Linguistics 11, Introduction to Language for Educators

Fall, 2007; Reedley College; 3 units; MWF  10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Dr. Beti Leone, Instructor 



Phone: 638-3641, messages  - switchboard
Office Hours: By Appointment



Office location: Arranged w. instructor 
Email: _________________________


Submit hard copy always by 10:00 a.m.  

Classroom: ____________________


Contact: Maintain regular communication.  
Textbook
Yule, George.  2006.  The Study of Language: Third Edition.  ISBN 0-521-54320-7.  Please visit www.cambridge.org/yule to see what you need to buy and for extra help with the chapters.  
Course Description

Linguistics 11 is a baccalaureate-level class transferable to the CSU system.  In addition to being a CSU Blended Program course, it is particularly appropriate for language and child development majors.  English 1A is a prerequisite course.


The aim of the course is to give prospective teachers the knowledge and skills necessary to model and teach Standard American English to students and to gain insight into the development and acquisition of English in their future students.  In addition, we will objectively examine the nature of English and other languages in order to understand language in a whole new way.  This objective view of language will empower class participants to critically examine assumptions and prejudices that they may encounter about certain varieties of language.  With a new perspective about language, students will be empowered.  

Knowledge and Skills / Learning Objectives
1. Understand the scientific nature of linguistic inquiry, as teachers need to understand.

2. Understand the systematic nature of language, as teachers need to understand.

3. Perform phonological analysis on English and other languages, as teachers need to do.

4. Perform morphological analysis on English and other languages, as teachers need to do.  

5. Perform syntactic analysis on English and other languages, as teachers need to do.

6. Understand the nature and importance of bilingualism, variation, dialects, varieties, registers, etc.  

7. Understand psycholinguistic theory (and apply it to first and second language acquisition, etc.)

 Attendance Policy


Students generally find this class to be challenging as well as very interesting.  Class lectures and practice exercises are designed to support students’ understanding of the textbook material.  Students who miss class regularly earn poor grades and/or drop the class.  I will drop any student who has missed more than three absences before Friday, October 12, and who is failing the class.  After October 12, all enrolled students must receive a grade.  See “grades” (below), as related to attendance.  Plan to attend all classes.  (See note below re: participation related to attendance.)  

Materials

· A three-ring notebook for organizing; a spiral notebook for class notes (pages dated)

· 11 X 8 ½ inch lined paper.  Please do not use torn off spiral-bound notebook paper.
· Black pen, pencil, red pen, green pen, blue pen /pencils (for editing, analysis, & transcription)

· 1 - 2 large blue book(s) for journaling 

· a device for saving documents (i.e. flashdrive, thumbdrive)


It will be each student’s responsibility to save all work on his/her own drive.

•
Most papers handed in will be handed in duplicate (one will be returned to you)

Grades 


There will be five kinds of work that grades will be based on, 20 percent for each: 1) study questions, quizzes, homework, 2) tests, 3) research tasks (applied &  practical), 3) discussion projects (applied, too), and, 5) a final exam.  Groups and partners will be assigned.  

1. Study questions, Quizzes (HW)  


Study questions are at the end of each chapter and will be turned in weekly.  Regular quizzes will be given. No make-up quizzes.  The quizzes can cover text, lecture, or questions you do in the back of each chapter.   We will count 15 assignments.  

2.Tests


We’ll count the best four out of five tests.   Tests missed due to absence may be made up outside of class only if 1) you have contacted me prior to or immediately after the absence, and 2) as long as tests have not yet been graded and returned to the class.  

3. Research Tasks in Groups/Pairs  (Participation)


I will grade your participation by how much you participate each day in class.  Questions are

always a sign of intelligence, so please ask a lot.  If you are unprepared, frame your question with a

disclaimer, then jump in and ask it.  Research tasks will be in done groups of 3, the same groups unless I re-group you to improve your learning.  (This may seem hard at first, but usually new friends are made and learning often soars with new partners!)  Topics are from the textbook and are applied (practical).   Some of the work can be done in class, if you come prepared.  Weekly in groups or pairs.  

