This Course Could Change Your Life

That’s a pretty bold statement, but almost every semester I hear someone

tell me that taking this course has improved their marriage, helped them

communicate better with their children, improved their business relations on the

job, and in general simply helped them live a happier more fulfilled life. Why?

Because this course is about relationships and especially about the glue that

holds relationships together -- Communication. Improve your interpersonal

communication, you improve your relationships. Improve your relationships and

your improve your life. That’s why this course, taken seriously, can do more than

simply fulfill a general education requirement. It can change your life.

What You Will Learn

In this course you will learn:

1. How messages are transmitted from one person to another, how those

messages can be distorted and how to reduce that distortion.

2. How to understand other people and empathize with them in spite of

differences in culture, gender, occupation, or education.

3. How to deal with difficult people ( and how not to be a difficult person )

4. How to improve relationships with your family, your friends, your

business associates and with those you love.

5. Psychological principles for understanding your own communication

with yourself and how that affects your communication with other.

6. How to develop a sense of ethics concerning your communication.

The Basics

So, now you know the generalities of how the course works, let’s review some

basic information you need to know about the course. You know, the basic

syllabus stuff.

Textbook

The Interpersonal Communication Book 11th Edition by Joseph Devito

Assignments

Book Review - 100 points

Oral Report on your Book Review - 100 points

Chapter Outlines – 140

Midterm - 100 points

Final - 100 points

Term Paper - 200 points

Oral Report on your Term Paper -100 points

Group Project – 100 points

Grading Scale

1040 – 936 = A

935 – 832 = B

831 – 728 = C

728 – 624 = D

Under 624 = F

Due Dates

September 20
Outlines Chapters 1-5

Book Review

Book Review Oral Presentation

October 18
Outlines Chapters 6-10

Midterm (covers chapters 1-7)

November 15
Outlines Chapters 7-14

Term Paper

Term Paper Oral Presentation

December 6
Group Projects

December 11
Final (covering chapters 8-14)

Getting in Touch

I try to be available to students. Here are the basic contact options.

Email

This is your best option most of the time. I check email several times a day and

try to answer student email as quickly as possible. You can usually expect a 24

hour or less turn around.

To expedite matters, I would like you to include the word student in the subject

line of your email. For instance, “Student Question about the Term Paper.” I

have my email program set up to send all student email to a special file which I

check first. Also, make the subject line specific. Instead of a subject line like

“Your student,” use “Student needs help with book review.”

If you are emailing me through the Blackboard system, be sure your profile

includes an email address. If it doesn’t, I can’t respond. Also, be sure you

include your name in your email if you expect me to check on something related

to your grade or assignments. Email addresses are not always helpful. Like my

email address of webservant2003@yahoo.com . If I didn’t sign my name you

wouldn’t know who I am. It is also helpful to give me the section number since I

have several online or web assisted classes.

One of the first things you should do is set up your email address on Blackboard.

You should do that this week. Here’s how:

1. Click on Tools

2. Click on Personal Information

3. Click on Edit Personal Information

4. Enter your email address in the proper box

5. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Submit.”

Instant Messaging

You can instant message me online using Yahoo! Messenger, MSN Messenger, or AIM.  My ID is webservant2003 . If I am online, I will respond. However, please identify yourself as a student. If I’m busy, I may ignore people who just want to chat, but I don’t ignore my students.

Virtual Office Hours

I will be keeping online office hours this term. I will be available online Tuesday

evenings 8-9. You can contact me by Yahoo! Messenger during those hours.

On Campus Office Hours

 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 11 a.m.
Phone

Office number is (559)638-3641 Ext. 3404. I check phone messages about once a day.  So, email will probably get you a faster response. 
Things to Do in the First Week

This is a Blackboard enabled class. What that means is that you will be

submitting papers and taking your quizzes and exams online. To help you get off

to a good start here are some things to do this week.

Signing onto Blackboard

First, you will need to sign on to Blackboard. This is very simple to do:

1. Go to  http://www.reedleycollege.edu 
2. Click on the logo for Blackboard right above the link for online classes.

3. About the middle of the page will be a form for you to log in. Type your

student ID number into both boxes. Your student ID is the default

password. You should change this as soon as possible.

4. Click the button to submit and you will be taken to your personal

Blackboard portal. Click on the link for this course.

Edit Personal Information

As soon as you enter Blackboard for the first time, do two things: enter an email

address and change your password.

