstrate these basic principles through an oral presentation and written assignments.


At the end of this course students should be able to:


Recognize, develop, and defend arguments.


Use research and organization to formulate arguments.


Evaluate others’ arguments and oral performances.


Analyze the audience in order to formulate effective arguments. 


Recognize fallacies and illogical arguments.


Explore solutions to current issues/problems in society.





Course Requirements


Readings- each week you are required to read the assigned section in the textbook. Other assignments, exams and discussion questions stem from these readings, so be sure and stay on top of the assignments.


2.) Exams- There will be two graded tests (worth 15% each) covering both the textbook and class discussions.


3.)	Discussion Board – You are required to post one new thread (2%)and reply to two threads (1/2% each= 1% total) 10 times throughout the semester. All discussions are given in detail in Blackboard. You need to write your answer in a word processing program, spell check and edit before posting to the discussion board.  New threads may not be posted more than two days before the due date. Credit is given at the discretion of the instructor.  To receive full-credit for each thread, your answers must answer the question, fulfill the word length and be free of spelling and grammatical errors.


4.)  Oral Presentation: Proposition of Policy


5.)  Issue Analysis Papers: Proposition of Fact,      


Proposition of Value, and Defending the Opposition.





All topics must be approved by the instructor before paper or speech is turned in for a grade.  Students’ oral presentation and Issue Analysis Papers are worth 100 points each.  Guidelines for student’s presentation and papers will be found in BlackBoard under Classroom Documents.





Assignments


Note:	All assignments are worth 100 points and hold a different percentage value in the class.  All graded speeches consist of a 75 point delivery score and 25 point outline score to total 100 possible points.





Assignment Policies


There are no make-ups for any assignment, quiz, exam or discussions. In the event of an EXTREME emergency, a make-up may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Should an emergency occur, official documentation by an outside authority (physician’s letter, hospitalization, police report, etc.) is mandatory.  

















Computer Assignment Policies


You are responsible for all assignments.  You need to keep all copies of your work and anything else you upload in the event of a computer crash.  All other computer “gliches,” broken printers, internet viruses, etc. will not constitute an excuse for missed work.  The wealth of computer labs on campus must supplement any lack in your ability to utilize your home system.





Blackboard Student Tech Support


The Blackboard Helpdesk is available at � HYPERLINK "mailto:bbhelp@fresnocitycollege.edu" �bbhelp@fresnocitycollege.edu� or we can be reached via telephone 265-5760.


Fall 2007 Hours:�Monday through Thursday 7:30 am to 7:00 pm�Friday 7:30 am to 5:00 pm


If you need assistance after hours, please leave them a message, and they will assist you as soon as possible.


How to Name and Send Assignments


All assignments should bear the subject line as follows: first initial + last name + name of assignment.


Email


All email directed to the instructor must be given at least 24 hour turn-around time


Ethics


You are expected to demonstrate ethical behavior at all times.  Do not use words that sexist, racist, degrading, or inflammatory.  All writings must fulfill the specific purpose of the assignment. All students must show consideration of and respect for one another at all times.  Failure to comply with these guidelines may result in having you removed from the class or referred to the Dean of Students.  Please remember this is an adult class, and topics of an adult nature will be discussed.


Participation


 To be able to learn from and support your classmates, it is imperative that you participate in discussion questions posted in the discussion board.  Students will be expected to post answers and reply to other students comments on the discussion board.  Directions will be given for each week’s discussion questions. Students are strongly advised to review the discussion board every Monday and continue to check for updates throughout the week.


.  
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Netiquette





According to Virginia Shea, Netiquette is the etiquette of cyberspace.  “It is a set of rules for behaving properly online.”  


We will discuss netiquette the second week of class.  You will also be assigned to read more information on netiquette and post on the discussion board.  I expect netiquette to be followed at all times.  If there are any problems, then disciplinary action will incur and discussion board points will be deducted.





Academic Dishonesty





Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated (this includes original speeches and plagiarism facilitated by the internet). If you use material from an electronic site you are required to cite it properly.  If material is found in your work that was not generated by your own brain, and fail to cite this material, you will be given a failing grade and the Dean of students will not be notified for possible further action.  Confusion about what constitutes plagiarism should either be directed to the Reedley College catalogue or myself.





Attendance





Regular virtual discussions are mandatory.     All assignments, exams and discussions will be given/taken on the date assigned.  There will be no make-ups.  Documented illness or emergencies will be the only exception to this policy.  I AM NOT FLEXIBLE ON THIS RULE SO BE ADVISED!





