POLITICAL SCIENCE 2

Introduction to American Government

Instructor:  Lee Brown




email: lee.brown@scccd.edu: Office Hours by Appointment only
Class Meets Thursdays 6:00 p.m. – 9:20 p.m. in Room 506 – Sanger High School Campus

Course Description:

The American system of government is alive, well and constantly evolving.  In this course we will explore some of the elements that have led to its current state of development.  We will discuss the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the federal system, civil liberties, civil rights, women’s rights,  political parties, the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government,  public policy, domestic policy, foreign policy and state and local governments. 
Library/Internet Use:
Library and/or Internet will be required for some assignments.  Key terms and lecture outlines and announcements will be posted on BLACKBOARD.  The website address is http://blackboard.scccd.edu/ . The standard blackboard login is:  Username:  Student ID number; Password: Student ID Number.   The helpdesk hours are Monday through Friday 8 a.m – 5 p.m .  The email address is bbhelp@fresnocitycollege.edu. – Try the email option first and the phone number (265-5760) in emergencies only. 
WEBADVISOR is also available for students.  The website is http://webadvisor.scccd.edu/ .  The standard webadvisor login is Username: lastname_student id  number (example:  jones_0123456),  Password: six digit birth date (example:  January 10, 1970 = 011070).  Be careful! Webadvisor will probably make you change your password when you first use it.  Write it down – make it simple.  The helpdesk hours for Webadvisor are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m – 5 p.m., the email address is helpdesk@scccd.edu and the phone number is 244-5960.
Prerequisites:

None (Eligibility for English 1A is recommended)
Learning Objectives and Outcomes:

To help the student gain an increased understanding of the American System of government; its origin, the intention of the founding fathers, the need for an educated and informed citizenry, the role and responsibility of government, the impact of interest groups and the objectives of political parties.  Upon completion of this class with a passing grade, the student will have a better able understanding of the complexities of the American system of government.
Learning Methods:

Lectures, required readings from the textbook, newspaper articles, internet articles and class discussions.
Outcome Assessment

Students will have achieved course objective if they complete all assignments and/or assignments with a cumulative average grade of C or better.
Required Text: 
Christine Barbour, Gerald C. Wright,  Keeping the Republic, Power and Citizenship in American Politics
Evaluation and Grading

Dates






Weight


Attendance/Participation

08/27 – 12/14/07




10% (100 pts)
Quizzes and Assignment

09/13/07





10% (100 pts)
Exams



09/27/07, 10/25/07, 11/15/07

 
60% (600 pts)
Final Exam 


12/13/07- (6:00 – 8:00 p.m.)    


20% (200 pts)




Total Points


1000

Course grades will be based on the total number of points obtained by an individual student as a percent of the total points possible. There is no extra credit work.  Percentages/Points:  90-100% or 900-1000 points = A; 80-89% or 800-899 points = B; 70-79% or 700-799 points = C; 55-69% or 550-699 points = D; Less than 55% or less than 550 points = F.

Policies and Procedures
Attendance is a requirement of this class and will be recorded on a daily basis.  Attendance/Participation points will granted for each day you are physically present/active in the class.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will adversely affect your performance in this course and your grade.  If you are tardy, you must see me immediately after class to insure that your attendance is recorded.  If you leave the class before the end of the period, you may be counted absent for the day.  If you miss more than six class sessions, you may be dropped from the course unless there has been some kind of special consultationith the instructor about an “emergency” situation.    Last day to drop the course is Friday, October 12, 2007; a letter grade will be assigned after this date.
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind may result in a grade of “F” for the course and may result in disciplinary procedures.  Plagiarism is the act of plagiarizing.  Plagiarizing is defined in The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language, as “to use and pass off (someone else’s ideas, inventions, writings, etc) as one’s own”.
The instructor will give a make-up exam only under extraordinary circumstances.  Make-up exams may be different from the one taken by the class on the scheduled exam date.  Make-up quizzes will not be given.  If you miss a quiz, for whatever reason, there will be no makeup quiz.  There is NO EXCEPTION to this rule. 
Required reading should be completed before the corresponding lecture/discussion to allow informed discussion during each class session.  All grades are final unless an error in math has been made by the instructor.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the course outline, scoring, grading, and content as needed.

Need Assistance?

If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, please see me.  There are a number of services available to help our students succeed in their coursework and I would be happy to recommend these services to you.  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

“If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.”  If your have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Important Dates to Remember
Friday – August 31, 2007 – Last day to register for a full term fall class and last day to drop a fall class to avoid a “W”

Monday, September 3, 2007 - Labor Day Holiday – No classes held, campus closed.
Friday, October 12, 2007 – Last day to drop Fall 2007 class (letter grade assigned after this date);

Friday – Saturday,  November 9 – 10, Veterans Day, No classes held
Thursday – Friday, November 22 – 23 – Thanksgiving holiday – No classed held, campus closed.
Thursday, December 13, 2007  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  FINAL EXAM

December 17, 2007  – January 2, 2008 – Winter Break
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
	Weeks 1-5

	Politics:  Who Gets What, and How
American Citizens and Political Culture
Quiz 1 -  September 13, 2007 

Politics of the American Founding
Federalism and the U.S. Constitution
Exam 1  (Chapters 1-4)  September 27, 2007 
	Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4  

	Weeks 5-9
	Fundamental American Liberties
The Struggle for Equal Rights
Congress
The Presidency
Exam 2 (Chapters 5 - 8)  October 25, 2007 
	Chapter 5
Chapter 6  

Chapter 7
Chapter 8

	Weeks 9-13
	The American Legal System and the Courts  
Political Parties  

Interest Groups
State and Local Politics in a Federal System
Exam 3 (Chapters 10, 12, 13, 16)  November 15, 2007 
	Chapter 10
Chapter 12
Chapter 13
Chapter 16

	Week 13 – 15

	Social Policy
Foreign Policy
	Chapter 17

Chapter 19

	Week 16 
	Final Examination: December 13, 2007   - (Chapters 17, 19)  
	 


Political Science 2, Section 72003 

Sanger High School : Room 506 – Thursday, 6:00 p.m. – 9:20 p.m. 

 Instructor:  Lee Brown