Entering Email Address

1. Click on Tools

2. Click on Personal Information

3. Click on the link marked Edit Personal Information

4. Check the box with your email address entered.

5. If you have no email address or the wrong email address, then click in the

box, highlight everything in the box, click delete and enter your email

address.

6. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click Submit

Changing Password
1. Click on Tools

2. Click on Personal Information

3. Click on the link marked Change Password

4. Type your new password in the appropriate box and confirm it in the

second box.

5. Click Submit

Take the Handbook/Syllabus Quiz

After reading through this handbook, take the quiz. This quiz is set to allow you

to repeat it. I want you to repeat it until you get all the questions correct. By

taking this quiz you will learn how to take a quiz on line and you will learn the

basic information you need to know to complete this course. It will answer the

most common questions people have about the course.

To take the quiz, do the following:

1. Click on Assignments

2. Click on Handbook Quiz

3. A box will pop up asking, “Do you want to take the assessment now?”

Click OK

4. The questions are all multiple choice. Click on the circle next to the right

answers.

5. Click on the single arrow pointing right to proceed to the next question.

You will be asked to confirm your answer. Click OK to proceed or Cancel

to change your answer.

6. Continue to the end of the quiz.

7. After the last question hit Submit and wait. The system is scoring your

quiz. This can take a few minutes. Don’t panic if it takes awhile. A screen

will appear saying the quiz has been scored and asking if you want to see

the results.

8. Click OK to see the results. You will see exactly what questions you

missed, the correct answer and a few additional comments to help you

learn the material.

Using the Digital Drop Box
To send a paper through the digital drop box do the following:

1. From the Welcome screen click on “Tools”

2. Click on Digital Drop Box

3. Click the button marked “Send File.”

4. Click the button marked “Browse”

5. From the box that appears on the screen find the file you want to send.

Note: You have to have a file saved either on your computer or on a disk

to do this. That file must be either in MS-Word, rich-text or plain text

formats. No other formats are allowed.

6. Click on the file name.

7. Click OK

8. In the box marked “Title” identify your file this way

‘Your Name – Expectations Essay’

9. Click submit.

You will be taken to a page verifying the receipt of your paper. Print out a copy

of this page for your records. You will also have a copy of the paper saved in

your own drop box along with the date and time submitted.

The Book Review (Written)

750-1000 Words

100 Points Possible

Many of you are familiar with book reports where basically you summarize

the general subject of the book. A book review is different. In a book review you

do more than summarize the book you give a critique of the book. What did you

agree with and why? What did you disagree with and why? Think about it as a

formal way of telling someone who hasn’t read the book why they should or

should not read it.

The bulk of the book review should be focused on critique and not

summary. No more than one-third of the review should try to summarize the

book. The most common mistake students make in reviewing a book is that they

summarize too much. Give only enough summary for me to know the basic them

of the book and the author’s general approach to the subject matter. This

doesn’t need to take more than 3-4 paragraphs.

This book is to be a nonfiction book dealing with the subject areas of

interpersonal communication, interpersonal relationships, marriage and family or

business communication on an interpersonal level. No novels, short story

collections, devotional books, personal experiences or biographies. If you submit

a book review of a book that is not related to the subject matter of this class or

which is a fiction book, biography or devotional book, then you will receive zero

points for both the paper and the oral presentation. So, if you are unsure of

whether or not the book is appropriate, please contact me.

Books that have a religious world view are alright as long as they address

the issues of interpersonal communication or relationships and are not simply

collections of inspirational stories or religious lessons. Thus, The Strong Willed

Child by James Dobson would be fine. However, Chicken Soup for the Soul
would not be.

Definitions:

Fiction: A story told in a narrative style which is not true and has as its main goal

to entertain the reader.

Novel: A book length work of fiction.

Short Stories: Short works of fiction.

Biographies: Literature which tells the story of a real person’s life or the story of a

portion of that person’s life or the “life” of a group like a family.

Personal Experiences: Books written in the first person recording a person’s life

or experience. May also be called a memoir.

Writing the Book Review

You probably have written book reports since grade school. Most of them

probably did little more than summarize the basic points found in the book. A

book review is different. Like a movie review, a book review evaluates a book

and makes a recommendation concerning it.

To write a book review well, you must first read well. Read the book with

a pen or highlighter in hand. If the book you are reviewing belongs to someone

else or is on loan from a library use Post-it notes to record your comments. As

you read, mark passages which stand out to you. These can be both passages

you like and those which you do not like.

Next you need to write the review. The book review has four parts: The

introduction, the summary, the analysis and the recommendation.