4.  Discussion Projects with Partners


There will be 5 to 6 projects, 2 questions each one, turned in every other week, typed and well-formatted.  Two names will be on the project and you are both expected to “carry your weight” sharing in these projects.  All topics are from the textbook.  Each project will have two questions, as announced in class ahead of each due date.  You will enjoy these because they point to broader issues, related to each chapter we read.  All involve language as it is used in the real world.  More details in class about projects.   

5. Final Exam


The final exam will cover the entire course. You must take the final exam to pass the course.  A good study guide and participation all semester will help make it much easier.  Our final exam will take place on Wednesday, December 12, from 10:00 to 11:50.  

Note 1:  Grades.  Unless you make other arrangements, you will be working for a letter grade.  If you wish to take the course credit/no credit, you should contact the Admissions and Records Office no later than the end ot the fourth week of class, Thursday, September 20.  

Note 2: Accommodations.   If you need a testing accommodation or other accommodation because of a diagnosed learning disability, it is your responsibility to notify me promptly so that an accommodation can be made.   Or, if you have any other special learning situation that requires support, please let me know.  

Note 3: Getting a Tutor.   If after the first week of classes, you feel that course will be very difficult for you, but you can-not drop it, please contact me immediately, after class, by e-mail or phone message.  I will try to give you a little time outside of class and find a tutor for you, so you can continue and do well in the clourse.  

Eight topics (for bi-weekly projects)

1. Intro: origins, animals, writing syst. (1, 2, 3)

5. Semantics, pragmatics (10, 11)

2. Sounds and sound patterns (4, 5)


6. Language learning (1st, 2nd) (14, 15)

3. Words and morphology (6, 7)



7. Lang. variation (reg., soc., cult.) (18, 19, 20)

4. sentence grammar, syntax (8, 9)


8. Brain, gestures (13, 16)

Calculating Grades


Study Questions, HW, Quizzes


20%


Tests





20%

Research tasks




20%

Discussion Projects (5-6)


20%


Final exam




20%

Extra credit / Website. There will be no extra credit.  However, you may to visit the Cambridge website for the Yule textbook for readings to help with research tasks or projects.  www.cambridge.org/yule
Note about Grading: There is a direct correlation between the effort you put into your work and the grade you receive.  To attain full credit on assignments follow all directions.  Points are deducted for failing to complete assignments and not following directions.  If you are not sure, please ask.  

Late Work


Late work is not accepted. In special circumstances, I may make exceptions but usually not without a reduction in points or a written medical excuse.  Talk to me if you think you have a valid reason for turning in late work.  Students should exchange phone numbers with a classmate who can help them get assignments should they be absent. 

Participation (related to attendance)


A big part of your success depends on your active participation in class activities.  By failing to attend this class, you will miss out on skill building activities, discussions, and other important information that you need to become a better writer as well as pass this course.  Excessive absences will result in a loss of points and possible failure of the class.  Work or outside commitments are not valid excuses for consistently arriving late or leaving early.  If you foresee a scheduling conflict, fix the schedule, drop the class, or risk losing your participation grade.  I will not make exceptions or allow make up of assignments for anyone because of such circumstances.  If you are going to be absent, contact me beforehand so that I can give you the assignment(s).  It is your responsibility to do your part of group work and to turn in your work, even if you are absent.  Also, the student is the one who must drop the class if you choose to stop attending.  Please use the same courtesies you would for a professional job.  

Expectations


You will be expected to show your classmates and their contributions the same respect you show your instructor and other faculty and staff.  You will be expected to share your work with the class and read and comment on your classmates’ work.  You will be expected to be an active participant in group and class workshops.  I am very sympathetic to the fact that not everyone in class is comfortable sharing n a group; however, you have a great deal to learn from and contribute to your peers.  Please talk to me if you foresee a problem in sharing your work.  I expect you to come to class physically and to be mentally prepared to work.  I expect you to have a good attitude and desire to do well.  

Important Dates

· Holidays: 
Monday (Sept. 3); Friday (Nov. 12); Friday (November 23)

· Final Exam
Wed., December 12, 10:00-11:50

· 9-week Drop
 Friday, October 12 (last day to drop)

The Yule text:  We may not cover the entire book, but any changes will be announced in class.  