If you are unable to finish this course for any reason, you must officially withdraw by the drop deadline through Admissions and Records.  Any student who does not drop and does not complete the course must be given a grade by the instructor.








Special Needs 





If you are a student requiring special needs please inform me and contact the DSPS (Disabled Student Programs and Services) office.
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Week 9 – Due 10/5 & 10/6 


PROPOSITION OF POLICY SPEECH





Week 10 – Due Mon. 10/15


Topics due for the Proposition of Fact and Value Papers.





Week 11 – Due Mon. 10/22


ISSUES ANALYSIS AND REPORTS DUE





Week 12 – Due Mon. 10/29


Reading: Ch. 9


Discussion Board


Replies due 10/31





Week 13 –  Due Mon. 11/5


FACT BRIEF AND POSITION PAPERS DUE





Week 14 – Due Mon. 11/12


Replies to Fact Brief and Position Papers





Week 15- Due Mon. 11/19


Reading: Ch. 10


Discussion Board


Replies due 11/21





Week 16 – Due Mon. 11/26


Exam 2 (Ch. 7-12)





Week 17 – Due Mon. 12/3


VALUE BRIEFS AND POSITION PAPERS DUE





Week 18 – Due Mon. 12/10


Replies to Value Brief and Position Papers


Course Evaluation



























































































































































































































































Course Calendar


The following calendar is tentative.  You are expected to keep up with all assignments.  All work is due on Mondays by 8:00am.  This includes all assignments,  new threads posted  to the discussion board, quizzes, journals and exams.  All  replies to other students’ threads are due  on Wednesdays by 8:00am.





Date         Topic and Reading


Week 1- Due Weds. August 15  


Reading: Syllabus, Getting Started, What is Plagiarism & Assignment Guidelines  - located in Course Documents.


Syllabus Quiz – located in assignments


Discussion Board: Introductions & Two Truths One Lie


Replies to Introductions Due 8/17





Week 2 - Due Mon. 8/20


Reading: Ch. 1 


Discussion Board: Netiquette


Replies For Two Truths and One Lie due 8/22





Week 3 - Due Mon. 8/27


Reading: Ch. 2 


Discussion Board


Replies due 8/29





Week 4 -Due Mon. 9/3


Reading: Ch. 3 & 4


Discussion Board


Replies due 9/5





Week 5-Due Mon. 9/10 


Reading: Ch. 5 & 6


Discussion Board


Replies Due 9/12





Week 6-Due Mon. 9/17


Exam 1 (Ch. 1-6) 





Week 7- Due Mon. 9/24


Reading: Ch. 7 & 8


Discussion Board


Replies Due 9/26


Topics due for Proposition of Policy Speeches





Week 8 – Due Mon. 10/1


Reading: Ch. 11 & 12


No Discussion Board


POLICY BRIEFS DUE


 







































































	








		


		





		





	





ADVISORY: Eligibility for English 1A recommended


To be successful in this course, you must be able to take the initiative and ask for help whenever you need it.  In general, do not wait until any minor problem has escalated into a major one.


It is important to read this syllabus from cover to cover. You will be given a short reading quiz after assimilating this information.


Explanation of Online


This class is 100% online, which means all of your work and communication will be done virtually.  However, students will be required to come on campus ONCE to deliver a speech during the course of the semester.  This day will be determined shortly; however it will be a Saturday morning.  I am currenly looking at October 6th.  All students are required to attend at least one of these dates to deliver their assigned speech.  











Grading


Grading policy will be based on a 100 point scale, divided as follows:





A 	= 	90 – 100


B 	= 	80 –   89


C 	= 	70 –   79


D 	= 	60 –   69


F 	= 	59 or below








Assignment Weights


Exams	 (2 x 10% each)………………….= 20%


Discussion Boards  (10 X  3% each)….    = 30%


Oral Presentation ………………………..=  20%


Analysis Papers (3 x 10% each) ………...= 30%





Your final course grade will be determined by multiplying each grade (the points you earned) by its percentage weight in the course and adding together the values:





For example:


Exam 1:	    		92  X  .10 =       9


Exam 2 	    		80  X  .10 =       8


Discussion Board 		100 X .30 =     30  


Oral Presentation		90   X .20 =     18


Proposition of Fact Analysis	80   X .10 =       8


Proposition of Value Analysis  85   X .10 =       9


Research Analysis & Report     95   X .10 =     10


		 -----------------------------------------


Final Grade			                    = 92 A
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