The Introduction. As with any writing you need to grab the reader’s

attention right away. Don’t think that just because you are turning in a paper to

an instructor who has to read the paper that the aesthetics of writing are

unimportant. After reading a stack of dull papers, one that is well crafted catches

an instructor’s attention and that usually translates into a higher grade for you.

The introduction should be engaging and it should clearly identify the tone

of the review. It should indicate whether it will be a positive or negative review.

For instance, a review of the book Love is Never Enough by Aaron Beck, might

begin: “In the 1960’s Sonny and Cher sang “Love will Keep Us Together.” We all

know how that worked out. The fact is that affection alone is not sufficient to

ensure a good marriage. Aaron Beck contends that maintaining a marriage

involves hard work. His book Love is Never Enough provides the reader with a

practical guide to what really will keep a couple together.”

The Summary. In order for the reader to understand your analysis, they

need to know a little bit about the book. However, the summary should be very

limited. For this assignment, it should be no more than one to three paragraphs

or about 100 words or less. Just give a brief overview of the basics of the book.

It’s alright if you leave out specifics as long as your reader understands the

general themes of the book. For instance, that review of Beck’s book could read:

“In this book Beck applies the principles of cognitive therapy to achieving marital

bliss. Beck shows how dysfunctional thought patterns, assumptions, symbolic

thinking and unrealistic expectations lead to discord in a marriage. He also gives

specific strategies to improve one’s marriage by improving one’s thought life.

The Analysis. This section might be divided into two sub sections: those

things you agreed with and those things you didn’t agree with. Under each

section identify two or three specific items to analyze. Identify the point made by

the author, give your opinion of that point, and, this is most important, give a

reason why you agreed with that. For instance, I might write the following: “Beck

identifies symbolic thinking as a key problem in many marriages. Couples often

place symbolic meaning on actions taken by their partners which are often

inaccurate. For instance, a husband forgets an anniversary and the wife believes

he doesn’t love her anymore when in fact, he just isn’t good remembering dates.

I thoroughly agree with this. I have seen in my friends’ marriages that many are

angry at their partners for things done innocently, but my friend has placed a

meaning to the action which wasn’t there.”

The Recommendation. Finally, in the last paragraph make a

recommendation to the reader. This recommendation might be to read the book

or to not read it. This can be an unqualified recommendation like, “After reading

this book, I suggest taking the $25 purchase price of the book and having a date

with your partner instead.” It can also be qualified. For instance you might say,

“This book is excellent for those in committed relationships or about to enter into

one. However, for a person not ready to settle down, it probably isn’t worth

reading.”

This is obviously not the only way to write a book review, but it is one good

way to do it. I look forward to reading your reviews.

Term Paper

2000-2500 Words

The term paper is a major project. It is to be an 8-10 page (2000-2500

word) research paper on a topic related to interpersonal communication,

interpersonal relationships, marriage and family, or business communication on

an interpersonal basis. Topics on any other topic will receive a zero score. If

you are in doubt about a topic for your paper, please contact me.

This paper is a research paper. That means you must do research. You

have a minimum of 5 sources of information in order to receive a “C”. You need

to have 6 sources for a “B.” You need 7 sources or more for an “A.” Of course,

having this number of sources does not guarantee a certain grade. However,

you cannot be considered for the grade without them. This means sources which

are cited in the paper and not simply listed in the bibliography.

A research paper or term paper is NOT a personal essay. While I will

allow some latitude in using the occasional personal reference. Such

references should comprise no more than 5 percent of the total paper. Keep

your focus on the research. Do not give me your opinion, just give me the facts.

Research Sources

Now, a few words about the research sources. You must have at least

three from traditional print sources. That means books, magazines or

newspaper articles. Do not depend entirely on web-based research.

Secondly, be sure you have a balance of research. I don’t wish to step on

anyone’s toes, but do not take all your materials from religious documents, holy

books, or faith-based web sites. Seek as many unbiased sources as possible.

When bias is unavoidable, then seek out opposing points of view and accurately

report the major ones including those with which you disagree. More details about the limits on research sources are found in The Student Guide to Academic Writing.
Writing Your Paper

For complete details about writing the term paper, consult the Guide to Academic Writing, but here are a few tips.

1. Start Early. Select a topic in the next few days. The semester will rush by

quickly. The longer you wait to get started, the more rushed you will be at

the end. Set yourself a schedule. Map out when you will research, write

and rewrite your paper.

