SYLLABUS:  American Government-Honor’s Class
                                               



      Reedley College
I.    INSTRUCTOR

Tim Channell,   M.S., M.A.      Phone: 264-0695     E-mail: timchannell@sbcglobal.net
II.   COURSE OBJECTIVES

The textbook provides a list of questions and learning objectives for each chapter.  A certain number of questions and terms will be emphasized by the instructor as those of major importance.  Forming value judgments within the decision-making process is a part of the objectives.

Unit 1: American Government and Politics in Perspective
Topic 1 - Introduction to the study of Political Ideology

Topic 2 - Examine sources of America’s Political Culture

Topic 3 - Dialogue on the American Constitution

Unit 2: Political Dynamics
Topic 4 - Evaluating public opinion

Topic 5 - Evaluating political participation and interest groups

Topic 6 - Discussion of political parties

Unit 3: Governmental Institutions
Topic 7 - A review of the legislative branches

Topic 8 - Explaining the Presidency

Topic 9 – The Federal Judiciary
Unit 4: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
Topic 10 - What basic liberties should we be entitled to receive?

Topic 11 - Evaluating the civil rights movement

Unit 5: Problems and Politics - The Challenges Facing America
Topic 12 - Corporate capitalism and regulation

Topic 13 - Domestic problems and policies

Topic 14 - How much should America spend on national defense?

III.    STUDENT EVALUATION

A. Course Requirements - Testing Policy and Procedures

    Exams - Exams - 40% of total grade
There will be four exams during the semester.  Exams are based on the class lectures and textbook.  You prepare for them by studying (1) class lectures and discussions (2) assigned reading, and (3) current events relevant to the course.  Exams will be in essay format.  You must use a blue book on all exams.

Each student is required to take each of the four exams on its scheduled date and time. The only reason accepted for missing an exam is a written medical excuse sign by a doctor.  You must call the instructor to inform him that you will be missing the exam at least one day before the exam.  Only students who meet these requirements and have an excused absence will be allowed to take a make-up exam.  There are no re-tests in this course.  Exam dates will be announced in class and are listed in this syllabus. Each student is required to take each of the four exams on its scheduled date and time. If you have to miss an exam you must tell the instructor before the exam is scheduled to be given.  
The only two reasons accepted for missing an exam are:

1) An Illness: You must talk to the instructor before the exam is given.  If you are sick and cannot take the exam because of illness bring a written medical excuse sign by a doctor who treated you (include his/her phone number) the first day you are back in class and the exam will be rescheduled. 

2) A Death: If you have a death in the family during the semester and have to miss an exam you must notify the instructor before the exam is given and you must bring a signed note from the funeral home director.

Only students who meet these requirements will be allowed to take a make-up exam. 

Internet Assignments – 30% of total grade

You will have to participate in a class online chat group each week.  We will review the requirements for this the first week of in the technology room in the Campus Library.  

Homework Assignments – 30% of total grade

You are required to submit a review of a public radio news story each Wednesday.  Public radio can be found at 88.5 and 90.7 on your FM radio dial.  The news stories air from 5 a.m. until 9 a.m. each morning and from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. each afternoon.  You can also hear the news stories via the internet at www.npr.org then click on NPR Program Stream.  

B. Grading System
Grades for this course are A, B, C, D, F, I, and W.  The responsibility for withdrawal rests with the student.  Failure to do so on his/her initiative will result in a final grade of F.  Grades will be determined by the average of all your class assignments.  The instructor may provide additional credit to students who have developed a strong record of attendance and useful participation in the class discussions.

C. Grading Scale

90-100 = A

80 - 89 = B

70 - 79 = C

60 - 69 = D

Below 60 =F

D. Attendance

Regular class attendance by each student is extremely important.  When a student’s absences adversely affect the student’s success in meeting the course objectives, the instructor may decide to drop the student.  
If a student wishes to avoid a punitive grade for non-attendance, it is the student’s responsibility to withdraw officially from the class before the deadline for dropping with a “W”.

         If you have any problems which will affect your attendance, please inform the      instructor the first few days of class. 
    E. Cell phones, digital pagers and watch beepers:   
· Any electronic device that makes noise must be turned off before class starts.  
· Text messaging is not permitted during the class.
    F.  Academic Honesty Notice

Please note that you are expected to follow College regulations as expressed in the Rules and Regulations of the Reedley College regarding academic integrity. Anyone suspected of cheating or plagiarism will be dealt with severely as required by Reedley College regulations.  If you are uncertain about what plagiarism or cheating includes speak to the course instructor.

    G. ADA Notice

If you have special needs addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act notify the course instructor. Efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

H.  E-mail Address and E-subscriptions

  Each student must have an email address.  If you do have an e-mail address then go to      the library computer lab the first week of class and ask for assistance in setting up an e-   mail address.   Alternatively, you can sign up for an email address at www.scccd.org
Once you have an email address you must subscribe to our class webpage. Send a blank message to ReedleyAmericanGovernment-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  and you’re e-mail address will be automatically added to our class e-mailing list.
IV. TEXT AND MATERIALS
A. Required Textbook: 
Keeping the Republic, Christine Barbour, 2006
B. Exam Books:
Buy at least 4 examination blue books at the campus bookstore when you purchase your textbook.

C. Supplemental Reading:

Throughout the semester, the Instructor will email you supplemental reading materials which will be part of each examination.
  
TENTATIVE CALENDAR

weeks 1-3



Political Parties and Ideology

Chapter 12, 14                   



Political Interest Groups


Chp. 13





Exam – September 5
weeks 4 - 8 



Democracy and Values


Chp. 2
                   



Constitution Government


Chp. 3
Labor Day Break


Federalism                                                     Chp. 4
September 3

Exam – October 5
weeks 8-11 



Congress



            Chp. 7





Presidency




Chp. 8
       



            Courts




            Chp. 10
Exam – November 2
weeks 11-15 



Domestic Policy



Chp. 17
                   



Foreign Policy


 
Chp  19
    




Exam – December 7









