SPANISH 1- Beginning Spanish (4 Units) SCHD# 50044
Fall 2007 T Th 3:30-5:45 p.m.  SOC 39,  REEDLEY COLLEGE

Instructor: Elvira Hernández
E-mail: guadalajaramir@csufresno.edu
Phone: 638-3641 Voice Mail: 3845

Course Description:
Spanish 1 is an elementary Spanish course designed for students with no prior knowledge of Spanish. The course emphasizes oral communication, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, and writing skills.  In addition, the course will help you to gain an understanding of the people and culture of Spanish-speaking countries.   

Method of instruction:
Every effort will be made to make this class student- centered with communicative- oriented activities. That means that an activity will be modeled, and then you will work in pairs and small groups to assimilate the vocabulary and structures under consideration.  

Required text and materials;
1. Text – workbook: ¡ARRIBA! Comunicación y cultura.  By Zayas-Bazán and Bacon. Pearson Prentice Hall. New Jersey, 5th Edition, 2005.

2. Spanish/ English dictionary.

3. Three-ring binder with loose leaf-paper or spiral notebook for taking notes, writing, keeping homework assignments and handouts. .

Tests and Grades:  Your final grade will be based on the following elements:

Participation/oral performance 12.5 %:  Participation in class is necessary in order to obtain an “A” or “B” grade.  Since the emphasis is on development of oral abilities in Spanish, the student must be an active participant.  Points will be deducted when students are not on task (i.e.: using English). 

Homework 25 %:  All homework should be prepared before the class discussion.  Please note that you should expect to spend at least two hours of preparation outside of class for every hour of class time. You will be required to turn in the WB pages (or otherwise indicated) from every chapter to your instructor at the end of each chapter.  Homework will not be accepted late.  No exceptions.  Audio materials are available at:


http://www.prenhall.com/arriba
Exams  52.5%: There will be a test after each chapter, approximately every two or three weeks.  Each test may have a combination of listening and comprehension, reading and comprehension, culture, vocabulary and writing.  Test dates will always be announce in advance.  Six chapter tests will be given throughout the semester.  The final exam is not comprehensive; it will only cover Capítulo 6. NO MAKE-UP EXAMS ARE GIVEN.
Quizzes 10% : Quizzes will be administered at the start of class.  No make-ups will be given.  Pop quizzes may also be given as part of this grade.    

Attendance and Tardiness: Attendance for the full duration of the class period is mandatory and will affect the outcome of your final grade.  Since the emphasis of this course is in development of oral abilities in Spanish, you must be in class to acquire those skills.  Regular attendance is required.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class period.  The teacher reserves the right to drop a student if he/ she has excessive absences.  More than two absences are considered excessive absences.  If you miss the equivalent of 1 week of class meetings before or by the final drop date (October 12) you will be dropped by the instructor.  E-mail me or call me regarding emergency situations or illness.  If you arrive tardy to class you probably have already been marked absent.  So, after class be sure to see the instructor and change the absence to a tardy.  This is your responsibility.  Two tardies or early departures from class are equivalent to one absent, so be on time.    

Grading scale:


90-100%= A
80-89%=B
70-79%=C
60-69%=D 
below 60%=F

Your grade will be determined by the following:


Homework



25%


Participation/Oral performance
12.5%


Exams




52.5%


Quizzes



10%

Class Procedures:

Se habla español

Spanish is the language of comunication here, and I expect you to make every effort to use Spanish and avoid English in this classroom.  Socializing in English during class hours is not permitted.  Don’t worry if you don’t understand everything I say.  If you already know Spanish you wouldn’t be in this class!  Learning a new language requires opening your mouth and taking risks.  We are all here to support you and each other  in this new endeavor.

Classroom Policies:  Spanish is the language of communication here, and I expect you to make ever effort to use Spanish and avoid English in this classroom. You are also expected to respect your fellow classmates and their effort to learn and produce the language.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process will not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and /or removal from class.  Make sure to turn off all cell phones and/or pagers.  They are an interruption during class time.  In case of an emergency, inform me prior to the beginning of class.

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Dishonesty in academic work shows a lack of respect, not only for your instructor and fellow classmates, but for yourself as well.  Cheating is intolerable in a academic environment and may result in an automatic F or dismissal from class.  Copying someone else’s homework or having someone do your assignments for you is cheating.

Students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Extra help: I am here to help you learn Spanish and to achieve your academics goals.  If you have concerns about the class or your progress, do not hesitate to raise your hand and ask for clarification.  If you need additional help, sign up for a tutor in the counseling office or form a study group.  

Canceled class notification:  In case of class cancellation, there will be a formal paper at the door.

Important Dates

August 31 (F)

Last day to drop a class to avoid a “W”

September 14 (F)

Last day to change to/from a CR/NC.

October 12 (F)

Final date to drop a class

November 22 (Th-F) 
Thanksgiving holiday

Final exam date:  Tuesday December 11, 2007  from 3:00 to 4:50 p.m.

*The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus as necessary.  All changes will be communicated to students.  It is your responsibility to be in class to receive this information.

II.  COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
engage in conversation, applying “survival skill” Spanish outside of the classroom in a variety of  contexts within the limits of personal language experience.  These contexts include meeting people; describing oneself; talking about family, friends, pastimes and habits; and making plans.


B.
choose, evaluate and apply the correct usage of basic grammatical structures to express ideas, describe present events, ask simple questions, and respond, both orally and in writing, to simple questions. 

C.
read and understand specific pieces of information from authentic, graphically-represented text such as ads, short magazine or newspaper articles, and short stories.

D.
meet and get to know native speakers of Spanish through face-to-face contact, personal correspondence, the Internet, or travel.

E.
have a greater understanding and appreciation of the diversity of Hispanic cultures and the products of these cultures.
II.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
understand and interact in simple spoken Spanish within the range of vocabulary topics and structures covered in this course.

B.
recognize and employ new vocabulary and grammatical structures in order to communicate ideas, both orally and in writing, in the present tense.

C.
understand basic written texts, using contextual clues, vocabulary recognition, grammar knowledge, cognates, and inferences.              

D.
review, recall and use previously learned vocabulary and grammatical structures while continuing to augment and expand this base of knowledge.

E.
compare and contrast the target language and cultures with the language and cultures of the U.S. 

F.
demonstrate a low beginner level of proficiency in the five skills as mandated by the competency guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL): listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing and an understanding of the people and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.