2. Source Everything. If you have never written a term paper or formal

research paper, you need to know that writing a term paper is very

different than writing a personal essay. We have already mentioned the

fact that it is research-based. This also means that you need to “source”

everything which comes from someplace other than your own imagination.

What we mean by “sourcing” is using in-text source citations. These take

the form of a short phrase contained within parentheses giving a reference

to the original source of the information. It will look like this (Jones, 1999)

in APA style. You MUST source every fact you use, every direct quotation, every indirect quotation, every statistic. If you fail to do this, you will lose points. You must also include a works cited page listing every source you used in your paper.

Only list those works you actually have sourced in the text.

3. Save as a single file. I don’t know what it is with some people, but when

they send me their paper, they send separate files for the cover sheet, the

paper and the works cited. Don’t do that! You wouldn’t turn in a hard

copy paper that way.

4. Write and Rewrite then Rewrite Again. After you have written your

paper, go back and look at it critically. Did you cover everything you

needed to cover? Were your transitions tight? Is it organized well? Did

you support all your points with specific research? Were you using too

much personal experience and personal opinion? How was your spelling

and punctuation? Read your paper out loud. This should help you spot

problems you might not see reading silently. If English is your second

language, have someone else check your spelling, punctuation and

grammar.

5. Ask for help. If you need help, be sure to email me and ask. Better to

ask for help than to make an avoidable error. Your paper needs to conform to APA style.

.

The Book Review and Term Paper Oral

Presentations

1-2 minutes long

100 Participation Points Each

Even though the oral presentations are the easiest 200 points you will get in this

class, people stress over them more than just about anything else. DON’T

PANIC!!!!!!!!!! These are very simple. Simply tell us a bit about what you learned from each of these exercises.  
Book Review

In the book review presentation tell us the name of the book and the author, why

you chose that book, and a couple of comments about things you liked or didn’t

like about it.

Term Paper

Tell us what you did your paper on. Tell us a bit about why you chose that topic.

Then tell us two or three significant things you learned while doing the research

on the paper. You might also mention any useful resources you found such as

books, articles, web sites, etc.

Extra Credit

For all the obsessive-compulsive types out there who want extra credit, you can

have it. You can make up to 75 points of extra credit in this class. Here are a

few ways:

1. Create a web page on a topic related to one of the topics covered in this

class. (15-50 points) There are many places online where you can create

your own web site for free. These include Lycos.com, Yahoo.com, and

Tripod.com among others. Choose one of the topics covered in class

related to interpersonal communication, interpersonal relationships,

marriage and family or interpersonal in a business setting. The depth of

coverage of the topic will determine the number of points you will receive

for this assignment.

2. Keep a “blog” or online journal with at least 15 entries related to

interpersonal communication or relationships. (15-25 points) Blogging has

become a major form of self-expression online. You can set up a blog at

any number of places on the web including Blogger.com, Blogspot.com,

Xanga.com and AOL. Focus your entries on interpersonal relationships.

They can be your own or just general observations about them. Here’s

my blog as an example.

http://journals.aol.com/webservant2003/relationshipjournal

3. Write an extra credit book review of 750-1000 words on a book related to

course content. (50 points) Basically, this is the same as the book review

assignment and will be graded in the same way.

4. Think up something on your own and get it approved through me. You

may have another idea related to interpersonal communication or

relationships. If so, let me know.

5. Bluelight Specials. Occasionally, I’ll post an extra credit opportunity in the

announcements section of the Blackboard. These will vary in terms of the

point value.

Submitting the Outlines
You will need to submit an outline for each chapter in the textbook.  You must use the forms found in assignments to do so. I will not accept them in any other form including email or through the digital dropbox.  Here’s how you do it:

9. Click on Assignments

10. Click on the link for the chapter.
11. A box will pop up asking, “Do you want to take the assessment now?”

Click OK

12. Either type or cut and paste your outline in the box.  If you are attempting to paste into the box, you need to use the control-v command.  That’s the only way you can do it. 
13. After you finish hit Submit.  Don’t worry if it shows zero points.  That just means it hasn’t been graded. You will know it got through because in your gradebook you will see an exclamation point.  Do not email me asking if it got through.  I won’t respond.
.

Submitting Your Papers through the Drop

Box

You are required to submit your book review and term paper through the digital

drop box. This is the only way I will accept the papers. Please do not ask me if

you can hand it in personally or put it in my mail box or leave it at the

switchboard. This is how you will hand in your papers. If you have a problem

with that, then maybe this is not the course for you. It’s really simple to do and

much more secure than using paper.