Topic Outline / Schedule (subject to change)

Week of
Topic



Reading
HW /quiz

Notes                

1

Aug. 13
1: Origins; 2: Animals 
Ch. 1, 2
Qs pp.6, 17

quiz #1

2

Aug. 20
2: Animals; 3: Writing


Q’s pp. 25

quiz #2

3

4: The sounds of language


Q’s p. 40

quiz #3

Aug. 27


4

5: Sound patterns



Q’s p. 50

TEST #1
Sept. 3
Labor Day - Monday 

5

5: Sound patterns (cont’d.)



etc.

quiz #4

Sept. 10


Very important note:  HW is due always; not all pages are listed here.  

Schedule cont’d. (subject to change)

Week

Topic


Reading

HW /quiz

Notes
6

6: Words, word formation; 7: Morphology     
 etc.

quiz #5

Sept. 17


7

6: Words, word formation; 7: Morphology (cont’d.)    etc.
TEST #2
Sept. 24

8

8: Sentence grammar; 9: Syntax 


etc. 

quiz #6

Oct. 1

9

8: Sentence grammar; 9: Syntax
(cont’d.)   
etc.

quiz #7

Oct. 8

10

10: Semantics; 11: Pragmatics


etc. 

TEST #3
Oct. 15

11

10: Semantics; 11: Pragmatics (cont’d.)

etc.

quiz #8

Oct. 22

12

14: Language learning: first lang. acquis.   
etc.

 quiz #9

Oct. 29

13

15: Language learning: second lang. acquis.
etc.

TEST #4
Nov. 5

14

18, 19, 20: Language variation


etc. 

quiz #10

Nov. 12

15

Language variation (cont’d.)  


etc.  

quiz #11

Nov. 19
Thanksgiving Holiday – Thursday and Friday 

16

Nov. 26
13: Language & the brain; 16: Gestures & sign langs.

TEST #5
17

Wrap up all work, review for final exam, group study

Dec. 3


Very important note:  HW is due always; not all pages are listed here.  

18

 Final exam week   Dec. 12
Wednesday: 10:00 – 11:50 a.m. 

Grades posted:
End of the semester: See online Web Advisor (For questions, call 638-3641 –switchboard or technology help desk)

Academic Dishonesty Policy


Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences. 

Cheating 


Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated 

task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely. 

Plagiarism 


Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.  Many acts of plagiarism are referred to the Dean of Instruction, especially those cases which cannot be resolved between the faculty member and the student.  

Acknowledgements


All papers turned in must include a section titled “Acknowledgements,” where you identify who helped you and how they helped you, if this is the case.  If you look at any scholarly book, there is usually a page or more devoted to “Acknowledgements,” so this is something you need to learn how to do anyway.  We will talk about this more in class.  It will usually be a short paragraph and will include anything from consulting the website for the textbook to borrowing a definition from the dictionary. It will also include talking to a friend, family member or another instructor, acknowledging that you received some kind of input or feedback that is not your own.  It is a kind of professional courtesy and will usually help you avoid getting into problems of plagiarism, whether you understand plagiarism completely or not.  

Authority and Disciplinary Actions

Instructors shall be in charge of their classes and students are under obligation to respect the authority of each instructor. Reedley College seeks to develop responsible, democratic citizenship among the students enrolled. Students are responsible for their conduct. Failure to adhere to the college’s standards will result in disciplinary action. The college reserves the right to exclude at any time a student who violates student conduct standards and/or is not taking proper advantage of the opportunities offered. Reedley College reserves the right to exclude at any time a student who, in the judgment of the administration, is not taking proper advantage of the opportunities offered. 

Removal from Class by Instructor 


Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and Educational Code 76032) authorizes an instructor to remove a disruptive student from his or her class for the day of the removal and the next class meeting. The instructor shall immediately report the removal to the Vice President of Student Services. During the period of removal, a student shall not be returned to the class from which he or she was removed without the concurrence of the instructor of the class. 

Other class and campus policies & procedures


Most campus policies are in the catalogue, which should be consulted for any policy not included here.  Always ask the instructor if you have a question about policy and she will refer you to the appropriate person in the college, for further clarification of policy or procedures.  