1. From the Welcome screen click on “Tools”

2. Click on Digital Drop Box

3. Click the button marked “Send File.”

4. Click the button marked “Browse”

5. From the box that appears on the screen find the file you want to send. Note:

You have to have a file saved either on your computer or on a disk to do this.

That file must be either in MS-Word, rich-text or plain text formats. No other

formats are allowed.

6. Click on the file name.

7. Click OK

8. In the box marked “Title” identify your file this way

‘Your Name – Assignment’ (For instance: Terri Main – Book Review)

9. Click submit.

You will be taken to a page verifying the receipt of your paper. Print out a copy

of this page for your records. You will also have a copy of the paper saved in

your own drop box along with the date and time submitted.

Drop Box Tips

1. Be sure you click the button marked “Send File” and not the one marked

“Add File” when sending a paper to me. “Add File” merely saves a copy

of the file in your drop box, but does not send it to me. You can tell if your

paper was “Added” instead of “Sent” because in the drop box under the

name of the paper will be a line which says “posted by____” and the date.

If the file has been sent it will read “submitted by ___” and the date. This

is the most common reason for a paper failing to reach me.

2. Use the drop box to save back up copies of uncompleted work. For

security, save a copy of your work on disk, but also add a copy to your

drop box. Just click “Add File” and that will save a copy of your work on

the Blackboard servers without sending it to me. That way if you lose your

floppy or you crash your hard drive, you have a back up of your work.

3. Don’t try to paste your file into the comments section. Some people do

this. It doesn’t work. It will only hold about 200 words of copy.

How to know if your paper went through.

When you send in the paper through the drop box, you will be taken to a screen

that will say “receipt success.” Then when you click on the “OK” button, you will

be taken back to your drop box where you will find a listing with the name of the

file and a note which says “Submitted by your name” followed by a date and time

in small letters. If the note reads “Posted By Your Name,” you will need to

resubmit it because you clicked on “add file” instead of “send file.”

Please do not email me to confirm your paper went through. I simply do not have

time to personally check on everyone’s paper. You just have to trust the system.

I will announce when the papers have been graded. If you do not see a grade for

your paper, then contact me and resend the paper.

Protecting Yourself

No matter how efficient a system, whether human or electronic, there can be

glitches. This means you have to take some responsibility for protecting yourself.

Here are a few tips:

1. When submitting a quiz, print out the page which gives you your score.

2. When submitting a paper through the drop box, print the page confirming

receipt and the page listing everything in your drop box.

3. Save copies of your book review in three formats: paper, online and on

disk.

Appeal Procedure

Some students (not many, but some) try to manipulate the system by claiming to

have turned in work which they did not. This means, as much as I might like to, I

can’t take everyone’s word at face value. Yet, we know mistakes happen. So,

here is the procedure for appealing a “missing” assignment.

I

will post an announcement when all the grades are recorded for a particular

assignment (except for quizzes since they are automatically scored). After this

announcement, you will have two weeks to appeal a missing assignment.

Contact me by email or in class (in the case of face to face classes) and resubmit

your assignment through the drop box.

I

f I do not hear from you in two weeks, I will assume the assignment did not come

in on time and you will receive the reduction for a late assignment or a zero

grade if it does not come in at all. It is your responsibility to monitor the

Blackboard at least once a week for announcements.

Concerning Plagiarism

I had taught for 6 years before I had my first case of blatant plagiarism.

Now, I get 2-3 cases per year. In spite of my warnings that plagiarized work will

result in an “F,” students continue to foolishly turn in the exact same papers as

two or three other students in the same class. It may reflect a general moral

bankruptcy in our times, a Napster mentality, or just declining intelligence in the

student population. I suspect, that strange as it seems to me, many students

simply do not know what it is and may not know it is wrong. And I suspect many

do not understand why it is a serious offense. In the next few paragraphs I will

discuss what constitutes plagiarism, why it is wrong, and how it can endanger

your academic future.

How Plagiarism will affect your Grade in this Class

Any plagiarized work I receive will result in zero points for both the paper and the

oral report accompanying the paper, if any. That means, if your term paper is

plagiarized, you will lose 200 points for the paper and 100 points for the oral

report for a total of 300 points. If you plagiarize two papers, you will fail the class.

What is Plagiarism?