Disruptive Behavior - Absence


I reserve the right to ask you to leave class with an absence if you are being disruptive.  Disruptive behavior may include tardiness, persistent talking outside of class discussion, passing notes, doing homework for this or another class, or not participating in group work. Please also refrain from utilizing your cell phones or any electronic devices.

Children, food, drinks


No children are allowed in class.  No food or drinks are allowed in the room., except for water bottles.  No water will be near keyboards in the computer lab.  

Students with Disabilities


Please notify me if you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  I will make every effort to accommodate your special needs.

Questions or Emergencies


Contact me by email or talk to me before or after class should you have problems or questions concerning this class.  If you would like to meet with me for additional help or feedback, please make an appointment.  The best way to reach me by phone is via the Reedley College Switchboard: 638-3641.  

Changes in syllabus 

Changes in the syllabus, especially the calendar is commonplace, but will always be announced in class, so if you are in class you will always know about any changes.  

Your Notes and Questions:
Research Tasks, Discussion Projects, Grading

(Linguistics 11 Syllabus Addendum, Leone)

3. Research Tasks in Groups/Pairs  (Participation) (20%)  


I will grade your participation by how much you participate each day in class.  Questions are  a sign of intelligence, so please ask a lot.  If you are unprepared, frame your question with a disclaimer, then jump in and ask it.  Research tasks will be in done groups of 3, the same groups unless I re-group you to improve your learning.  (This may seem hard at first, but usually new friends are made and learning often soars with new partners!)  Topics are from the textbook and are applied (practical).   Some of the work can be done in class, if you come prepared.  In groups or pairs. We will try to use some class time for these weekly tasks.  At times, I may give you an especially useful reading for your research task or discussion project.  (One page)

4.  Discussion Projects with Partners (20%)


There will be 8 projects, 1 question each one, turned in every other week, typed and well-formatted.  Two names will be on the project and you are both expected to “carry your weight” sharing in these projects.  All topics are from the textbook You will enjoy these because they point to broader issues, related to each chapter we read.  All involve language as it is used in the real world.  More details in class about projects.    Due dates: Aug. 24, Sept. 7, 21, Oct. 5, 19, Nov. 2, 16, 30 (8 topics -- all announced in class).  (Chapters / topics: sounds, sound patterns, words, syntax, semantics, pragrmatics, discourse, L-1 acquisition, L-2 acquisition)  Some will not be covered much, others will be covered more in quizzes or the final exam.  (One page) 

Note: we will begin sounds chapter the week of Aug. 20, to get a little ahead, since we’ll miss a class on Labor Day.   We also will cover “Discourse” which was omitted from the syllabus.)  

Course Grading Procedures
If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure that any work due that day is still handed in on time and that you know what the assignment is for the next class. Late work and make-up work will only be accepted with a legitimate, written excuse such as a serious illness, death in the family, or jury duty.  Talk to me before you miss, if you are not sure.  You must provide a note from a doctor, court, or other official in these instances. Please use the same courtesies you would for a professional (career) job.
1) All essays, tests, research papers must be turned in.  

2) Please turn in  all typed papers in duplicate; one returned with a grade., one for my files.  

3) Quizzes will be used, as needed, for grammar or other learning that needs extra help. 

3) I am more flexible than you may think – talk to me ASAP, if you are worried or have Q’s..   

Late Work:  I do not accept late work.  In special circumstances, I may make exceptions but usually not without a reduction in points.  Talk to me if you think you have a valid reason for turning in late work.  You should exchange phone numbers with peers who can help you get assignments should you be late or absent.
Quizzes, graded class work and homework.  Assignments missed due to absence may be made up so long as they have not already been graded and returned to the class, which means that you’ll have to get the assignment before the next class meeting and have it ready to hand in at the beginning of your first class back.   I reserve the right to not accept a make-up quiz or HW.  

Tests. Tests missed due to absence may sometimes be made up outside class so long as they have not already been graded and returned to the class.   Speaking to me before you miss is a courtesy.  

E-mail (for short questions): beti.leone@reedleycollege.edu   (I do not always check it every day, but I do check my mailbox by the switchboard most every M W and F at 9:00 – 9:15 a.m. for messages.)  