Put simply, Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your

own. At it’s most blatant, it’s directly copying a paper or purchasing one from

someone else. Incidentally, if you are considering purchasing a paper from some

Internet company, don’t! I have access to a web-based service where I can

compare your paper to thousands available online. So can virtually any

instructor.

Sometimes the sheer stupidity of the plagiarizers amazes me. I’ve had four

students in a single class who sat together and were best friends turn in the

same paper right down to the misspelled words. Like, I wouldn’t notice? Others

have turned in papers with one person’s name obviously whited out and the

student’s name typed in with a different font and color ink.

But a paper doesn’t have to be exactly word for word to count as plagiarism. If

the paper is “substantially similar” to another paper, it is still considered

cheating. For instance, I had two students, a boyfriend and girlfriend, turn in two

papers which were identical except that the first two paragraphs were reversed

from each other. Just shuffling the order of the writing doesn’t create an original

paper.

Sometimes a paper is plagiarized because it is made up of paragraphs taken

almost bodily from books and articles and pieced together without any

commentary by the student and with no source citations. These tend to be

obvious by the different styles of the authors of the paragraphs clashing and the

lack of transitional material. I actually had one person give a speech that she

read directly from a Xerox copy of a magazine article.

Certainly, you can quote from other people, but give due credit and don’t pass

the work of others off as your own. Also, you need to create an original work

which incorporates the quotes and doesn’t simply string a bunch of them together

without obvious synthesis.

Sometimes plagiarism occurs in take-home essay exams and even with the inclass exams in which I allow you to bring notes. Many times I find that the

answers are direct quotes from the text book. That may have pleased your high

school teachers, but it doesn’t please me. Your answers must be your original

work. Likewise, if you have had one person write down the notes for everyone,

don’t copy them word for word. I had one class where no less than 8 people

answered the same question the same way misspelling the same words. And,

frankly, the answers weren’t that good to begin with.

In other words, if the paper, exam or speech is largely the work of someone

else, then it is plagiarism. These papers or speeches will receive an “F” grade

and two such papers will give you an “F” in the class.

Why is Plagiarism Wrong?

I shouldn’t even have to address this, but I feel I need to. A number of students

when confronted with the fact of their plagiarism, look at me in all apparent

innocence and say, “But I got the paper in on time.” One explained that the

plagiarism was okay because it was for extra credit. Obviously, something has

gone wrong with the moral compass of our society when students can be caught

and not even realize that cheating is wrong.

Plagiarism is wrong on two levels. The first level is that of basic honesty. When

you turn in a paper, you make an implied claim that this is something original.

When it is not original, that quite simply is a lie. Secondly, plagiarism is wrong

because it represents an attempt to obtain the benefits of a college degree

without doing the work. Completing the courses necessary for your degree will

give you an edge in the job market, and provide a certain social status in society.

However, if you have obtained that degree by cheating, you are benefiting from

something you did not earn. And, of course, on a personal level, you won’t learn

anything unless you do your own work. That will reduce the skills you need to

succeed in business and personal life. You can’t cheat on the job and expect to

do your job well.

In some ways, I have to admit that the college system which places such a high

emphasis on grades rather than on comprehensive evaluation of learning,

contributes to this. We all know that grades do not always equate to learning.

And sometimes we as instructors lose sight of the purpose of assignments. They

are not simply products to be delivered, but tools to facilitate learning.

However, in admitting this, it does not excuse students cutting corners by

cheating. A paper or a speech is not a product I have ordered which has value

independent of your learning experience. The assignment is for your benefit and

not mine. Only by completing the assignment will you learn. In writing this

policy, I am committing myself to making the effort to keep learning first and

grading as merely a natural outcome of the learning process.

What Effects Can Plagiarism Have on your Academic Future?

Most Four-Year colleges and universities treat plagiarism as a major infraction of

the rules. You can be placed on academic probation, fail a class or even be

expelled from the college. If expelled for plagiarism, you will find it hard to be

admitted to another college. Even if you are not removed from the school, your

hopes of graduate work could be diminished. You can find it difficult to get a

faculty advisor for your thesis or dissertation. If an academic probation becomes

part of your transcripts, it can also impact your ability to get a good job.

This type of thing can haunt you for years. About 20 years ago, Sen. Joe Biden

was running for President. He had a reasonable chance of taking his party’s

nomination. However, it was discovered and reported that he had plagiarized a

paper in law school. His support vanished and eventually he withdrew from the

race over something that had taken place more than two decades before.

Is it really worth the risk. Do your own work. It’s the right thing to do. It’s the

smart thing to do.

